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THE QUALITY OF MERCY

SOCIOLOGISTS, these days, go off at a tangent on subjects like 'our present lifestyle' or 'the
quality of life'. I'm sure there must exist much room for improvement in the spiritual
lifestyle of each one of us and a lot that could be done to enhance the quality of our Spiritual
lives. It is said that the clmrch is the family of God and that therefore, members of the church
should exist as a large happy family. Sometimes the family is not as happy as perhaps it could
or should be. Friction sometimes arises because of what someone said, or is reputed to have said,
about someone else. Someone else is offended because of some slight or discourtesy received

at the hands of one of tiie brothers or sisters. Very often, when all the facts emerge, the offence
and discourtesy was a figment of someone's imagination, or at best was an exaggeration of the
intention of the words spoken. Incredible though it may seem it is not unknown to hear some
one say that they are not coming back to the gatherings of the church because of some alleged
cold-shoulder received from one of the church members. Thus we try to take our displeasure

out on God, for some matter that should be resolved between people. God must surely look
down upon us occasionally and wonder why we axe still behaving like little children. It is moreso
sad when small congregations are divided up due to personal differences amongst the few
members. The churches are too small in Britian to afford us the luxury of frustrating the work
of the Lord by the interference of any small petty personal differences. It is said that Lord
Nelson, (I think it was Lord Nelson), heard, in the middle of a battle, that two of his officers
were not on speaking terms because of some personal tiff. He got hold of the two men and made
them shake hands and pointed across the sea to the enemy ships and said, "There is the enemy,
gentlemen." Satan is the enemy, brethren. We should be fighting Satan not one-another.

A great deal of animosity could be avoided if we exercised a little more 'give and take'.
We should not be easily offended. We should also not easily give offence. My own mother osed
to say that if we couid treat each insult we received as if it were a compliment we would get
through life much easier. Think of the insults and abuse that Jesus endured, and the apostles.
Think of the suffering and torture that the martyrs endured for their faith. And do we take
offence at a few words, albeit clumsily spoken? Some have buDt up a reputation for being
easily offended and huffed. No doubt we are all guilty from time to time of passing an
untimely and hurtful word but if we were all to be equally forgiving towards such indiscretions
then the church would be the better for it, would it not? Our day to day relationships with one
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another should be seasoned and salted with large helpings of forgiveness and mercy. Our
forgiveness should be generous and unstinted. Shakespeare, as a poet, was ahnost as good as
the Scottish bard Robert Bums and he penned some truely immortal words (and I hope that
that typical Scottish prejudice won't offend too many of my friends south of the border). He
had some wonderful things to say about the quality of mercy and I refer, of course, to Portia's
entreaty to Shylock in "The Merchant of Venice", the words of which we were obliged, at
school, to commit to memory.

•The quality of mercy is not strained;
It droppeth as the gentle rain irom heaven
Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest:
It blesseth him that gives and him that takes.
'Tis mightiest in the mightiest; It becomes
The throned monarch better than his crown;

His sceptre shows the force of temporal power.
The attribute to awe and majesty.
Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings;
But mercy is above this sceptred sway.
It is enthroned in the hearts of kings.

It is an attribute to God himself;
And earthly power doth then show likest GJod's
When mercy seasons justice.

Solomon said, in Proverbs 18:19 that "A brother offended is harder to be won than a
strong city: and their contentions are like the bars of a castle". This need not be if our
forgiveness falls as gently and freely as the gentlerain from heaven. Are we harder to be won
than a strong dty? How is the quality of your mercy?

Very often we pray to God hppefuUy that Hemight forgive us our trespasses and yet at the
same time we might be very reluctant to forgive our brother some trivialmatter. Wedon't have
to wonder what God thinks of that situation. Jesus told a parable on one occasion to illustrate
the point. It was when Peter cameand asked how often he should forgive his brethren their
trespasses against himand suggested that it migHt fairly be seven times, but Jesus saidj"Seventy
times seven". The Lord then went on to describe a king reckoning with his servants. One was
brought before him who owed him ten thousand talents and when it was found that he could
not pay wassentencedto be sold, togetherwith hiswifeand children.The man'spleadings and
grovellings so evinced the king'scompassion and pity that he cancelled the wholedebt. But that
same servant went out and encountered a fellowservant who owed him but a hundred pence and '
took him by the throat, and in spite of all entreaties from the wretched man, had him cast into
prison. Word came of this to the king and he was consumed with wrath and confronted the
wicked servant with these words, "O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because
thou desiredst me: Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant even as I
had pity on thee? "And his Lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he
should pay all that was due to him. So likewise shall my heavenly Father alsodo unto you, if
ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses" (Matt. 18:21-35).

