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AN AMERICAN VISITOR'S COMMENTS

MY FIRST attendance at this annual gathering impressed me with the
splendid service being rendered by Hindley Church to the rest of us. Under
the efficient direction of the overseers of Hindley, not only was the care of
a large number of visitors tended to but the programme was kept moving
along in a fine way. Sister Findlay and I were warmly received, and
hospitality everywhere was cordial and generous. Especially significant
was the attendance of the large number of young people. They were given
a much-needed opportunity to widen their acquaintance with those of their
own age. Many of them came from small and scattered congregations.

Two things were outstanding about the discussions : first, there was a
sincere desire to learn what the Bible teaches on the subject discussed. A
willingness to sacrifice preconceived views, if necessary, could be clearly
seen ; secondly, a fine spirit of love was manifested where there were points
of disagreement. The forums and question periods were very stimulating
and well participated.

Brother David Dougall in his earnest, simple manner demonstrated real
Scottish preaching of the gospel. The early morning prayer services and the
street preaching each day were very helpful. Interest in the neglected sub
ject of the work of the Holy Spirit was good. Especially encouraging was
the response to the study of the work of elders and deacons. There was
evidenced a determination to develop this among the congregations. No one
presumed to speak officially for the gathering, and this was made clear by
the brethren in charge.

It was a genuine pleasure to renew old acquaintances from our 1953
visit to Scotland, and to meet so many who were known previously only
by reputation. Brethren were in attendance not only from England, Ireland
and Scotland, but from Germany, Belgium and the United States as well.
It was a privilege to be with that venerable veteran of the gospel, Brother
W. Crosthwaite, for the first time.
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In spite of the fact that neighbouring churches assisted Hindley, it was
noted that the load is getting heavier each year by increased attendance. It
seems in order to me to suggest that financial help be extended Hindley by
the rest of us. Time and occasion should see a hearty financial assistance
before the close of the next School. This should be extended not only in
the matter of cost of food but also in the enlargement of the auditorium,
which is filled to capacity at these meetings.

The Lord willing, Sister Findlay and I certainly plan to be at Hindley
in 1957. C. P. FINDLAY.

Saturdaq Afternoon, Opening Meeting

BRO. LEONARD MORGAN apologised for the absence of Bro. R. J. Smith,
whose place was filled at short notice by Bro. Hugh Tinsley (Belfast).

Bro. Clyde P. Findlay (an American evangelising in Edinburgh) spoke
of the Church in America. He deplored the labouring of national distinc
tions in the Churches (Isaiah 2 :2-3).

He said that the Churches of Christ in America (i.e. Canada, Mexico and
U.S.A.) have no district or national organisations or societies, and abhor
musical instruments in worship. There is no organic connection with the
sects, Billy Graham, or even ' The Disciples of Christ.' The resultant dangers
of this strict separation are dogmatism, unkindness and unfriendliness.
Though we cannot fellowship with those in error (Jas. 4 :4, Ephesians 5 :11,
1 Corinthians 5 :11, 2nd Thess. 3 :6-15), we must honour all men.

The brethren's zeal in the gospel carries the danger of trying to Ameri
canise the world. There are many lobbyists with their little periodicals and
groups. Unity in Christ is essential, but not the Roman type of uniformity.
We can differ in expedients and be all one in Christ Jesus.

Bro. Hugh Tinsley told us how Bro. Andrew Gardiner and Bro.
McGaughey showed him the way of life. Afterwards he trained as an
evangelist in the U.S.A. He has the desire to stand on, and to lead others
to. New Testament truth. As a result he is branded and has lost many
friends.

Eighteen have been baptised since his return to Belfast, where the work
is hard and new. This congregation has talent, contends earnestly for the
Faith, refuses to compromise, and is striving for a scriptural oversight.
They have their own baptistery and building. Many people are interested
in the gospel. The brethren would welcome visitors from England. Soon
they hope to send preachers to England.

