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But for our purpose the Mystic Approach may include such similar 
methods as the spiritual and allegorical. They are all tending in a similar 
direction, not only by assuming special qualifications for understanding 
and interpreting the Word, but also in tending to 'spiritualise' every text 
as though it were a kind of Samson's riddle, full of types and allegories 
to be interpreted spiritually rather than literally. A new publication from 
the pen of Dr. B. F. C. Atkinson, 'The Pocket Commentary of the Bible' 
appears to fall into this category. The first volume covers only the first 
nine chapters of Genesis but is sufficient to warn us that, unlike the same 
writer's excellent proofs of the truth of the Bible, his commentary should 
be read very critically by the young student. 

Perhaps we may be forgiven for remarking that, among nearly all 
users of the Mystic Approach, 'the millenium,' which is nowhere detailed 
in Scripture as a literal possibility, is seldom spiritualised. 

The Fantastic Approach might be considered to be an extension of 
the Mystic but deserves separate attention. Here the Bible is handled as 
though it were a veritable box of curiosities. It is scarcely a rational 
method of interpretation as it relies upon fantastic twists of numerology 
and linguistics which only the most imaginative genius could invent. The 
late John Scouller in S.S. of October, 1935 referred to a similar curiosity in 
Psalm 46. He wrote : 'Shakespear was born on 23rd April, 1564 and died 
on 23rd April, 1616. What more likely than that forty-six should be a 
favourite number of Shakespear's ? Now, counting from the beginning 
of this 46th Psalm you will find the forty-sixth word . is "shake" and, 
counting from the end, the forty-sixth word is "spear." On the methods 
of the critics, there would seem to be no doubt whatever that Shakespear 
wrote the Psalms.' Bro. Scouller used this illustration against modern 
'higher' criticism but it more aptly illustrates the antics of those who 
claim that the British nation is a lost tribe of Israel. Such methods are 
more worthy of the 'Magic Circle' than of the Bible class. R A H 

Notes on my Life 
B Y W A L T E R C R O S T H W A I T E 

A New Work in Hull 

AT the beginning of 1906, there being a desire to break up new ground, 
:along with Bro. W. Chapman (Senr.) we commenced work in the city of 
Hull. This was a joint effort by the General Evangelist and Yorkshire 
Committees. Hull was a stronghold of Methodism. For six months we 
laboured together, preaching indoors and out, and in every way possible 
pushing our plea for a return to New Testament Christianity. Then for 
eighteen months I was left to continue the work. The work was very 
hard, and progress was slow. However, with the blessing of God, by 
August, 1907 a Church with a membership of twenty-seven had been 
established. Then some well-meaning brethren (mistakenly as I then 
thought and said) attempted to hasten progress by joining with another 
mission. This proved disastrous to our cause in Hull. Disapproving of 
the policy pursued, we left Hull, and laboured with other Yorkshire 
Churches until the end of February, 1908. 

In Leicester 
The General Evangelist Committee intended entering new fields, and 

I served with them for two years. But instead of new ground I 
was sent to the Leicester district Some soul-stirring times were 
experienced; 
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especially at South Wigston. I had spent a happy and fruitful two months 
with this Church in 1905. Large numbers attended the meetings, and 
many were added to the Church. While serving this Church during the 
year 1909 my wife, who had suffered for a considerable time from that 
terrible disease consumption, fell asleep in Jesus, leaving me with three 
young children. When well she had been all that a wife could be to a 
husband, a true 'help-meet.' Never shall I forget the kindness shown to 
her, and to myself, by brethren and sisters in many parts, and especially 
in South Wigston. 

Towards the close of 1910 I received an urgent appeal to return to 
the Yorkshire district. Earnest efforts, and tempting offers were made to 
induce me to remain in Leicester. Had it been a case of choosing what 
seemed easiest and most pleasant these efforts would have succeeded. 
But I knew of the difficult position in Yorkshire and of their failure to 
secure a suitable evangelist, so I decided to go back there. 