How is the quality of our mercy? Do we pray to God for forgiveness and withhold it from
our brethren? If God was to "forgive us as weforgive our debtors" would He be able to forgive
us at all?

May it be brethren as we enter into 1975 that we shall endeavour to be more forebearing to
oneanother. Let us, as Paul puts it in Eph. 4:1-3 "...walk worthy of the vocationwherewith we
are called. With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;
endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace", and at the end of the same
chapter, "Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger,and clamour,and evilspeaking, be put away
from you, with all malice: And be ye kind to one'another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, even as God for CHirist's sake hath forgiven you". EDITOR
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THE PRUNING KNIFE

"TO prune" according to the dictionary means to cut backexcessive growth in branches and to
remove dead wood.

We hear a lot about pruning at this time of the year and those of us who are keen on
gardening are to be found busily in the garden hacking away with the secateurs. However, how
many of us do a thorough job of pruning in the garden? "Oh yes", I hear you say,"I do the
roses every year" but what about the shrubs and trees,do you do them? No, I feelsurethat we
neglect to prunemanythings in the garden and we promise ourselves tliat weshalldo themnext
year, perhaps. If our conscience pricks us we may snipoff a few littleshoots andconsider it a
job well done.

Of course we all like to see a nice garden. If we are really keen we feed the plants in the
spring, keep them carefully weeded and when we are lucky enough not to have rainfor a few
days we rush oiit to 'Givethe poor thingssomewater'. We try and makesure that our precious
blooms have the best of everything. But plants need more than food and water - they need to
be cut backand pruned. Bycutting them backwe are not stunting their powth; we are actually
promotingit. We are doing the plantsa favour. Just consider how muchbetter off your garden
would have been this year if you had used the secateurs last year. The flowerswould havebeen
bigger this yearand certainly the branches would have been stronger (with no little 'straggly'
ones hanging down and disfiguring the shrub)' Take the apple tree, for instance, and think of
what becomes of it if we neglect to prune it. Weget a multitude of tiny little apples of little
value whereas if we had reduced the actual number of branches we would have allowed the
tree to concentrate all its strength into the production of several lovelybig apples. Sometimes
we must be quite ruthless in our use of the pruning knife and nothing is to be gained by merely
clipping off the tips of the branches. All that we shall accomplish is the production of many
more tips to be clipped off the following year.The rosebush is surely a classic example of this.
If we want nice big beautiful blooms on the roses we must be quite vicious with the knife.

Is there not a lesson for us to learn from this and perhaps for the church to leam, as far as
our lives and characters are concerned? How often, for instance, do we really prune our lives?
Oh yes, we may do a little weeding here and there, getting rid of some of the little irritations
that enter into our lives, but do we ever embark on real pruning and cut back the things
which threaten to completely choke our spiritual lives? Like the .plants we get plenty
of food and water - we feed well on a diet of the word of God and soak up nourishment
in the church in worship and fellowship, but when last were we severly pruned? Perhaps we
think that we look alrightand that any stunting of growthwilleventually outgrowitself.Could
our lives, like the apple tree, be more fruitful, and like the rose, morebeautiful, if wewereto
use the spiritual secateurs? Have weever thought that wemay have branches in our lives which
are holding us back; the little things that we drag alongday after day. Think of all the bad
habits that we may have. Howbad are they? Are they keeping us back?If they are keeping us
back they must also be keeping the church back? Perhaps we havegrown used to them and
don't notice them any more. Perhapswe think that they are only little faults and only need
pricked off likethe shoots on the shrub -restassured that they will be backagain soon. We must
attack them seriously and properly andcut thembackto the root - wemustput 'the axeto the:
root'.

God gave us the plants, treesand flowers but we liave to tend to tliem and cultivate them.
Every garden needsa husbandman. We allknowwhat a neglected garden lookslike.We allknow
what neglected livesand characterslook like. I sometimes think of us as being,in many respects,
likeplants in a garden and the garden is the church. Tokeepthe garden (church) clean, tidyand
attractive we need to weed it and prune. Consider for a moment the congregationof which you
are a member - what are the plants in that garden like? Is it perhaps a small, but beautiful,
garden? Does it present a pretty sight to passers-by? or does it look a bit neglected? If we
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consider for a minute that people might be like insects, bees and butterflys can it be said tnat
our garden (our congregation) attracts them and has something to offer them? Or is it so that
when they see a neglected garden, overgrown somewhat with weeds, that they fly off somewhere
else? I have personally come across people who are unattracted to the church of our Lord, not
because of what it preaches and teaches, but beacuse of the unattractiveness of individual
members, no doubt myself included. Do we attract or repel those around us?

