














[} THE SORIPTURE STANDARD

testimony of three of my servants,
whom I will call and ordain, unto
whom I will show these things . . .
and to none else will I grant this
power.” (D.C. Sec. 5, 11-14).

‘And it is by your faith that you
shall obtain a view of them . .. and
ye shall testify that you have seen
them, even as my servant, Joseph
Smith, Jun., has seen them, for it is
by my power that he has seen them,
and it is because he had faith.’ (D.C.
Sec. 17),

It will be noted that only three
witnesses were to see.these wonder-
ful plates, yet in B.M. eleven
witnesses declare that they saw
them. Three witnesses testify: “We
have seen the engravings which are
upon the plates, and they have been
shown unto us by the power of God,
and not of man; and we declare with
words of soberness, that an angel of
God came down from heaven, and
he brought and laid before our eyes,
that we beheld and saw the plates,
the engravings thereon.’

Eight other witnesses testify:
‘Joseph Smith, Jun., the translator
of this work, has shown unto us the
plates of which hath been spoken,
which have the appearance of gold;
and as many of the leaves as the
said Smith has translated, we did
handle with our hands; and we also
saw the engravings thereon, all of
which has the appearance of ancient
work and of curious workmanship.’

The plates were to be seen by
faith. Faith deals with unseen
things, it has nothing to do with such
tangible things as ‘metallic plates.’
To be seen by faith; and yet these
witnesses declare that they saw and
handled them with their hands! If
the plates were there, it required
neither faith nor the power of God
to see them. Mormon evidence is
conclusive that the plates only
existed in the mind of Joseph Smith.

The Witnesses

Of the eleven who sign the state-
ments given above, all, with the
exception of the three Smiths, left
the Mormon Church. The three
principal witnesses are Oliver Cow-
dery, David Whitmer, and Martin

Harris, and there is abundant
evidence as to their character.

‘Hearken unto me, saith the Lord -
your God, for my servant Oliver
Cowdery’s sake. It is not wisdom in
me that he should be entrusted with
the commandments and the monies
which he shall carry into the land of
Zion, except one go with him who
will be true and faithful’ (D.C.
Sec. 69, 1).

In Times and Seusons (vol. i. pp.
81-84, Joseph Smith states that
‘Oliver Cowdery and David Whit-
mer were engaged in circulating
false and slanderous reports and
plotting to rob the saints.’

In a special revelation, Martin,
Harris is described as ‘a wicked
man,’ - (D.C. Sec. 3, 12) and in the
Elders’ Journal, Joseph Smith says
Martin Harris ‘has given loose to
all kinds of abomination, lying,
cheating, with all kinds of de-
bauchery.’ ' .

On the testimony of such men we
are asked to believe that Joseph
Smith was a prophet who by ‘the
gift and power of God, translated
the Book of Mormon from gold
plates.

The Book of Mormon

It is claimed that Mormon means
‘more good, or more light.’ Scholars
say it is derived from the Greek,
mormo, meaning, “a monster, a
female spectre, a hobgoblin.’ The
book itself speaks of a place ‘called
Mormon, having received its name
from the king, being in the borders
of the land having been infested, by
times, or at seasons, by wild beasts.’
(B.M. pp. 200-201).

Those who read the book will
agree that if all Scripture quotations
were taken out, the rest is a monster,
spectre, and hobgoblin; and that
Mark Twain well described it as
‘chloroform in print.’ In fact, one of
?he writers is named Ether, which
is suggestive of chloroform.

In Voice of Warning, we read,
‘When the Lord confounded the
languages at Babel, he led forth a
coloqy from thence to the Western
Continent, which is now called
America. This colony, after cross-
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this: ‘In the beginning, the planet
upon which we live was (as far as
we now know) a large ball of flam-
ing matter, a tiny cloud of smoke in
the endless ocean of space. Gradu-
ally, in the course of millions of
years, the surface burned itself out,
and was covered with a thin layer
of rocks . ..

