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GOD OR MEN?
PETER and John were arrested, and brought before the Sanhedrin (the
highest Jewish court), because the priests were 'grieved that they taught
the people, and preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead.'
Peter made a noble defence; and when the council 'saw the boldness of
Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men
[illiterate persons, untrained in the schools (Weymouth)], they marvelled,
and took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.' (Acts 4.)
How often God has used those who were regarded as ' unlearned and
ignorant' for the accomplishment of His work. There is nothing in the
Scriptures to encourage us to depend on human learning and wisdom; but
quite the reverse. When religious leaders were rejecting His teaching, the
Lord Jesus said: 'I thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed
them unto babes; for so it seemed good in thy sight.' (Matthew 11: 25-26).
Paul wrote, 'the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God' ['God ranks
this world's wisdom as sheer folly (Moffat)] (1 Cor. 3:19).

The Churches of Christ have suffered much from the wisdom of the
world, and scholarship, so-called.

After Peter's defence the council ' commanded them not to speak at all
nor teach in the name of Jesus. 'Then Peter and John put the council to
the test by asking, 'Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto
you more than unto God, Judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things
which we have seen and heard." Being released, the Apostles reported to
their brethren what the council had said and done, and with one accord
they lifted up their voice to God, saying, 'Grant unto thy servants, that with
all boldness they may speak thy word.' They asked the Lord to help His
servants to do what the rulers had commanded them not to do.

Being again arrested, the Apostles said: 'We ought to obey God rather
than men.' They were beaten (flogged), and again commanded not to speak
in the name of Jesus. But 'they departed from the presence of the council,
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name;
and daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and
preach Jesus Christ (Acts 5). The Apostles and early Christians always put
loyalty to God first.

In every age Christians have been faced with the problem, God or
man ? In the early days of Christianity they were regarded as a danger
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to the State because of their loyalty to 'another King, one Jesus.' Of Paul
they said: 'We have found this man a pestilent fellow [a perfect pest] and
a mover of sedition among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ring
leader of the sect of the Nazarenes' (Acts 24. 5). All God's true messengers
have been regarded as agitators, disturbers of the peace, and centres of
contention. Even of the Lord Jesus, they said: 'He stirreth up the people':
'If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him; and the Romans
shall come and take away both our place and nation' (John 11. 48). They
did not let Him alone, they crucified Him, and lost their place and nation.

Those early Christians chose to obey God rather than men, and for
their loyalty suffered death by slow torture, by being torn limb from limb
by lions, or roasted by slow fires. We owe our liberty to them. We owe
nothing to compromisers and trimmers. In repljdng to the question, 'Is
it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not?' the Lord Jesus revealed our
true attitude to the ruling powers: 'Render therefore unto Caesar the things
that are Caesar's, and unto God the things that are God's' (Matt. 22 :15-22).
The Lord clearly showed that whilst we are to render to rulers their just
dues, there is a realm where they have no jurisdiction, no right to interfere.
As Christians we are citizens of two kingdoms. By natural birth we are
citizens of an earthly kingdom, but by a new and spiritual birth we have
become citizens of a heavenly kingdom; we have been 'translated into the
kingdom of his dear Son' (Col. 1.13).

When the interests of the two kingdoms conflict we must be loyal to
our heavenly King, even if it involves loss, suffering, prison, or death.

"Let Caesar's dues be ever paid

To Csesar and his throne;

But consciences and souls were made

To be the Lord's alone."

In the year 1664, the "Conventicle Act" was passed. This prohibited
the holding of religious meetings after any other manner than allowed by
the practice of the Church of England. Penalty for first offence, three
months imprisonment, for second offence, penalty doubled, for third offence
banishment to American plantations for seven years and in case of return
or escape to suffer death. And they dared to meet even then. John
Bunyan was arrested at one of these meetings, and was imprisoned in
Bedford Jail for twelve years. When offered liberty if he would promise
not to preach, he said: 'I will be here until the moss grows on my eyebrows
rather than make any such promise.'