Bro. D. Earwood, American missionary in Belgium, said that nine years
ago a Christian American girl sent letters to her soldier boy-friend in Bel
gium, from which others learned about the Church. Consequently, Bro.
Timmerman went in 1949 and formed a congregation of twenty souls. This
began a revival of the Church in Belgium. Since then many have sought,
found and then crucified the truth, desiring independence rather than
brotherly co-operation.

Bro. Earwood and later Bro. Roberts went to work there. Now there
are congregations at Liege (the largest 35 members), Vervier, and two at
Brussels. There are four men training to preach. One, an ex-Roman
Catholic priest, will be able to work amongst Flemish-speaking people.

The Belgian people, 95 per cent Catholic, are indifferent to the Bible,
which is outlawed by the priests, and is obtainable from Protestant societies
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and the Bible Society only. To them, God exists inside R.C. Churches only.
Sunday is a day of beer-drinking in the innumerable cafes and pleasure.
The work is very disheartening, and needs the continual fervent prayers of
the righteous.

ALLAN ASHURST.

Saturdaif Evening Meeting
THE crowded meeting room resounded to the singing of ' All hail the power
of Jesus' name.' We were officially welcomed by Bro. Leonard Morgan,
whose hope was that Jesus would be honoured and glorified.

Stephen Winstanley, the chairman, besought all brethren to pray for
the preacher in his great responsibility of winning souls for the Saviour.
The assembly then united to sing, ' Join all the glorious names.'

First Address: Albert VA/fnstanlei|

'We saw plainly that the Lord was with thee' (Gen. 26:28). The
Philistines saw how Isaac prospered under the blessing of God. Abimelech
was jealous of Isaac's wealth and asked him to move. Isaac moved to the
valley of Gerar and dug a well, but the Philistine herdmen claimed the well.
Isaac relinquished the well, which he called ' Contention,' and dug another,
which he also relinquished and called ' Enmity.' Isaac moved and dug a
third well,' Room,' 'because,' he said,' the Lord hath made room for us and
we shall be fruitful in the land.' From Rehoboth Isaac moved to Beer-sheba
and built an altar to God, who appeared and spoke to him. Abimelech saw
that God was with Isaac and asked for a pact of peace.

The Lord was with Isaac because he was one of the people of the
Covenant and God would fulfil the promise he gave to Abraham. God
blessed Isaac because he did the things which were pleasing to Him. God
always blessed Israel when they were obedient. Even so the Church, which
is the spiritual Israel, will be blessed by God when we are obedient.

The Philistines knew that Isaac was prosperous because God was with
him. They saw Isaac as a 'Christ-like' person. Both Isaac and Jesus
sacrificed their rights to obtain peace. Both had power to resist, but both
knew that physical power cannot serve for spiritual purposes. Isaac sought
the approval of God and by his life made friends of his enemies. We have
the approval of God to-day if we are obedient to Him. We can receive God
into our lives, for the Holy Spirit is given to all that obey Him. If we are
Christians the people around us will see that God is with us, and through
our lives we will bring people to Christ.

Second Address: F. C. Daij
One of the aims of the Bible School is that we may leam. We have no

thoughts of our own, so we must learn God's thoughts. We cannot learn
God's thoughts unless we are Christians and have the Holy Spirit within us,
*For my thoughts are not your thoughts,' saith the Lord (Isa. 55 :8). Now
we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of
God, that we may know the things that are freely given to us of God. (1 Cor.
2 :12). We learn the will and the thoughts of God from the Bible. We are
in the likeness of God in that we have a will. It may be our will or desire
to do a thing, but we may not have the ability to do it. The same is true
of God. It is God's will that none should perish, but He cannot make man
accept his offer of salvation, because in doing so he would take away man's
will. The will of God is seen in the Old and the New Testaments. God's
will is something we must do ; it is something we must desire to do, and in
wWch Jesus delighted. We belong to the same family as Jesus if we do
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God's will. God cannot take our will, but we must take His will— For this
is the will of God, even your sanctification' (1 Thess. 4:3). We must be
' transformed by the renewing of the mind, that we may prove what is the
good and acceptable and perfect will of God' (Rom. 12 :2). 'The world passes
away, and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of God abideth for
ever.' (1 Jn. 2:ip. D MURPHY.

