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CHRIST, YET TO COME ?

A new book, just published by Mr. Bamber Gascoyne and entitled "Christians" is intended to
demonstrate the effect that Christianity has had upon the world. Mr Gascoyne is, himself, an
unbeliever. The material in the book has been adapted for television and Is to be screened over
several weeks. The first programme was shown a few evenings agoand wasa fair start although
it was easy to pick out some inaccuracies in the commentary. One of the items shown on film
was the last remaining vestige of what was left of the temple at the destruction of Jerusalem -
i.e. 'The Wailing Wall'. 'Tlie 'Wailing Wall*, a length of very high stone wall in Jerusalem is
certainly thought to be a part of the temple, but the Temple of Herod. After the Jews
returned, after the destruction of the city that is, it eventually became a tradition to gather
there every Friday for prayer and lamentations for the dispersion and lost glories of Israel. The
Jews who resort there certainly do not disguise their feelings and it certainly is well named as
'Tlie Wailing Wall'. Evidently those who lament at the wall are not believers in Christ, as was
pointed out by Mr. Gascoyne, and indeed most Jews are still waiting for (if nt)t looking for)
the Messiah. To them, Christ has not yet come, and His entry into this world is yet future.

The saddest thing about the 'Wailing Wall' must surely be that it personifies those who do
not believe that Christ has come, and the most lamentable thing about it must surely be
that Jews are still looking for something which is already well past. One would think that
the Jews, who read the scriptures, would be aware of the prophesies in the scriptures con
cerning Christ and would be persuaded that Christ indeed fulfilled them all. Sidney Collett in
his book 'Scripture of Truth' estimates that Jesus fulfilled some three hundred Old Testament
prophesies. Certainly the apostle Paul was able to draw heavily upon the Old Testament
scriptures to prove the heavenly credentials of Christ for we read, "For he (Paul) mightily
convinced the Jews, and that publicly, shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was the Christ"
(Acts 18:28).

Let us consider what the Jews, who do not believe that Messias has yet come^ must be
looking for. Assuming that they believe the Old Testament scriptures and that thesescriptures
are yet to be fulfilled - what must they each day be expecting? For what must tney be looking?
Well, first of all the Messiah for which they are looking will, in terms of lineage, have to be of
the seed of Abraham for "In Abraham's seed would all the nations of the earth be blessed"
(C-en. 18:18; Gen. 12:3). That promise was transferred to Isaac and to Jacob (Gen. 17:19;
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Num. 24:17). He must also be of the tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10). Where today, or in the
future, will theJews find such an one? I am notsure if a Jew could, today,-trace his lineage
back as far as Abraham, or prove his pedigree. Also the Christ yet to come would also have
to be the Son of David and heir to his throne(Isaiah 9:7; 2 Sam. 7:13).Jesus of Nazareth was
all of those things. The early books of the New Testament set out, for all and any to
investigate, his anscestry. He was Abraham's seed (Matt. 1:1; Luke 3:34). He was of the seed
of Isaac and Jacob (Matt. 1:2; Luke 3:34). He was of the tribeof Judah (Luke 3:33). Hewas
the son of David (Matt. 1:1; Matt. 1:6). Surely the Jews must know that it is now unlikely
for a man of such lineage to come round the comer.

If sucha man comes round the corner he will have to have hadhisorigins at Bethlehem.
In Micah 5:2 the Messiah's birthplace is prophesied thus, "But thou Bethleham Ephratah,
though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forthhave been from old,from everlasting". ^
Not only, then, wiU the coming one have to have the lineage previously described but he
will also have to be bom at Bethlehem, Strangely enough, Jesus Christ was bom there (Luke
2:4-7). Not only will this child have to be bomin Bethlehem but will have, in infancy, tobe
taken into Egypt" so thatit might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet
saying. Out of Egypt have I called my son" (Matt. 2:15; Hosea 11:1; Ex. 4:22-23). When this
child, looked for bythe Jews, returns from Egypt, hewill have to take upresidence at Nazareth
in order to fulfil 'that which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene"
(Matt. 2:23; Judg. 13:5; 1 Sam. 1:11). This istosay nothing of the problem offulfilling "that
which was spoken byJeremy theprophet, saying. InRama there was avoice heard, lamentation,
and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would notbecomforted,
because they are not". The fulfilment of this scripture is described in Matt. 2:16 asoccurring
when King Herod slew all the children, two years old and under, both in3ethleham and all
the coasts thereof.

We can perhaps begin to see how difficult it will be for the Jews to see, in the future,
these scriptures coming to pass in the person of someone yet to come, but we have not yet
reaUy got started on the theme. There is the question of the time ofthe coming ofthe C3irist
Dan. 9:25 says, "Know therefore and understand that from the going forth of the command
ment to restore and build Jerusalem unto the Messiah, the Prince, shall be seven weeks and
threescore and two..." and the same prophet said (2:44) "And in the days of these kings
shaU God set up a kingdom..." And in the days of what kings? Towhat kings do the Jews
consider the prophet refers?

This man for whom the Jews await will also have to experience a unique birth, i.e. be ^
bom of a virgin, so thathe might fulfil Isaiah 7:14 "Therefore theLord Himself wiU give you
a sign; behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name, Immanuel".
This man assuming he fills all the considerable requirements so far, will have to be prophet
like unto Moses (Deut. 18:15) but virill r^uire to be a priest, and not only a priest, but a
priest for ever after the Order of Melchizedek - i.e. without parentage and without beting
or ending. Jesus of Nazareth was bom of a virgin (Matt. 1:18) and was a prophet like unto
Moses (John 6:14; Acts 3:19-26) and was a priest afterTheOrder of Melchizedek (Heb. 6:20).

It is ironical that this man the Jewsare so eagerly awaiting willalsohaveto be rejected
by them if thescriptures are to be fulfilled. The Jews will have to reject him and even cracify
him. For instance Isaiah 53 describes how unattractive the Messiah will be to the Jews when
he does come, e.g. "He is despised andrejected of men; a manof sorrows, andacquainted with
grief and we hid as it were our faces from him; heisdespised and we esteemed him not". This
same chapter says a whole lot of things concerning what will befall the Messiah and what He
will accomplish. He will bearour griefs and carry oursorrows; on Him will God lay the
iniquity of us all; He will be affiicted and oppressed and will besUent at His slaughter asa
lamb beforeher shearers is dumb; He will be taken from prison and judgement and make His
grave with the wicked and His death with the rich: His soul shall be an offeruig for sin
and He shall bear the iniquity of the worid and shall be numbered with the transgressors.
Before all this befalls Him he shall have to amke a triumphal entry into the city of Jerasalem,
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