












THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD 119 

Wrong Approaches to be Avoided 

(a) The Casual Approach. This is the way that some folk have of 
reading without intending or expecting to understand the Bible. It can be 
divided mainly into the following three aspects :— 

(1) Reading only from a sense of duty. This becomes a habit simply 
because it is ' the done thing' in certain circles. But what is the value of 
having read the Bible through any number of times if it is not understood ? 
It has been said that this exercise is ' something better than a pilgrimage 
to Mecca' (or Rome), 'but as a means of becoming acquainted with the 
Scriptures it is very poor.' Certainly we would not read any other book in 
this way. 

(2) Reading irregularly and without any system. This is a spasmodic and 
patchy approach, reading here a verse and there a chapter, now in the Old 
Testament and then in the New. Like the previous habit, it may teach us 
details of truth which stick in the mind of their own accord, but it tends to 
encourage that mistaken notion that whatever scrap of scripture attracts 
our attention is necessarily the message of God to us at a given time. 

(3) Reading only favourite passages. This is another casual approach 
which certainly would not be used in the pursuit of any other form of 
knowledge. It encourages the * one-track' attitude of those who love to 
ride a ' hobby horse,' but cannot serve to teach anyone the whole counsel 
of God. 

There may be other aspects of this section. Anything that hinders a 
thorough and regular study should be avoided. There is nothing casual 
about the Apostle's word to Timothy, ' Study to show thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 

(To be continued) 

Notes on my Life 
B Y W A L T E R C R O S T H W A I T E 

[The former editor has been prevailed upon to write these notes on his long 
life because we feel that they will satisfy the desire of many brethren, and 
at the same time will give interesting glimpses of the history of the 
Churches of Christ, in which Bro. Crosthwaite has had such a wide and 

varied experience.—EDITOR.] 

My Father 

I WAS BORN in Ulverston, North Lancashire, on October 30th, 1873. My 
father was one of the pioneers, and for many years an elder, of the Church 
of Christ in that town. Of how he came to that position the following, 
written by himself, will tel l : ' In January, 1876, I joined the Church of 
Christ meeting at Lindal, having previously belonged to the Baptists at 
Ulverston. Up to the year 1864, I was sceptical about religion, but at that 
time I gave up the use of intoxicating drink, after which good resolutions 
were aroused within. But. baby-sprinkling and other false doctrines caused 
me to stumble. For a time I was groping about in the dark. I felt my need 
of a Saviour. In a short time, I beheld Jesus, the Chief amongst ten 
thousand, and the altogether lovely. I saw baptism as a command from 
Him. Had I seen it as clear as I did afterwards, I would have attended to it 
sooner, I think. However, on June 10th, 1871, I was baptised, and joined 
the Baptists ; and remained with them up to the time of joining the Church 
as stated above. 
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11 attended the discussion on Baptism between the " Rev." L. O. Lewis, 
Vicar of Lindal-in-Furness, and Mr. David King, of Birmingham, held on 
the 8th, 9th, 14th and 15th of December, 1875. That, and conversations I had 
with John Coward, William McDougall and several other brethren forced 
the truth upon me, causing me to see clearly that I was not on New Testa
ment ground in many things, therefore I was forced to move. On the 12th 
day of March, 1876, I had a conversation with two friends of mine who had 
been formerly connected with the Baptists. They said they would like to 
meet according to the teaching of the New Testament. I invited them to 
go with me to Lindal, and they would see our form; and also hear Bro. 
Evans give his finishing discourse on "The Tabernacle." They did so and 
were delighted. Bro. Evans advised us to meet at once, he believing us to 
be men of stability. Therefore we met for the first time in Ulverston to 
'break bread' in, the house of Sister Sarah Woods on the 19th day of 
March, 1876. There were present four brethren and three sisters. Two of 
the brethren never met with us again to break bread. We were all opposed 
by those who should have helped us rnost. One of the brethren said that 
his heart is with us, but because of his wife's persecutions he remains away 
from us. I cannot understand such men. The Saviour says they that love 
anything more than Him are unworthy of Him. The Church continued to 
exist amidst many trials from false and unfaithful brethren up to March 
20th, 1881, when it was decided that, after March 27th, we meet with the 
brethren at Lindal, about three miles off. We continued there up to April 
1st, 1883, upon which day we met again in Ulverston, and hope we will 
never have to give up till the Master comes to call His people to Himself. 
-—Joseph Crosthwaite.' 

The Churches of Christ 

As most of my life has been spent in the service of the Churches with 
which my father was associated, a brief statement of their position and 
plea will not be out of place here. Churches of Christ in Britain were 
really the outcome of the labours of Robert and James Haldane. These 
heroic souls laboured hard and spent much in an endeavour to establish 
churches of New Testament faith and order. They regarded their efforts as 
unsuccessful, and modestly thought they were unworthy workers for such 
a great task. But they sowed seed which in Britain, America and other 
lands has produced a wonderful harvest. 

Churches of Christ reject all human creeds and confessions of faith, and 
stand for the Bible only as their standard and guide. They plead for 

rightly dividing the word of truth,' holding that the Old Testament Scrip
tures reveal a national religion for the Jews, and the New reveals a religion 
for all peoples and nations. What God required from His ancient people 
is found in the Old Testament; what He requires now is in the New Testa
ment, The Church is built upon ' the Christ, the Son of the living God.' 
Faith in Jesus as such, and obedience to Him, is the bond of union and 
fellowship. All believers must, in accordance with New Testament teaching 
and practice, be immersed into the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins; and should meet to remember Him in the ' Breaking of Bread' 
every Lord's Day. They plead for the union of all believers by a return 
to the ground on which the Church stood at the beginning. Divisions have 
been caused by departure from New Testament teaching and practice; 
unity can be attained by a return thereto. 

(To be continued) 
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