Coming nearer to our own days, many of us can remember the suffer
ings endured during the 1914-18 World War by those who put (jod first,
and said as the early disciples did: 'We are Christians, and we cannot fight.'
Some of our brethren were imprisoned, beaten, kept in solitary confine
ment on bread and water, and some were sentenced to death, a sentence
later commuted to ten years' penal servitude. It is passing strange that
whilst nearly all admit that the teaching of Jesus forbids all war, yet when
war is declared they plead that 'this war is different.' But the teaching of
Jesus is not different.

During the last World War at a Glasgow Tribunal, a pastor of the
'Four Square (jospel' people, speaking for one of their members, said, 'Our
Churches have passed a resolution expressing our conviction that all war is
absolutely contrary to the Spirit and teaching of Jesus, but we leave our
members free to act as their conscience dictates.' 'Oh,' said the chairman,
'your members can trample the Spirit and teaching of Jesus underfoot if
they care to! What do you do if you have any cases of adultery to deal
with?' Thepastorsaid, 'We separate themfrom fellowship at once.' 'Why?'
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asked the chairman, 'in the one case, and not in the other?' There was no
reply to that. But the question, God or man, applies to all departments of
life. In matters of worship, conduct and service, 'we must obey God rather
than men.'

Of much that passes for Christianity to-day the Lord's words can be
applied: 'But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the com
mandments of men.' (Matt. 15. 9). To take only one example, the Prayer
Book of the Church of England speaks of 'water wherein the person is
baptised,' and bids the priest 'dip him in the water.' Also it states that
faith and repentance are to be 'required of persons to be baptised.' Yet they
sprinkle water on infants and call that baptism. Sprinkling in place of
immersion came from the Pope of Rome.

In Articles of Religion (xxv), confirmation is named among things, of
which it is said, 'these are not to be counted for Sacraments of the Gospel . .
for they have not any visible sign or ceremony ordained of God.' So they
are 'teaching for doctrines the commandments of men'; and are obeying
men rather than God. Of what a large number of things done in the name
of Christianity the same can be said. When discussing matters with mem
bers of the Salvation Army, one said, 'You have baptism, and we have the
flag. What is the difference?' We replied, 'Baptism came from the Lord
Jesus Christ, but the flag came from General Booth.' What a difference
it would make in our daily conduct, in attendance at meetings of the Church,
and in what the Church could accomplish if every Church member put God
first. Our King's command is, 'Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness.' How many of us are doing that? Are we making that our
chief aim ? Are we obeying God or man ? Or are we putting self first ?

EDITOR.

WAR CONTRARY TO MIND OF CHRIST.
SOME plain speaking on the attitude of the churches to war was given by
the new Chairman of the Congregational Union of England and Wales,
Ebenezer Cunningham, M.A., at his induction in London.

A layman, Mr. Cunningham is a foundation member of the Fellowship
of Reconciliation and active in the pacifist cause in Cambridge.

He told his fellow Congregationalists that ' We have to prove that our
faith creates fellowship.'

This applied in particular to that greatest of all problems which faced
the world today: deliverance from the fear of war.

A Threatening Claud.

This fear, he said hangs over us like a threatening cloud, darkening
counsel and hindering progress.

' The world is divided into camps. Each believes in its own rightness;
each mistrusts the others. Each accepts as an axiom that it must be pre
pared, in extremity, to destroy the others or reduce them to impotence by
destruction.

' So they heap upon themselves burdens which they cannot carry. So
they accept uncalculated and incalculable risks, risks of disease, disorder,
death; their hope is that if this or that particular phase of evil is thwarted,
good may result.

'Time arid time again the churches have faced this question. The
councils of the churches have declared clearly from time to time that
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"war is contrary to the mind of Christ." Yet there they seem to halt
between two opinions. Indeed, at Amsterdam we were offered three from
which to choose, with no word to guide the bewildered'soul.

