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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
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OJh£^ GAlCiiCan oA i£aint
IN the past three months articles have appeared in this magazine aiming to show
who and what Christians are. It was pointed out that the word "Christian" is a
much misunderstood and loosely used word, often bearing no relationship to its
New Testament meaning—its only correct usage.

The same applies to another New Testament word, the word "saint." To most
people it has a mystical meaning: a saint is someone of exceptional spiritual
qualities, outstanding i'or holiness or righteousness. He need not be a Christian
at all: he may be a devotee ol" the Buddhist or Hindu or other religion. To many
people, for example, Mahatma Gandhi was a saint because of the purity of his life.

Three mistaken ideas about Saints

Even among Christians vague ideas are often found as to what a saint is. He
is thought of as a Christian who lives an unworldly life, on a higher standard than
his fellow-Christians, a life possible only to a favoured few, but which the average
Christian is not called upon to attain. He keeps himself "unspotted from the
world" and devotes himself to God and His chm'ch in a manner not to be expected
of other Christians, who are so busy making a living and getting through their
pressing duties that tliey haven't time or opportunities to show the virtues of
saints. Almost as though a saint is a "professional" Christian, while the rest are
to be content with rendering part-time service.

Very often conceptions of saints have been formed by conventional paintings,
in which certain characters are made to stand out by the wearing of haloes round
their heads. As though Christ or His apostles walked the streets and roads of
Palestine with such imaginary and artistic conceptions of glory surrounding them!
It is common, too, to preface the names of New Testament characters or writers
with the term "saint," as "Saint" Mark, "Saint" Luke, "Saint" Jude. In this way
we demonstrate our belief that "saint" is a term which can be applied only to a
select few—a usage quite contrary to that in the Scriptures.

A third conception is that iield by the Roman Catholic Church. In that church
a saint is one whose life was of exceptional spiritual virtue. But the strange thing
is that such a one was not a saint while living but only long after he died, and
even then only when "authenticated" miracles have been proved as having been
performed by him in life, or by his bones in death. Elaborate courts of investiga
tion are held to examine the evidence for such miracles, and of course enormous
fees have to be paid to defray the expenses of the beatification and canonisation
ceremonies which exalt them to sainthood. When they thus become saints in
heaven they can be prayed to by the faithful to plead their cause—even if that
cause be the winning of a football pool! The superfluous holiness of such saints
is held in a central reservoir, so to speak, which can be drawn upon to make up
for the lack of goodness displayed by many Roman Catholics who have died and
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gone to the purely imaginai'y purgatory—always provided that sufBcient payments
are made to offer masses for their salvation. The Council of Trent (1545-1563)

decreed "The saints who reign with Christ offer to God their prayers for men;
that it is needful to invoke them by supplication and to have their aid and assist
ance in order to obtain from God His benefits thi-ough His Son Jesus Christ, who
alone is our Saviour and Redeemer."

None of the above notions of what saints are finds any support or authority
in the New Testament, or indeed in the whole Bible. The Bible is an eastern book,
full of eastern customs and sayings, and given by the Spirit of God through
eastern minds. Yet the Bible does not teach the eastern idea of sainthood or

holiness. In eastern religions holiness has no necessaiy connection with character.
A holy man, one intimate with a god, is not necessarily a moral man. In the East
"holy men" are not necessarily saints in the Bible sense.

What the Bible says

In the Old Testament we find that the holiness of God is His absolute separa
tion from evil, His perfect purity. Persons and things are holy because of their
connection with God. Thus we read of heaven (Psalm 20:6); throne (Ps. 47:8);
attendants (89:2); Spirit (51:7); Name (Lev. 20:3); way (Isa. 35:8); people (Lev.
19:2); land (Zech. 2:12); temple (Ps. 11:4); city (Isa. 52:9) and every part of
the tabernacle being holy because they are engaged in the service of God.

Holiness in the Old Testament means sainthood in the New. The Authorised
Version "holiness" is almost always translated "sanctification" in the Revised.
Sanctification is from sanctus—the Latin for saint. Thus in the New Testament

a saint is a sanctified or separated one. called by God through His gospel. Paul
addresses the Corinthian Christians as "sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be

saints" (1 Cor. 1:2). He says the same to the Christians at Rome—"To all God's
beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints." In the opening sentence of that
letter Paul speaks of himself as "called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel
of Christ." As definitely as Paul was called and set apart by God to do His will,
so definitely and actually have Christians been called, set apart, by God to be
His people. That calling and setting apart make them saints. In other words, a
saint denotes relationship to God and Christ Jesus, not character. Christians are
saints not because of character, righteousness or goodness, but because they are
"children of God. and if children then heirs, heirs of God and fellow-heirs with
Christ" (Rom. 8:16-17), and because "in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God

through faith. For as many of you as were baptised into Christ have put on
Christ." (Gal. 3:26-7).

Our high calling
Does this mean that we may live any kind of life we wish without our relation

ship to God as saints being affected? No: rather the reverse. Because we are
saints, because of our relationship to God, we are to live as becomes saints. We
are exhorted to do good and become holy not in order to be saints, but because
we are saints. We are to work, not in order to be saved, but because we are saved.
Thus, salvation is not of merit, but is "the gift of God" (Rom. 6:23). Time after
time w^ are exhorted as saints to do or not to do certain things (Rom. 16:2; Eph.
5:3; Phil. 1:27).

What more glorious incentive could there be to purity of character and holiness
of life than that we are saints, called, separated, sanctified by God? What nobler
aspiration than to live as children of God? "As obedient children, do not be con
formed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he who called you is holy,
be holy yourselves in all your conduct." (l Pet. 1:14-15). The Holy and Sinless One,
the Son of God Himself taught His followers that "You must be perfect, as your
heavenly Father is perfect." (Matt. 5:48).

May our daily prayer and conscious effort be to be
"Like Jesus, like Jesus; I want to be like Jesus.
I love Him so, I want to grow like Jesus day by day."

EDITOR.
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