Earli| Morning Praqer Meetings

ONCE more the prayer meetings were a great success. The average attend
ance for the meetings was 56. A suggestion was made that the prayers be
brief so that as many as possible could join in. This suggestion was acted
upon and a great number of the brothers took part. Before the prayers at
each meeting our minds were directed for a short time to one of the ' I ams'
of Jesus.

Sunday. Bro. A. Gardiner read John 9 :1-7 and dealt with ' I am the
light of the world.' He pointed out that the Lord Jesus Christ is the light
of the world. Looking from afar we see the Saviour and realise that we
are sinners. When we accept Him we see things differently. His life
changes our sense of values. Jesus is in heaven at God's right hand, and
we should remember His words ' Ye are the light of the world.' He can only
work through us. We must develop ourselves spiritually by prayer and
study.

Monday. Bro. W. Steele read John 6 :47-48 and dealt with ' I am the
bread of lifeJ Bread is needed for our bodies. We must have this. But we
must also feed our better man. Jesus said, ' I am the bread of life.' All
things that we eat come from the same source—up from the ^ound. But
*Man shall not live by bread alone.' This is the bread of life which comes
down from heaven to sustain us. ' Your fathers did eat manna in the wilder
ness, and are dead' (John 6 :49). Not so with the bread of life. The bread
of life is for all the world. We should be filled with a desire to give people
this bread of life.

Tuesday. Bro. G. Lodge read John 10:7-9 and dealt with 7 am the
door.' He showed that the door is the entrance to the fold—' By me if any
man enter in he shall be saved . , . ' Then the Christian receives from His
Saviour strength to ' go in and out,' in the service of God. Jesus as the door
suggests security for His sheep. A little boy cried because he could not get
into his home. Home represented security to him. Jesus Christ is our
spiritual security. Our lives are ' hid with Christ in God.'

Wednesday. Bro. P. Jones read John 10 :11-18 and dealt with 'I am the
good shepherd.' He reminded us of a shepherd in Israel. He had to lead
his sheep looking out for sickness in the flock and protecting it. David was
the perfect shepherd. To protect his sheep he had killed a lion. Men hired
for this work did it until danger arose, then they fled. There we see the
difference between the hireling and the true shepherd. Jesus foretold that
He would lay down his life for the sheep. Christ was prepared to go the
whole distance. His life was given up for His flock.

Thursday. Bro. T. Nisbet read John 11:21-27 and dealt with 7 am the
resurrection.' It was fitting that this should be the last' I am.' Without this
all others would be of no avail. Our lives could not have been revolutionised
if Christ had not risen. Jesus was proved to be the Son of Grod by the
resurrection. So long as we remain in Christ we have the assurance of
eternal life. After being on the mountain top we sadly go down into the
valley. But we should remember that Christ is resurrected. It wasn't
merely by His teaching that Christ changed the world, but by His teaching
and resurrection, q UEYLAND,
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Lectures:

The Personalitq and The Work of the Holq Spirit

The Holq Spirit a Person
THIS is a great and important subject; and I fear a neglected one. Some
may be in the position of believers at Ephesus whom Paul asked, ' Have ye
received the Holy Spirit since ye believed ?' who answered, ' We have not
so much as heard whether there be any Holy Spirit.' (Acts 19 :l-2). Fifty
or sixty years ago, I could have spoken with much more confidence on this
and other subjects than I can now. When a man gets old, and I must plead
guilty to that, he becomes more and more conscious of how little he really
knows. I cannot tell you all you would like to know, I can only tell you
what I know.

The Holy Spirit is named in 82 passages in the Old Testament and in
261 passages in the New Testament. It is much better to speak of the Holy
Spirit than of the Holy Ghost. In suggestions at the end of the Revised New
Testament, we read, 'for "Holy Ghost" adopt uniformly the rendering "Holy
Spirit." ' The word ghost, which authorities tell us originally meant guest,
is now, or should be, obsolete in this sense. To speak of the Ghost who is
the comforter sounds odd.