This was no matter on which the Church should be divided into parties
holding different opinions. The call of the day to the Church was to unite
for the deliverance of the world from this greatest of all scourges.

A Stirring Cfiallenge.

' The vital issue is not one .between two political systems,' Mr. Cunning
ham declared, ' the real conflict is between the word of life and the word
of death.

'We, the Church, have to stand now where Jesus stood, free of all party,
opinion, race or politics.

' Let us not waste our time in arguing with one another but let us gird
ourselves for His reconciling work. Let us not present our faith as a mild
tonic or sedative which we hardly dare recommend to our neighbours; but
let us reassert it as a stirring challenge for the world to choose, with Christ
and in His power, the way of fellowship and life abundant.'

Peace News.

THE WEAPONS OF OUR WARFARE.
A GOOD many letters have come in response to my articles on the great
threat which the rise of militarism is to our country and to the cause of
Christ. Some have been complimentary; others have been critical.

There is something much more interesting and significant about these
letters from Christian people. Their writers almost all seem greatly con
cerned about the rise and spread of Communism throughout the world. I
suppose practically all of us share that concern. But the very striking point
is .that none of them express the faith that Christianity has any power to
deal with this problem. Rather they almost all express or imply the view
that mankind is totally dependent upon force of arms and money for his
salvation.

The truth, in my judgment, is that strength of arms is helpless to defend
the sin-cursed, sick world from the evil growth of Communism. On the
contrary, every war that is fought produces additional situations of famine,
poverty, and fear which are the soil in which Communism grows.

Communism in essence, is a religion. It takes hold of human hearts,
seems to distort them, holds out false hopes to them, makes them fear-ridden
and fanatic. Armed might cannot remake and ennoble human hearts, hi
short, we are going up a tragic blind alley. We are misplacing our faith
for we are putting their faith in man-centred power rather than in the
wisdom and righteousness of God and in the ultimate power of truth.

I humbly make this prediction: When .the shouting and the tumult die;
when the horrible carnage is over; when the screams of mangled and dying
women and children have died away; when frightened, cringing men crawl
out of their hiding places to view the smoldering ruins of our civilization;
when the dreaded four horsemen ride the whole earth at will; when all of
this has come to pass, evil will be even more abundant than now. For evil
cannot be overcome by evil.

It is my faith that after all of this ill-conceived effort to destroy evil
with force has been tried, the battle of right will still have to be fought
and won by men and women of God through the means of the gospel of
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Jesus Christ. The weapons of this warfare are not the carnal weapons of
destruction; they are spiritual weapons of healing. The apostle Paul
describes them in this way: 'Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the
strength of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that you may be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we are not contending
against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers,
against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts
of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take the whole armour of
God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done
all, to stand. Stand, therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and
having put on the breastplate of righteousness and having shod your feet
with the equipment of the gospel of peace; above all taking the shield of
faith, with which you can quench all the flaming darts of the evil one. And
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God' (Eph. 6:10-17).

But my friends writing to me do not speak of this spiritual struggle.
I hear few or no voices raised on behalf of the power of true religion and
education based on truth—the only forces that have any hope whatever to
defeat Communism or any other evil that may bese.t the hearts of men.
Does this mean that we have lost faith in the power of the gospel? Have
we forgotten that this power of the cross is infinitely greater than all of
the legions of Rome—that the powers of even hell itself cannot prevail
against the kingdom of God?

This lack of faith although regrettable is nevertheless understandable.
The following conditions in Christianity itself have tended to undermine
real faith in the power of the Christian gospel.

1. The Christian message has become diluted by other teachings and
other cultures until the original power has largely gone out of it. A man
may be identified with Christian people and be and do almost anything one
can imagine.