In conclusion may I suggest that we get around to giving ourselves a good pruning and 1
know full well that that is not an easy thing to do. Wouldn't it be lovely if we were all
humble enough to allow other members of the church to prune us; if we could just permit
them to point out our faults and weaknesses and help us to do something about it. Perhaps we
are too proud and we don't want anyone to see into our private lives; not even our brethren,
which is a pity. We can go to our doctor and say, "Something is not quite right with me, and —
can you help me", but we apparently cannot do this with our brethren. We would have a very '
healthy church if we could all do that. Shall we all try and learn to be able to do this and this

time next year we can look back and seeif we, asa church, have grown healthier andstronger
and are more beautiful The rose expert cuts back to the last outward pointing bud so that the
coming growth will not be inwards but outwards and upwards. May it be that we shall attempt
to do the same, spiritually speaking, and may we too blossom forth outwards, towards our
fellow men, and upwards towards our Father in heaven. Happy gardening.

Sister A. Birch (Una), Hull Gate Hindley).

rr IS MY PSALM — IS rr yours ?
PERFECT REST-"HE MAKETH ME TO LIE DOWN IN GREEN PASTURES" Psahn 23:2

Margin: "Pastures of tender grass".
"And shall go in and out, and find pasture" John 10:9.

The Lord Jesus knew how vital and necessary it was for His disciples, to "rest awhile".
And He said unto them, "Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while; for
there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat" Mark 6:31.
E.H. Bickersteth in that lovely hymn says:-

"Come ye yourselves apart and rest awhile.
Weary, I know it, of the press and throng.
Wipefrom your brow the sweat and dust of toil,
And in My quiet strength again be strong.

Come ye, and rest: the journey is too great.
And ye will faint beside the way and sink,
The bread of life is here for you to eat.
And here for you the wine of love to drink."

Weary...the press and throng...the sweat and dust of toil.
"Come apart...and rest a while."
"Be stiU, and know that I am God." Psalm 46:10
"Their strength is to sit still". Isaiah 30:7

Ohj how I have neglected this ministry ofcoming apart, too busy at times, to follow the example
of Mary "which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word" Luke 10:39.1 have like Martha been
"cumbered about much serving" Luke 10:40.

"He Maketh Me to Lie Down"

Let us remember that we do not lie down to feed but to rest. We can have no doubt that

the shepherd would have led his sheep to feed first on those pastures of tender grass, and after
partaking would be glad to see them lie down and rest.
"He maketh me to lie down:—

Not standing that could speak of service. -
Not walking that would tell of journeying.
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Not sitting that could be to learn.
Lie down - happy - contented - calm - quiet.

How marvellous is this Psalm of ours, how thankful we should be to our loving Heavenly
Father,for wordswhichcreateso many beautifulpictures.The Chinese say one picture is worth
ten thousand words, if that is correct, let us read our own Psalm again, and see how many
pictures come to our minds. Certainly the pastoral peopleof that day would well understand
these words which brought so many pictures before them. Shepherd...Sheep...Green Pastures...
Still Waters...Restoration...Paths of Righteousness;;;Walking through the Valley,„The Rod and
the Staff...the Table prepared...the Anoiting with Oil...the Cup running over...Goodness and
Mercy...Dwelling in the House of the Lord for ever. Maybe our minds wander to the Lake
District, to the Lowlandsof Scotland, to the Highlands of Scotland, to the valleysand mountains
of Wales, to the counties of Devon, Cornwall, Somerset, Dorset, and many other placeswhere
we may have had the joy of seeing so many of these pictures.

"In pastures green: He leadeth me."
"And where the verdant pastures grow
With food celestial feedeth."

PERFECT REST - "HE MAKETH ME TO LIE DOWN IN GREEN PASTURES".

"Green Pastures"