Is the Holy Spirit a person? Some contend that the Holy Spirit is just
a powerful influence. Some even of our brethren used to say the only Holy
Spirit they knew of was carried in the New Testament in their pockets.
Paul spoke of ' the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God' (Ephes.
6 :17). He does not say that the word is the Spirit, but the sword which the
Spirit uses is the word of God. I have heard of one sect who hold that the
Spirit and electricity are the same. If they are right you had better not pray
to be filled with the Spirit, or you may go off suddenly, and leave no address
behind.

It is difficult for us to think of a person apart from a body. Yet Paul
tells us that the body is only the tent or tabernacle in which the person lives.
He speaks of ' our earthly house of this tabernacle. . . We that are in this
tabernacle,' etc. (2 Cor. 5 :1-5). Peter wrote,' As long as I am in this taber
nacle . . . knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle' (2 Peter
1:13-14). The real person dwells in tiie body.

Proofs of PersonalIti( of the Holq Spirit
(1) In speaking of the Holy Spirit, our Lord and the New Testament

writers, used personal pronouns •' ' he,' ' him,' ' whom.' In the authorised
version there are two exceptions, both in Romans 8. In verse 16 we read,
'The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit,' and in verse 26, 'The Spirit
itself maketh intercession for us.' In both verses the Revised Version reads,
' the Spirit Himself.' You would not say of a witness, 'It is a good witness,'
nor of an intercessor 'It is a good intercessor.'

(2) Personal acts are done by the Holy Spirit. Read the references in
the Gospel by John, chapters 14 to 16. ' The Holy Spirit whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to
your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you' he shall testify of
me ' he will guide you into all truth; for he shall not speak of himself:
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak; and he shall show you
things to come. He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine, and shall
show it unto you.' These are all personal acts. ' He shall guide you into
all the truth.' (R.V.) ;' Teach you all things.' These tell of a complete and
final revelation of the Lord's will; and leave no room for others to add to it.
If you ask me where that final arid complete revelation is to be found, I
unhesitatingly answer, in the N^w Testament Scriptures; I am confident
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that all the Lord desires us to know in this life is to be found in that won
derful book.

(3) His Name—* The Comforter,' the 'Paraclete,' meaning helper,
advocate translated ' advocate' in 1 John 2:1:' We have an advocate with
the Father; Jesus Christ the righteous.'

In that farewell message to His sorrowing disciples, Jesus said : *I will
pray the Father, and He will give you another Comforter, that he may abide
with you for ever.' (John 14:16). 'Another Comforter,' Jesus had been their
comforter, advocate and helper ; but he told of One who would come to take
his place. With all reverence, and believing fully in the absolute Deity of
the Lord Jesus, the One he was sending to take His place would be more to
His disciples than Jesus could be in the days of His flesh, limited as He was
to time and place. The One who was coming would be with His people in
all places, and throughout all time. Jesus further said, ' I will not leave you
comfortless (like orphans; bereaved). I will come to you.' (John 14 :18). The
promises of Jesus concerning the coming of the Holy Spirit, surely tell of
the abiding Spiritual presence of the One who would be bodily absent.

The Holq Spirit is a Divine Person
Peter charges Ananias with telling a ' lie to the Holy Spirit,' and added,

' thou hast not lied unto men, but xmto God' (Acts 5 :3-4). You can tell a
lie to a person, but not to a mere influence, however powerful. To tell a lie
to the Holy Spirit was, as Peter showed, the same as telling one to God.
Further, Jesus said, ' He that shall blaspheme against the Holy Spirit hath
never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation : because they said,
he hath an unclean spirit' (Mark 3 :29-30). Strictly speaking blasphemy can
only be committed against a Divine Person. Jesus was by the Spirit of
God working miracles which gave abundant evidence of His divinity: but
rather than admit this the Scribes said He had an ' unclean spirit,' that He
was in league with ' the prince of the devils.' (Mat. 9 :34). It was a wilful
and wicked closing of their eyes to, and rejection of the truth. And that is
the sin for which there is no pardon.

