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o. .
Evangelists and
. o
-.Comimittees.

Dear Bro. Crosthwaite,—First of all,
let me thank Brethren Breakell and Jep-
son for their replies to my recent letter.

It is quite evident that there is not
Scriptural authority for =~ committees
being appointed to employ evangelists.

Bro, Breakell suggests that the com-
mittee (I take 1t he means the Old Paths
Committee) be termed an oversight, and
he quotes 1 Peter v. 2 in support of his

.suggestion. This passage refers to

elders, and as far as I am aware, elders .

are only spoken of in connection with
local Churches. I know no Scripture to
suggest that any oversight existed in
the Church in its universal aspect. Fur-
ther, the passage quoted speaks of the
elder’s work as that of ‘feeding the flock
of God,’ but being responsible for the
work of evangelists can hardly be in-
cluded in this work.

Bro. Jepson, in his letter, writes many
things which could be discussed with
profit, but- let me first explain why I
asked'my questions.

I am one who is seeking after the
Truth, and it is my desire, as far as pos-
sible, to be in harmony with the New
Testament Scriptures. For some time
past I have felt that we could not find
any Scriptural authority for committees,
but I wondered why a committee existed
amongst those who claim to take their
stand upon God’s Word. Hence, I de-
cided to ask these questions, hoping that
some brethren, older in years and ex-
perience than myself, would reply.

I will state my findings on the subject,
but I am quite prepared to accept correc-
tion. and further Instruction from the
Scriptures, '

In the New Testament the word ‘evan-
gelist’ is mentioned three times (Acts
xxi. 8, Ephesians iv, 11, and 2 Timothy
iv. 5).

In the sense that the word ‘evangelist’
is used In the above passages, I see no
authority for men to hold this office to-
day. If some are entitled to be known
as ‘evangelists’ why have we not
apostles and prophets to-day? (See
Eph. iv, 11)) .

The word: ‘evangelist’ can only be used
generally to-day when it is applied to
anyone who is preaching the Gospel to
unbelievers,

I see nothing wrong in a brother de-
voting his whole life to this work, but I
believe that the responsibility of all pro-
claim the Gospel should be to the Lord,
and not to any committee.

I may be argued that present condi-

tions make a committee necessary, but I
feel that no, set; of circumstances should
be a sufficilent reason for introducing
something: which is un-Seriptural.

In answer to Bro, Jepson's question

with: regard to brethren uniting together
for the purpose of spreading the Gospel,
I say that I see nothing un-Scriptural in
this. After all, the first concern of every
true follower of Christ should be to win
those who-are lost for Him. But, let me
say this: There are many so-called Gos-
pel meetings to-day which are simply a
waste of time; because oftentimes there
are none present to whom the Gospel
can be proclaimed. I would point out
that it is not necessary to confine our-
selves to four walls, and to hold Gospel
meetings every Lord’s Day if we see that
no good is being accomplished.

I trust that this discussion will be to
our mutual good, and to the end that we
shall all have a’ greater desire to do the
Lord’s will more perfectly. .

. PHILIP PARTINGTON.

Seripture Readings.
John's Gospel, Chapters xiv., xv., and xvi,

THESE chapters report our Saviour’s
teaching to His apostles at the close of -
the Last Supper. It seems that they
were at table up to verse 31 of chapter
xiv.,, and finally went out at verse 1 of
chapter xviii. .

The section begins with the words:
‘Let not your heart be troubled’ and ends
with ‘I have overcome the world.’ Yet
what the disciples are learning is that
their Friend, whose power they have wit-
nissed, is -to leave them, and they are
filled with despair. This arose from
their failure to grasp the significance of
His words and works. We certainly can-
not blame them for this. Had we been
in their place we should have been no
better—possibly worse. To follow One
whose end on earth was a Cross, who
had the message of life, and yet was suf-
fering death; who for His goodness and
purity was despised and refused; this is
a hard road for human souls to follow.
Christine. Rosetti puts it this way:

Will the day’s journey last the whole
day? '

From morn till night, my friend!
Does the road wind uphill all the way?
To the very end!

But the end is perfect day, the experi-
ence of which will outbalance immeasur-
ably' all that has been suffered—‘an
eternal weight of glory’ to set agalnst
‘the sufferings of this present time.’

‘We see very good reason, therefore,
for the teaching of a glorious.future in
the presence of the Father Himself (with
the Son, too). The Christian’s heart is
to be set' upon heavenly things, or he
will fail: ‘If in this world only we have
hoped in Christ ,we are of all men most,
miserable.’ What wonderful consolation -
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afce of baptism, and its true significance,
and also how this ordinance was decep-
tively practised and dispensed in the
religious world, thus making it of no
effect to the true sinner who is seeking
the truth.