Green is a beautiful colour. One of the most pleasant of all colours for the eye to rest upon,
but do you know why the grass is green in the gardens and mjadows? Dale Carnegie quotes:-
Charles F. Kettering, the guidmg genius of General Motors Research Laboratories, has been
giving Antioch College thirty thousand dollars a year out of his own pocket to try to discover
why pass is green. He declares that if we knew how grass is able to transform sunlight, water,
and carbon dioxide into food sugar,we could transform civilisation.Wecannot understand why,
as Joseph Parker once said:- "No man can define God, or Truth, or Life, or Love. They are
original and indefinable terms. We know many things without being able to define them".
Of course there are many things we cannot understand, I don't know how a Red Cow, eats
green grass, gives white mUk, which is turned into yellow butter, but I am thankful to our
loving Heavenly Father who knows all the answers, and provides those things that are
beneficial to countless millions of people in the world. "He causeth the grass to grow for the
cattle, and herb for the service of man: that he may bring forth food out of the earth"
Psalm 104:14. There is also a lovely thought in Psalm 147:8, take a little time to "come aside"
for a few moments of quiet meditation on these inspired words. "Who covereth the heaven with
clouds, who prepareth rain for the earth, who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains."
Well might John McNeill remind us: "A blade of grass is very simple, and there are millions
of them in the fields. But all the scientists in the world couldn't make one blade of grass'.'V/ith
the Psalmist we say: "All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord; and thy saints shall bless thee"
Psalm 145:10. "AND SHALL GO IN AND OUT' AND FIND PASTURE" John 10:9.

Our loving Heavenly Father never intended that we should keep feeding and lying down
in green pastures, by all means have a good feed, and have a good rest, but remember the three
words "IN AND OUT". "And shall go in and out, and find pasture".

IN FOR PRAYER OUT FOR PREACHING.

IN FOR SANCTIFICATION .... OUT FOR DEDICATION

IN FOR STRENGTH OUT FOR BATTLE

IN FOR REST OUT FOR LABOUR

IN FOR GETTING OUT FOR GIVING

IN FOR PEACE OUT FOR SERVICE

IN FOR FELLOWSHIP OUT FOR SUFFERING

We quote CH. Spurgeon:-
"HE SHALL GO IN"

He shall be privileged to go in among the divine family, sharing the children's bread, and
participating in all their honours and enjoyments. He shall go in to the chambers of communion.
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to the banquets of love, to the treasures of the covenant, to thestorehouses of the promises.
He shall go in unto the King of kings in the power of the Holy Spirit, and the secret of the
Lord shall be with hun".

"HE SHALL GO OUF'

"This blessing is much forgotten, We go out into the world to labour and suffer, but what a
mercy to go in the name and power of Jesus! We are called to bear witness to the truth, to
cheer the disconsolate, to warn the careless, to win souls, and to glorify God;and as the angel
said to Gideon, "Go in this thy might", even thus the Lord would have us proceed as His
messengers in His name and strength". The secret of having"Perfect Rest", will only be found
in its fulness, if weallow the victorious Christ, to take possession of our lives. Heslewdeath by
dying, and if we want the radiant life, the abundant life, the Lord Jesus can give, we must
follow His example by dying daily"..
PERFECT REST - "HE MAKETH ME TO LIE.DOWN IN GREEN PASTURES".

This month's exercise: Learn by heart the Seven In's and Out's and Mark 6:31, and may the
Lord's richest blessing be your portion. Leonid Morgan
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FROM THE TREASURER

A comparison between our balance in hand this year and that of last year shows a drop
of exactly twelve pounds. That is a good sign but if it was £12.00 up it would be far better.
The generosity of the response to our last appeal wasexcellent, I am hopeful that Churchesand
individuals will remember their promises and that 1 shall hear from them in the near future. I
have received one donation of £50.00 from among the many who promised.

The cost of printing the Scripture Standard is now £2.60. per month up on this time last
year, over the year that alone is£31.20. Steep risesin postal charges are expected, this year our
bill is higher by £10.00 over 1973.

Three ways to help. Please send yoursubscription NOW. If youcanbe generous, please help
NOW. Try and get a new subscriber, doubling our number of subscribers would solve the
problem 'at a stroke'. In all things ask the Lord's blessing, Paul Jones, (Treasurer).
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OPEN WINDOWS
"BRING ye all the tithes into the storehouse, and prove me now herewith", saith the Lord of
Hosts, "if I wiU not open you the windows of Heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there
shall not be room enough to contain it", Malachi 3:10.

"There are windows in Heaven,
So the Bible tells;
All good gifts come from Heaven
Where our Father dwells."

We can be sure that the windows of Heaven are open for God to hear .His children's cries,
and to supply their every need. "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above" James 1:17.

^0^ Rain and sunshine fall alike on the just and the unjust, Matt. 5:45. in this much God is
impartial, but His spiritual blessings of Love, Joy, Peace and such like belong only to those
who obey His word, for these come through active faith on the part of the believer.

Israel was not receiving God's blessing for they refused to obey His commandments and
served other Gods. If they would return to God, giving to Him His dues, then greater benefits
would be given to them - overflowing blessings. Such also may come to us when we obey from
the heart God's teaching.

"Jesus came down from Heaven,
To suffer, bleed, and die.
That we might be forgiven
And live with Him on high."