The attributes of the Deitq are given to the Holq Spirit
Eternal existence. In the beginning, when ' the earth was without form

and void . . . the Spirit of God moved (brooded) upon the face of the
waters.' (Gen. 1:1-2). He is called the ' eternal spirit.' (Heb. 9 :14).

Omniscient. All knowing: ' The Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the
deep things of God.' (1 Cor. 2:10).

Omnipresent. ' Whither shall I go from thy spirit ? Or whither shall I
flee from thy presence ? ... If I take the wings of the morning and dwell
in the uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall thy hand lead me, and
thy right hand shall hold me.' (Psalm 139:7-12). The great commission,
which some say we make too much of, but of which I feel we have never
made half enough, reads: ' All authority hath been given unto me both
in heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptising them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you, and lo I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world.' (Matt. 28:18-20 R.V.). The Holy Spirit is here joined with the
Father and Son as one into whose name believers are to be baptised: the
name of a person, and a divine person.

What of the Qodhead?
This question will rise in some minds. Paul tells us that' great is the

mystery of Godliness; God was manifest in the flesh.' (1 Tim. 3:16), He
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also speaks of ' the mystery of iniquity' (2 Thess. 2). The mystery of God
liness is God becoming man; the mystery of iniquity is man trying to
become God. (2 Thess. 2:4).

Many attempts have been made to explain the three persons in one
Godhead. John says, 'these three are one.' (1 John 5:7). In 'Morning
Prayer' in the Anglican Prayer Book, we read : 'The Father incomprehen
sible ; the Son incomprehensible ; and the Holy Ghost incomprehensible . .
there are not three incomprehensibles . . . but . , . one incomprehensible
... He therefore that will be saved must thus think of the Trinity.' What
folly to try to explain that which cannot be explained, of trying to be wise
above what is written in the Scriptures. Man is constituted of ' spirit, and
soul, and body. (1 Thess. 5:23) yet he is one person. Is it not right to say
that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are three manifestations of the one God ?

The Old Testament conception of God was of the great Creator seen in
all His wondrous works. Then ' God was manifest in the flesh,' ' God was
in Christ' (2 Cor. 5:19), to redeem and save mankind. Then when the
Lord Jesus, the Christ, went back to the Father, the Holy Spirit came to be
in and with His people for ever. The presence of the Holy Spirit can be
known in rich experience, rather than by a lot of talk.

I cannot do better than close with Paul's benediction: ' The grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion (fellowship)
of the Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen.' (2 Corinth. 13 :14).

WALTER CROSTHWAITE.

[The subsequent Lectures on the Holy Spirit will be printed, God willing,
in following issues of the S.S.].

The Forums

THE morning Forums, as always, proved a very popular feature of the Bible
School. This year's Forums dealt with the Qualifications, Work and Appoint
ment of Elders and Deacons.

Mondaq: The Qualifications of the Elders
Bro. Day led the discussion, pointing out that the word ' elder' denotes

age, and also signifies an office in the church. Alternatives are bishop, ovei>
seer, pastor and shepherd.

The Forum brought out the following points: The qualifications are a
'must.' They are given to bring forth suitable men and eliminate those
unsuitable. The will of Christ must be the elder's will. He must be self-
controlled, humble, able to feed others. Elders must be such as God wants
all his children to be.

The desire should be for the work, not the office merely. Too much time
must not be spent amassing wealth; and the elder must seek no reward
except the crown of life and an inheritance among them that are sanctified.

An elder must be married, having children faithful to him, and must be
a good example in everjrthing.

He must live up to God's standard, not man's, be hospitable and have a
gift for teaching. He need not be a preacher. He must look for and de
velop the talents of members.

Not only should these qualifications not deter anyone but it should be
the earnest aim of every brother in the church to measure up to these re
quirements.
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