2. Those who profess the Christian faith are divided, often bitterly
divided among themselves. There is always confusion in a variety of
counsels. This division reaches all the way from the major cleavage of
Catholics and Protestants to divisions within the smaller groups of pro
fessed disciples. Difference of opinion is to be expected and perhaps is
inevitable. The destruction of Christian power has not come from such
sincere and humble differences, but rather from the man-centred building
of creeds and creed-guided organizations—all in the framework of an un-
Christianlike spirit.

3. Christians do not make a serious attempt to live up to their calling.
There are millions of nominal adherents, but few saints. The power of
Christianity lies in a genuine incarnation of Christ's spirit and teachings
in the lives of men. Conversion must make a difference if Christianity
would have power. A serious attempt to live, up to the high demands of
the New Covenant would make a difference in human lives and would
again give power to the Christian faith.

4. Christianity has become so involved in .the evils of our civilization
that it will not, or cannot, condemn those evils. The church should be free
to teach the full message of Christ for the world, but how can a prosperous,
well dressed, smug 'Fifth Avenue church' say what needs to be said in
sincerity about the worship of mammon? How can our churches that are
full of racial prejudice teach the message of Christ—that in God's kingdom
there is neither bond nor free, Jew nor Greek, male nor female"? And so
on for the numerous sins of our world.
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5. Perhaps most tragic of all, the church has leagued itself with
nationalism—with Caesar and all his trappings. Many Christians are imply
ing or are arguing directly what in the present great world struggle first
allegiance should be given to and prime faith placed in Caesar and his
armed might and that allegiance to national demands and national customs
come first. The situation is understandable, for man's feverish and
dangerous devotion to the all-powerful national state in these recent
centuries has really become the modern religion. Consequently, this fanati
cal allegiance to the state has drained the power and life out of the Christian
faith.

Because of these and other forces, the Christian gospel which was once
the most powerful revolutionary force in the world has ceased to be counted
as a great power in the struggle for men's allegiance. This, in my judgment,
is a fatal error for modern man for it cuts him off from the wisdomand will
of God, as revealed in the Christian message. But let us remember that this
waywardness is only a phase in man's painful journey. Let us not think
that the cross has lost its power. As it is lifted up it will again draw men.
The desperate need is for men with sufficient conviction, courage, and
independence to live and proclaim this way.

In order to regainthis powerweshould study our New Testament anew
Perchance if we would bring our minds again to the lonely cruel cross
agamst a Judeanskyexpressing God's approach to evil; perhaps if we would
read again with repentant and faithful hearts the teachings of our Saviour
and his ambassadors, we would have less faith in the long since decayed war
machines and marching legions of power-proud Rome.

The crisis of our world is a crisis of character. The battle is for the
characters—the hearts of men. The weapons of our warfare are the spiritual
weapons that win and remake the souls of men. Us ing these weapons our
hands will beupheld byGod Himself and ourcause will bethe cause of God.
Placing our ultimate faith in any other weapons and rushing into their use
may bring us under the fateful curse of. . . for all who take the sword
will perish by the sword ' (Matt. 26:52). (For a scholarly description ofhow
mis <mrse has worked to destroy men and nations in the past see Arnold
Toynbee's A Study of History, one of the great books of this century.)

E. V. PULLIAS, U.S.A.

PERSECUTION OF CONSCIENTIOUS OB0ECTORS
IN FIRST GREAT WAR.

OUR late Brother Robert Price thus described the sufferings of some
conscientious objectors who were sent to France : 'On the Compound at
Etables we were horse-whipped, half-choked with sand bags being slung
aro^d our necks, thrown into dark cells. The climax came when for half
an hour, ten or twelve fellows set about us when we refused to " double "
We were whipped, kicked, thrown down, thrown against the railings, shaken
as a dog shakes a rat, pushed and dragged until totally exhausted on both
sides, when they left off beating us. Another minute or two and we should
have collapsed. We were then at once (without dinner) entrained, hand
cuffed, to the prison. Here we refused orders, and asa result were fourteen
days confined to cells; fourteen days No. 1diet (i.e. bread and water every-
other.three days); and fourteen days No. 1 field punishment (i.e we were
handcuffed twenty-four hours to the day), daytime hands behind us, night
time in front, plus having to stand in the corner of cell all day, facing wall.
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Well we struggled through that, too, but you may guess what a time we
had. Paul's words encouraged memuch, " I can overcome all thmgs through
Christ who strengthened me".' ^ u 101-7