God's greatest gift from above must be the giving of His only bdoved Son. "For God so
loved the world that He gaveHis only begotten Son, that whosoeve^r believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life" John 3:16. The greatest gift of Jesus, was Himself. He
divested Himself of divine glory, took upon Himself our nature, was made in the likeness of
sinful man, humbled Himself, becoming obedient unto death, that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him Phil. 2:5-11; 2 Cor. 5:21. Because of this, God hath highly
exalted Him,giving Him a nameaboveothers, at which,every knee shallbow and everytongue
confess that He is Lord to the glory of God.

Through His offering He is able to save those who come unto God by Him, Heb. 7:25;
Through His Name we receive forgiveness of sins. By His blood we are cleansed. In Him we
have Peace with God and are reconciled.

"If we walk with the Saviour

Faithfully below.
We His grace and favour
Eternally shall know."

Let us notice God's "if. "If I will not open to you the windows of Heaven". Whyif on
God's part? Because man is a free agent with power to accept or reject the willof God. God's
promises are allconditional. To Israel Hesaid,"Now therefore,if ye willobeymy voice indeed,
and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above allpeople"Exodus
19:5.Godhasnot changed. He isstillthe same today.Hear, believe, andobey isstill theway to
God's promises and blessings. If we would enjoy the fulness of God's promised blessings we
must walk faithfully the path that Jesus trod. If we would share God's fellowship in the
future, we must walk in His fellowship now. If we would receive *from Heaven, through His
open windows, the overflowing and satisfying gifts of God then we should give our all to
Him, that we might give praise and gjory to His high and Holy Name.

Let our prayer be,
"So, open Thy windows, O Lord, to me.
Send me a blessing, so lovingly;
Open Thy windows, dear Lord, I pray.
Pour out a blessing, O Lord, to-day. TOM KEMP
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'Tidn box
Conducted by

Alt Marsden

"In times of ^ef and adversiQ' Christians aie supposed to be comforted by theii faith. How
does this comfort come?"

1 have chosen this question because there are times in our lives when we all need to be comforted.
Our loved ones die and leave us grief-stricken and desolate. We see the emaciated bodies of our
brethren and friends and our hearts bleed because of the suffering they have to endure. Lines

are etched on faces by nnxiety and concern for those of our loved ones who may be passing
through some of the traumatic experiences of life. Tlie Christian religion may very well be
fertile soil for skilled and informed debate and discussion, but surely, it is in the dark and

inhospitable days that the balm of God needs to be administered; when the scoring of
debating points seems not to matter, and the fervent longing for love, compassion, and
companionship seem to be all-important. Our God DOES administer the balm. We must present
the wound to him..

Comfort through Christ

Comfort, by definition, means 'relief in affliction', 'consolation', 'conscious well-being'.

Simeon, says the scripture 'was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel' (Luke
2:25)' For what, or whom, was Simeon waiting? Well, the Holy Spirit told him 'that he
should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ' (v 26). Is Jesus our consolation? It
was he who said, "Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 will give you rest".

Have you ever, in your mind's eye, seen Jesus bowed beneath the weight of the cross,
bearing it to the place of crucifixion? Wlien those languid eyes were turned upon his tormentors
did they see the love and compassion there, yes, even for them? The sufferings that we have to
endure are very real, acute, and painful, and we should never try to minimise them. But surely
Jesus can help us? He can console and .comfort. He did to Paul and his companions, because
Paul was able to say, "For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also
aboundeth by Christ" (2 Cor. 1:5).

Comfort through the Holy Spirit

Shortly before his crucifixion, Jesus said, "It is expedient for you that 1 go away: for if 1
go not away, the comforter will not come unto you; but if 1 depart, 1 will send him unto you"

(John 16:7). Tliis Comforter is the Holy Spirit. In John 14:16 Jesus said "I will pray the
Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever". You
will notice the word 'another'. This reiterates what we have said, that Jesus is our comforter as
well.

When translating for Holy Spirit, the translators have given us such translations as, 'helper',
'advocate'. From the word PARAKLEETOS we have the word 'Comforter.'Perhaps the thought
is; 'one to help, like an advocate'. That being true, we understand that the Spirit stays by our
side to assist us in life's struggles. He helps us in our weaknesses, said Paul when he wrote to the
church at Rome, because we many limes don't know what lo pray for, but He takes our
prayers and presents them to God in a way which is favourable to us. When Paul wrote to
Ephesus he said, "That he would grant you according to the riches of his glory, to be
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by
faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able lo comprehend with all saints
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which
passeth knowledge, that ye may be filled with all the fulness of God" (Eph 3:16-19). That is
help indeed. Out of weakness into strength bccause of the in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit.
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