Finally, the hour came when the
sun broke through the clouds and
saw how this little planet was
covered with a few small puddles
which were to develop into the
mighty oceans of the eastern and
western hemispheres. Then, one
day, the great wonder happened.
What had been dead gave birth io
life. [Italics mine—F.W.] The first
- living cell floated upon the waters of
the sea.’ :

There it is then! There is spontan- .

eous generation condensed into
eight words! ‘What had been dead
gave birth to life’ And this is one
of the ‘facts of evolution, which
have been so indubitably established
by scientific investigation as to re-
quire no defence.’

But how does this theory meet the
facts ? . ,
. Lord Kelvin, addressing medical
students at St. George’s Hospital,
warned them: ‘Let them not imagine
that any hocus-pocus of electricity
or viscous fluids would make a
living cell. Let not their youthful
minds be dazzled by the imaginings
of the daily newspapers, that be-
cause Berthelot and others had thus
made food-stuffs, they could make
living things, or that there was any
prospect of a process being found in
any laboratory of making a living
thing, whether the minutest germ of
bacteriology or anything smaller or
. greater. Nothing approaching the
. cell of a living creature has ever yet

been made. No artificial process
whatever could make living matter
out of dead.’

Sir Oliver Lodge was reported in
the Duaily Chronicle (June, 1905), as
saying: ‘All the.many attempts in
the direction of spontaneous genera-

tion have hitherto failed conspicu-
ously.’

‘And Sir George Darwin, the son of
Charles Darwin, the apostle of
evolution, speaking from  the
presidential chair at the opening
meeting of the British Association,
held in South Africa, confessed, ‘The
mystery of life remains as impene-
trable as ever.’ .

So long as evolutionists deceive
themselves, and attempt to deceive
others, into believing that ‘that
which was dead gave birth to life,
the origin of life will remain for
them an impenetrable mystery.

Why do they seek to escape from
the obvious fact that life is depend-
ent on antecedent life? Whilst
scorning the Christian conception of
Genesis, they ask men to accept a
theory which taxes their faith to a
degree far beyond anything con-
tained in the Bible.

For the Christian there is no
‘mystery of origins,’ for he accepts
the opening words of Genesis—‘In
the beginning, GOD . ..’ This is the
truth which will be found to have
endured when all the vain imagin-
ings of atheistic evolutionists are
over and done with. ’

It is well to recall the words of
Lord Kelvin. ‘I feel profoundly con-
vinced that the argument from
design has been greatly lost sight of
in recent zoological speculations.
Overpoweringly strong proofs of in-
telligent and benevolent design lie
around us, and if ever perplexities,
whether metaphysical or scientific,
turn us away from them for a time,
they come back upon us with irresis-
tible force, showing to us,. through
nature, the influence of a Free Will,
and teaching us that all living things
depend upon the one everlasting
Creator and Ruler.”

What of Transmutation of Species ?

According to the first chapter of
Genesis, all living things produce
according to kind. But the theory of
evolution, on the other hand, de-
mands that there be a perpetual
variation—that ‘is—reproduction not
after kind. When the evolutionist
speaks of the transmutation of
species he argues that there is an
ascending scale from lower to higher
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«Don’t Use Big Words.

THE following selection is an extreme
example of the use of long and unusual
words. Yet we sometimes wonder if
speakers and writers have, some such
specimen in mind as a model when they
attempt to express themselves in speech.
Please read it, being sure that teach
word is pronounced correctly.

In promulgating your esoteric cogita-
tions, or articulating your superficial
sentimentalities and amicable, philo-
sophical, or psychological observations,
beware of platitudinous ponderosity. Let
your conversational communications pos-

- sess a clarified conciseness, a compact
comprehensibleness, coalescent consis-
tency, and & concatenated cogency.
Eschew all conglomerations of flatulent
garrulity, jejune babblement, and asinine
affectations. Let your extemporaneous
descantings and unpremeditated expatia-
tions have intelligibility and veracious
vivacity, without rhodomontade or
thrasonical bombast. Sedulously avoid
all polysyllabic profundities, pompous
prolixity, psittaceous vacuity, ventrilo-
quial verbosity, and vaniloquent vapidity.
Shun double-entendres, prurient jocosity,
and pestiferous profanity, obscurant or
apparent,

In other words, talk plainly, briefly,
naturally, sensibly, truthfully, purely.
Keep from ‘slang’; don't put on airs; say
what you mean; mean what you say.
And don’'t use big words! Anonymous.