—Apostle Messenger, October, 1917 (p.llo).
• • • • •

These brethren were made of the real martyr stuff. And to think that
British lads were thus so brutally treated byBritish soldiers! Conscientious
objectors owe much to those pioneers who suffered so much; and have made
the way easier for objectors to military service today. We often forget the
price by which our liberties have been bought. EDITOR, ' S.S.'

MESSAGES TO

r:youno folk

BY

Iharold baines

ADVICE TO ADOLESCENTS LEAVING SCHOOL

IN this, the third in our Series, I want to talk to those of
commonly known these days as'teenagers,' and asyou can see by the title, I
am specially addressing you who are about to leave school or have ]ust
done so. j

When you reach school-leaving age, you embark on life s gre^ adven-
ture inreal earnest. It matters not whether your education is just the ordin
ary elementary one, <*• one of the higher grammar, twhnical or un^ers'ty
educations, there comes the time for you to leave it
great adventure of earning your own living in what no doubt appeare to be
a great and wonderful world, nevertheless a bit awesome. especiaUy when
youset outfromhome to your first job.

It is in the work-a-day world that you are called upon to put into
practice the things you have learnt at school, particularly so if you have
had a specialised training for a particular job at one of the higher schools
I have named.

Your education was given to enable you to master the rudiments of,
say. g.ngli!!h Grammar, Arithmetic, Reading and Writing, and pnerally to
fit you for your life as acitizen of this country, and your generation is about
the best of all generations for giving a wide field of education to boys and
girls in all walks of life.

You will find, however, that educational values are not the same ones
required in life. There are such things as moral and spiritual values, modes
of conduct and living that only religious training and Christian instruction
can fiive Persons devoid of these, whatever educational advantages theyZy poiess, can turn out to be nothing but educated rogues. My young
reato will find before they have been out in the world very long there
are lots of things to cause them to be puzzled, if not alarmed.

Sharp practice in business, underhand methods in factopr and workshop! office and store; gambling in all walks of life amo^ othei^se ^
respectable people, bad and obscene language. viUgar tales ftat bring a
blSh to yoitt cheek: and yet withal you will find clean living, honesty and
kindness in the most unexpected places.

Leaving school is also a time of beginnings. If he hM not already
done so. the boy quickly learns to swe» and alas, with girls too, bad habits
are aSikly fomed. But in this talk I want to emphasise that first Ume.
mere isthe-first time todrink, thefirst time tosmoke, to swear, to gamble
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1 tempted, a first time to over-
to your^ind ° '''°® "

Yield not to temptation, for yielding is sin,
Each victory will help you, some other to win."

vouth 'Remember now thy Creator in the days of they
rrpfltnr T A A made his or herCreator their Lord and Master. Just as you need mental education, you
also need moral and spiritual education, without which your education is
mcomplete and you can find this in God's Own Word, the Bible.

/o^"g/eader. make God's Word your Guide in this great
^venture of leaving school." If you haven't already given your life tc
^nT'a^d^h ^h' P"t down this paper, decide to confess yoursins and be baptised into Christ and grow up to be like Him

rememSrTse'StS'°
"There's always a first time for playing the fool.
Always a first time for breaking a rule,
Always a first time for being unkind,
Always a first time for speaking your mind.
There s always a first time for every mistake
Always a first time to make a heart break,
If first times could only be last,
None would know sorrow remembering their past."

THE HINDLEY BIBLE SCHOOL
WE spent three happy days at the Bible School, and can fully endorse th,-
impressions given by our brethren in this issue. The Hindley brethren and
sisters did their part magnificently. Everything was splendidly organised
and carried through in fine order. uigdiubeu.