Before leaving the Leicester district I was married to Sister Harriet 
June Loveridge of South Wigston. She and her people had shown great 
kindness to my late wife, and to my children after my wife passed away. 
For forty-two years she proved a faithful wife, and a good mother to 
the children. 

Return to Yorkshire 
Much of the same experiences as during my previous eights years* 

work were repeated, two outstanding events being the starting of two 
new Ohurches, Hill Top Street, Leeds ; and Bentley, near Doncaster. 
Hill Top Street Church was formed by members from Wortley, Leeds. 
For some years a really active Church existed there, and much was done 
to spread the plea of Churches of Christ. Bentley was a new coalfield 
opened out near Doncaster, the Church being formed of members from 
various places, mainly from the Nottingham district. Miners are often 
a floating population, new coalfields always attracting many of them. 

Debating again with the Mormons 
In November, 1910, we came into conflict with the Mormons again, 

and on the 23rd and 29th of that month a debate was held with one of 
their elders on the proposition, 'Is the Book of Mormon a Divine 
Revelation ?' Mr. Hinckley, an elder from Salt Lake City, took the affirma­
tive. He was a gentleman, and was quite fair, but he had a poor case; 
and my task was an easy one. An elder of the 'Re-organised Church of 
Latter Day Saints,' Mr. T. Taylor, was present. He evidently felt that 
the Book of Mormon had come out badly, and that he could better defend 
it, for he challenged to further debate, which we accepted. A debate was 
arranged, and for two nights, December 6th and 8th, we discussed, 'Is 
the Bible all-sifficient for our salvation?' This man was of the bulldog 
breed. He was much dissatisfied with the debate. He called at my house 
the day after and used some strong and abusive language. When an 
opponent resorts to personalities, it is evident he is beaten, and we may 
take his abuse as a compliment. 

To try to cover up his defeat Mr. Taylor held a meeting on Morley 
Market Place. I was present and put some questions to him. The Market 
Inspector arrived on the scene, and asked, 'Who gave you permission to 
hold a meeting on this square on market night?' 'Oh,' said Mr. Taylor, 
'I have seen the Market Inspector, and he gave me permission.' The 
Insnector. who was in nlain clothes, replied. 1 am the Inspector, and 
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you have never seen me about any meeting.' So the meeting held to 
expose us had an inglorious ending. While dealing with Mr. Taylor we 
may add that we met again at Ardsley in June, 1917, and for four nights 
discussed the plea of the Latter Day Saints, and that of Churches of Christ. 
There was no doubt on the part of any present, including Mr. Taylor's 
supporters, that he suffered a crushing defeat. He never got into my 
way again. 

(To be continued) 

Converted through Contact with a Burglar 

(This is the account in his own words of the conversion of Bro. Bob Bakvis, 
of Amsterdam. Many will have met Bro. Bakvis, either at the last Hindley 
Bible School or in Holland. The translation from the Dutch is by Bro. 

Frank Worgan). 

I THINK you may be interested to know how I came into contact with 
the Gospel of Christ. Let me tell you the story from the beginning. 

It was in the winter of 1944-45, and I was walking the streets of 
Amsterdam looking for something to eat for myself and my family. At 
that time of the war Holland was starving, and we, like others of our 
people, were in great need of help. [Remember that at this time Holland 
was occupied by the Germans.—F.W.] That day I met a man who said 
that he was a business man travelling between Holland and Belgium. He 
gave me a piece of chocolate. He also told me that he was a relative of my 
neighbour who lived in the flat above me. About six months later this 
neighbour, a lady, came to ask me if her relative could board with us 
for a while. Of course, he would pay for his lodgings, she said. Because 
we needed the money we were glad to agree. He came to live with us 
and always conducted himself very well. He gave me a pair of trousers 
and a few other things. And, even though he was often away from home 
for one or two nights a week, he paid his bill on time. He told us that 
he had to be in Belgium part of the time, on account of his business. 