Finally we had the pleasure of being
privileged to witness a large gathering
of both brethren and visitors at this
meeting. To the latter speaker at this
meeting, who, together with his wife and
children, had spent a brief vocation at
the Cape with us, we bid ‘Au Revoir.’
Their fellowship with the brethren here,
as at all times has grown to be a monu-
ment in the hearts of us all,

T. HARTLE.

Eastwood.—The Church of Christ has
been favoured with the services of Bro.
A. E. Winstanley during April and May,
and has enjoyed a time of spiritual up-
lift. We pay tribute to the manner in
which Bro. Winstanley handled the Word
of God, both in exhortation and preach-
ing the Gospel. A ‘Thus saith the Lord’
does not seem to be the aim of some
preachers, but this cannot be said of our
brother. His sincerity in presenting the
truth was much to be admired. Bro.
Winstanley is a Trojan for work. We
had meetings each Monday, Tuesday,
and Friday evenings. Ilkeston and East
Kirkby Churches were served one night
each, weekly, and in addition, regular
visitations were made. The meetings
throughout were well attended. It is
true we are not numerically large, but
our numbers were doubled, and to have
friends interested speaks well for the
future. Although we have not had any
additions to the Church during his stay,

we feel that the seed so faithfully sown'

will yield an harvest in the near future.
In his work for the Master we pray God
will abundantly bless him. 1. sLEaTi.

Eastweod.—The Church is still receiving
the help of Bro. Winstanley each Tues-
day evening, and the meetings are being
well attended. On Tuesday, July 3rd,
we witnessed the baptism of a young
man who had been converted by the
power of the Gospel ably preached by
the evangelist. We know there are
others interested and believe they will
soon enter a new life through baptism.
We pray for God’s blessing to this end.
. H. SLEATH.

Hindley.—On Saturday and Lord’s Day,
May 19th and 20th,-we enjoyed a visit
from Bro. F. C. Day, of the Church
meeting in Summer Lane, Birmingham.

On the Saturday, brethren from
Blackburn, Albert Street, Scholes, and
Mitchell Street, came over to help us,
and seventy-four brethren and frieads
heard a fine address on the Church of
Christ. .

On the Lord’s Day, we again had in-

has been deepened.

spiring messages from our brother, swho
gave unstintingly of his services. :
-Romans xii. 1, Gal. vi. 7, 1 Samuel
xxii. 1, 2 were expounded by our brother,
who is beloved by all the brethren here.
We are encouraged to press on, and as &
result of the fellowship our spiritual life
L. MORGAN.

llkeston.—A real good start was made on
Saturday and Lord’s Day, June 9th and
10th, in connection with Bro. Winstan-
ley’s labours with the Church here, We
celebrated our sixty-fifth birthday as a
Church, the thirty-second in our present
home. A public tea and meeting on
Saturday drew a record attendance.
Thanks to the very good number from a
few of our district Churches. We had a
fine time as we listened to fervent and
inspiring addresses by Bren. C. Limb,
of Eastwood, and A. E. Winstanley.
Hymns and spiritual songs by singing
parties from Beulah Road, East Kirkby,
and Eastwood, jointly with our own, all
urging us to the vigorous prosecution of
the Lord’s work. When we all sang
together the songs of Zion there was a
spiritual power which was truly felt by
all of us. Bro. F. Gregory ably presided.
Lord’'s Day services commenced with,
and maintained throughout, the same
spiritual power and blessing. Bro. Win-
stanley was in his element talking to the
children; and with great spiritual power
proclaimed the Gospel to the older
friends. The children sang their anni-
versary hymns, together with many
beautiful choruses taught them (many
of them last autumn) by Bro. Winstan-
ley himself. 1In.the reciting of their
poems and memory texts from the Bible
—one for each letter—and their ready
answers to his many questions on Bible
lessons, the children also acquitted them-
selves right well. An illustrated lesson
on the ‘Christian Soldier,’ we are sure
the children will never forget. We had
a full house in the evening, and nearly
full morning and afternoon. At the
Breaking of Bread, we had the joy of
welcoming into the Church a young
brother immersed the previous Wednes-
day. It was indeed a happy time of fel-
lowship. Excellent addresses were de-
livered by Bro. Winstanley. In the
morning the theme was: ‘Jesus Stand-
ing,’ from the story of Stephen’s martyr-
dom, and in the evening, ‘Where are the
nine?’ from the story of the ten lepers.
We were happy toraise the sum of fifteen
pounds for our own local hospital, beside
a special fellowship in the morning for
our Evangelist Fund. S, JEPSON.

Loughborough, — The scholars and
teachers of the Lord’s Day school held
their annual services on Lord’s Day, May
27th. They gave a story in reading and
song, entitled: ‘Providence,” which was
very much enjoyed by a goodly number
of parents and friends. Bro. L, E. Coley,
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