Before each indoor Gospel meeting an open-air meeting was held
addressed by different brethren.

.U P'̂ ^^se is due to Bro. Philip Partington, who touredthe district with his van ; and with a loud-speaker announced the meetings.

. ,, "^eet with, and hear a young German so ablytell out the old, old story.'
To one who has grown old in the service it is a great joy to know

that we have so many young men with a real grip of the Scriptures and
who can so well proclaim and defend the old faith. The Lord abundantly
bless and strengthen the hands of them all.

The Hindley brethren and sisters have sown bountifully, and we prav
that they may reap bountifully. "

'What Christ means to me.'

Dieter Alten preached his first Gospel sermon in Britain on Lord's Day,
May 24th, 1953. It was indeed a memorable occasion for his audience, which
consisted of the Hindley congregation, augmented by many visiting brethren
whowere present for the annual BibleSchool. There was a good sprinkling
of strangers also among the crowd of a hundred and twenty-five present, and
all listened with rapt attention.

Bro. Alten, who was converted in Frankfurt, has acquired since then
a full and expressive, command of English, which he speaks with little



TUB SORIPTDBE: STAllDABD I05

inflexion and with admirable precision. What rejoiced the hearts of his
brethren most, however, was his description of 'What Christ means to me.
It was the introductory address in his series of 'mission' sermons during
the Bible School and these were his main headings
1. That Christ is divine yet He has a personal interest in me.
2. He has given me a new and real purpose in life. '
3. He has restored my faith in mankind.
4. He has enlarged my mental horizon, particularly in giving me a

realisation of war's futility and a sense of shame at my ownparticipation
in it.

•5. He has changed my loyalty from my nation to Him.
6. I have thus been introduced to a world-wide brotherhood.
7. Christ's mediation before God has given me a new perspective on my

heavenly Father.
8. My eyes are now opened to the relative proportions of time and eternity.
9. I now have a real religion. After a struggle I obeyed the Gospel, leaving

Lutherans and other human systenis:
10. Christ has given me peace of mind since applying the truth of Isaiah 53

personally. He is my sin-bearer.
11. I now know that God causes all things to work together for good for

those who love Him (Rom. 8:28).
12. Death is no longer an enemy.

This bare resume conveys little idea of the depth of connected reasoning
in this address, which was effectively punctuated by relevant quotations
from the Scriptures. We have confidence that by the time this report is
printed the seed will have brought forth by divine blessing a hundredfold

R. A. HILL.

The Best Yet.'

ON the last day of the Hindley Bible School, the above phrase was heard
again and again. There was general agreement on this—that the Schoci
had been the best ever. This is not to underestimate the value of former
sessions but, as one brother put it, 'The Bible School seems to get better
every year.'

To this writer, the most outstanding feature of all was that the Lord
Jesus Christ had the pre-eminence. Again and again, in all the services,
our thoughts were directed to Him. This happy note was struck at the
welcome meeting when we were reminded of the request of the Greeks, who
said, 'Sir, we would see Jesus.' And see Jesus we did. He was lifted up
in all the teaching and preaching.

We began each day with a contemplation of the Saviour, when various
brethren directed our minds to His glorious person, as described by
Isaiah 9:6. At this morning service, many joined in prayers, and the
spiritual fervour of united intercession was a tonic indeed.

In the morning lectures ('The Message of the Gospels'), the Saviour
was supreme. Our hearts thrilled as we studied His divine character. We
saw Him through the eyes of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John—as King,
Man of action, Son of Man, and the Eternal Word. And the more we
heard of Him, the more we felt like exclaiming

'Join all the glorious names
Of wisdom, love, and power,

That mortals ever knew,
That angels ever bore:

AU are too mean to speak His worth;
Too mean to set my Saviour forth.'

This theme continued in the morning forums. We studied together
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