About this time, I learned that he sometimes used another name and 
that the police viewed his activities with suspicion. For this reason I 
requested him to find another home, which he did immediately. About 
three weeks later two policemen came and searched my home. Of course 
they found nothing suspicious, but one of them told me that the man 
whom I had sheltered was one of the worst burglars in Holland! This 
upset us very much. I told the detective, a Mr. Kollerie, of our circum­
stances, and that it had been necessary for me to sell much of our clothing 
and furniture to buy food, and he asked me to go to his home because 
he might be able to help us a little. He gave me a coat and my wife a 
dress, and when I thanked him he said, 'Don't thank me, but write a letter 
to my uncle. in America. His name is J. C. Vandervis.' 

I wrote to Mr. Vandervis. Some time later, when I came home from 
work one evening, I was surprised to find Mr. Vandervis and a Mr. Philips 
waiting for me. In this manner I came into contact with the Gospel. They 
told me about Christ, and what must be done in order to become a 
Christian. It was a year later, on August 1st, 1947, that my wife and I 
were both baptised in the swimming baths in Amsterdam. In this way 
we were the first Dutch people to accept the true Gospel of Christ 
in the work in Holland. 
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About Bible School Work 
I HAVE been asked to set down some thoughts on this theme and have 
hesitated for a while, wondering just what can profitably be said under 
this heading. I imagine that what is wanted is rather a discussion of 
the why and how of Bible school rather than suggestions of schemes of 
work. 

First let me say that we must beware of modelling our schools on 
what is traditional practice of sectarian bodies. We may well have 
adopted not only practices, but, more serious, attitudes to Bible school, 
work which have sprung from a sectarian source, without ever having 
questioned them. 

The Authority for the Bible Schools 
Well now, where do we stand with reference to the Scriptures in this 

matter of the Bible school. Have we a direct command to hold them? 
No. Have^ we a New Testament or apostolic example ?—not recorded. 
Is the Bible school a necessary inference from any command ?—Yes, it 
seems to be so, for the Lord commanded to 'preach the gospel to every 
creature' (Mk. 16 :15). Now, if we take this as our basis for action, then 
we have established not only a reason for holding a Bible school, but also 
our attitude to the work and our aims in doing it. 

We are not interested in the moral training of the young as an end 
in itself, as some would declare their aims in Sunday school work. We 
are interested in teaching the story of the love of Jesus and the hopes of 
salvation it brings—we have no mandate of any sort for anything else. 
We are not set to 'keep' the young people we find in our schools (though 
would wish to do so); we are set to keep the faith. We should not be 
so much interested in the number of scholars in the school, as in the 
number coming out of it into the Church. All these things stem from 
that first premise that we are to preach the Gospel through the school. 

How shall we teach the Children 
Now having said all that, we must bow to the fact that children are 

not just small-sized adults so that they can be given the Gospel in small-
sized sermons. Children are immature in every way. They cannot in 
early years understand what we adults imply by the name 'God/ even 
though they may speak very freely of Him. They are to very varied 
degrees aware of sin—not that they do not recognise it in their own lives, 
so much as that it is not in some of their lives. Did not Jesus say of 
the little children, 'of such is the kingdom of heaven' ? (Mk. 10 :14). 

At the other end of the scale there may be some 'little horror' who 
smokes and swears, and does many things his teacher has never dreamed 
of, and yet he is a child. Now all this poses a real teaser of a problem 
of approach. Do we regard our scholars as being 'of the kingdom,' or 
as sinners in need of a saviour ? If they are the former, then they can 
be considered to have access to God through Jesus in prayer; not so 
if they are unredeemed sinners. What of our prayers then in Bible school 
(and similarly some of our hymns) ? A prayer we offer in Jesus' name 
will be heard, but we encourage the children to join silently with us in 
that prayer. Is is part of the proclaiming of the Gospel to teach anyone 
to pray before he has assurance of pardon and of being heard in prayer? 
I do this, as no doubt many of my readers do, but I doubt if it is right 
to do so. Do we not by that kind intention rather run counter to the 
plan of salvation? 
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