L
*

A Warning.

DEAR BRO. EDITOR,—When the Co-
operation of Churches of Christ was first
formed, there were those who believed
that it would become an instrument in
the hands of some to seek pre-eminence
in the Church: and that the organisation
was wrong in that it had no Scriptural
justification.

The former point has been clearly de-
monstrated in the history of the Church
since then. Because certain brethren in-
troduced false doctrines and practices by
means of the organisation, it has been
condemned as being corrupt.

I feel, however, that if we let the mat-
ter rest there, we ignore the more im-
portant fact, that corruption largely
sprang from, and was wholly fostered by,
the Co-operation, an instrument by
means of which the whole body became
contaminated. Had there been no Co-
operation, there would not have been the
same possibility of dragging every local
Church down in the general degradation
of an organised whole. It seems to me,
then, that it is not enough to condemn
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the Co-operation because of corruption,
but to condemn the organisation, as
such. )

It is my sincere belief, that there is
no Scriptural justification for any re-
presentative body or assembly with legis-
lative power, and it is in answer to your
report on the Tranent Conference that
this is penned.

I note, with sorrow, that the matter of
the Committee’s justification by Scrip-
ture is being ignored: and that further
discussion is to be had with regard to
the election of elders or overseers of the
various loyal Churches, to the Commit-
tee. Might I point out that if such a
measure. is adopted, we might well be
sald to have just another form of super-
eldership, on similar lines to that of the
Catholic bishopric?

I believe the efforts of the brethren
concerned in this matter are sincere and
whole hearted—as were those of the
brethren who formed the Co-operation,
but is it not evident that if we leave the
matter as it is at present, we are creating
an instrument that may bring the whole
body once again into error, in a disas-
trous repetition of history? Who will
the members of the Committee of the
future be? What will be their motives?

JOHN M, WOOD.

—_——fte—
id

QUERIES,

Would you kindly insert the following
in the ‘S.S.’ to obtain the knowledge of
the more able brethren in the Churches.

1st.—Has the Spirit revealed through
the Apostles, how Overseers were ap-
pointed in the New Testament Church?
If so give the passages.

2nd.—Have we any authority in the
N.T. to appoint Overseers yearly? If sa
please give passages.

WANTED.

VOLUMES of old magazines published
by Churches of Christ.—Dates and prices
to Bro. F. Worgan, ¢/o 34 Water-royd
Lane, Mirfield, Yorkshire,

WANTED: Hymn Chart for use in Sun-
day School. Please write, with price to
W. Brown, 113 Victoria Terrace, Dun-
fermline.

—_— o
—

‘'Have You Heard the News?' is the
title of a new tract on Mark xvi, 15-16
Just published. Supplies may be ob-
tained from- Bro. A, E, Winstanley, 49
Gideon Street, Bathgate, West Lothian.

.
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yet how few people ever give a thought
to Him, while willing probably to lay
down their lives for their worldly rulers.
Babylon would appear to represent an
unfaithful religious organisation. The
picture of punishment of the worshippers
of the beast is terrible to contemplate.
They have flouted God and persecuted
His saints, so that vengeance must come
on them, appropriate to their sins, while
to the saints comes rest. (2 Thess. i 6-7).
The refusal to have the mark of the
beast is the manifestation of the
patience of the saints. How true the
‘blessing’ in veice 13, reminding us of
the ‘light affliciion’ and the ‘glory that
shall be revealed,’ of the Apostle Paul.
The Harvests of the Earth, There are
apparently two kinds of harvests. The
first is pictured as being reaped by the
Son of Man, the second by an angel with
a sickle and an angel with power over
fire. Grapes would not be reaped with a
sickle unless it were used to cut down
the vines as well. This may explain the
fire, if used to burn up the vines while
.the grapes are put into the winepress.
Here again the dreadful fate of impeni-
tent sinners is stressed. R. B. SCOTT.

—
"

COMING EVENTS.

The annual social gathering of the
Churches of Christ in the Slamannan
District will be held (D.V.) on Thursday,
1st January, 1948, at 12 noon, in the
Meeting House at Slamannan. Chair-
man, Bro. J. Anderson; speakers, Bro.
Geo. H. Hudson (Birmingham) and Bro.
A. Winstanley, Evangelist.

Morley.—Church Anniversary, Saturday
and Sunday, February 28th and 29th.
Speakers expected, Brethren L. Channing,
Carlton Melling, Stephen Winstanley.
Further details later.

_THE‘CHURCHES

Blackridge.—The Slamannan District Sun-
day School Teachers’ Conference was
held in Blackridge meeting place, on
Saturday, November 1l4th. Bro. Archie
Stevenson (Tranent) president of the
conference, spoke briefly on: ‘ Let us not
forget the labourer’s part.’

Bro. W. Steele gave a very interesting
and elaborate talk on ‘Methods of Teach-
ing.” He said that the great secret of
teaching is to find out what knowledge
the pupils have, and from that, to build
up. The teacher must get down to the
children’s level. Jesus of Nazareth is
the best teacher of all.

In teaching, there are thre: elements:
(a) the teacher, (b) the subject, (c) the

pupils. Bro. Steele then went on to
cnumerate the chief methods of instruc-
tion : (a) exposition by speech; (b) writing
on the blackboard—notes; (c¢) drawing on
the blackboard; id) dictation of short,
carefully prepared notes ; (¢) distribution
of printed notes to the class; (f) using
visunl aids and modcls to supplement
verbal exposition. A good blend of all
these is essential in every lesson.

The teacher should endeavour to main-
tain interest throughout the lesson and
ward off fatigue. Itis also advisable to
make a planned syllabus in advance.
Bro. Steele showed that much depended
on the preparation of a lesson. Carefully
prepared notes prevent digression. Then
the teacher knows what comes next and
thereby gains confldence. No one can
give a good lecture from indifferent notes.
In the presentation of a lesson we have
(1) introduction : where we should arouse
interest in the subject at the beginning;
(2) main body; (3) additional detail;
(4) revision; it is always wise to lea.ve
about ten minutes to ask and answer
questions.

Afterhis very beneficial talk, Bro. Steele
concluded with two very interesting
diagrams on the blackboard. His address
was indeed very animating, and all
agreed there had been much teaching
and help given, heartily enjoyed by all
present. J. NEILSON.

Birmingham, Summer Lane.— e have
been gladdcned by the addition of four
moro baptised into the ever-availing name
of Jesus Christ our Lord.  In October,
Jean Matthews and Freda Evill, scholars
in the Bible School, put on Jesus Christ
in His own appointed way. Mrs. L. B.
Smith, the wife of one of our members,
was immersed a little later in the same
month. Then on Lord’s Day, 7th Decem-
ber, Jean Evill, another of our scholars,
also gave her life into the keeping of Him
who invites all to come unto Him and live.
We pray they may be kept from falling
by Him who is able, and we thank God
for these precious souls won for Him :
‘delivered out of the kingdom of darkness
and translated into the kingdom of His
dear Son.’ FRED C. DAY.

Glasgow, Hospital Street.—We have had
a splendid experience with Bro. David
Dougall during the past three months.
He was always willing to help, and took
some part in all our meetings, presiding,
exhorting, and preaching. We can claim
one hundred per cent attendance at the
Breaking of Bread. Bro. Dougall
preached on Lord's Day and Thursday
evenings, presenting the Gospel fully
and faithfully.

On Tuesday evenings, meetings were
held to train for service. Bro. Douggall
gave expositions of letters to the
Churches in Revelations ii. and iii.,
showing many dangers which beset our
path,
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