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AT EASE IN ZION
WHEN I was a small boy the Salvation Army used to come to our Street on a
Sunday morning and bang on their drum and rattle their tambourines. Their
goings-on provokeda rare comment on religion from my father, whowas seldom
in a place of worship, and his comment was 'Religion is all right, if it is kept in its
place.")My mother shared this view and reckoned that religion taken tooseriously
would eventually result in a visit to the mad-house. Indeed there were in the
village at that time a few who were reckoned to have 'gone crazy with religion'
and a few who tagged on to 'Gospel Halls', and the Salvation Army, who were
almost certifiable. I remember the late brother Crosthwaite saying that many of
his relatives predicted his coming insanity if he piersisted (as a young man) in
stud3dng the Bible as intensely as was his practice. As we know he died in his
eighties and was anything but addled when he died. I supposethe accusation is as
old as the hills because Festus, when Paul was defending himselfbefore Agrippa,
interrupted Paul's wonderful discourse and said, with a loud voice,"Paul, thou art
beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad." (Acts 26:24). In Glasgow a
few weeks ago the Queen opened the newly built Gallery (costing some £20
Million) to hpuse the vast collection of priceless art treasures gathered in the
lifetime of Sir William Burrel. This Glasgow millionaire lived a spartan life that
he might dedicate all his time and money to his obsession of collecting art
treasures from all over the globe. At the end he gave his collection to a reluctant
Glasgow Town Council who could not find a building large enough to display it -
thus having to build this specially large museum. No-onesuggested that this man
should have his head examined, or that he must be mad - everyone understood
that-this was his life's endeavour; it was his meat and drink; his monomania. He
was not insane - he was just fully monopolised by his sole interest in life. His zeal
could well be copied by disciples ofJesus. His single-mindedness ofpurpose could,
with profit, be copiedby all of us. "Religion is all right, if it is kept in its place" —
but where is its placel Exactly what place should Christ have in our lives? Second
place; or no place at all? What place does Christ have in my life; or in your life?
Have we ZEAL for (Jod?

ZEAL

. Probably nothing is more lacking in the churches today than zeal. The word
'zeal' means unflagging and uncompromising enthusiasm; ardour reaching
boiling-point; burning energy and enterprise. Consequently it should consvime us



178 THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

(eat us up) i.e. "The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up". This is a quotation
from Psalm 69:9 which came to the minds of .the disciples when they saw Jesus
make a scourge of small cords and drive everyone out of the temple. Jesus had
seen, with great disgust, the temple packed-with jostling market traders, cattle,
oxen, sheep, doves and changers of money. As He overthrew the tables and poured
out the money of the changers. He cried, "Take these things hence: make not My
Father's house an house ofmerchandise, and his disciples remembered that it was
written. The zeal of thine house hath eaten Me up." Does the zeal of the Lord's
house have any affect upon us? Are we consumed with zeal for Christ's kingdom?
From the above quotation we can see that zeal, includes by definition, "an anxiety
for God's honour^'; the kind of concern and anxiety exhibited by Jehu (11 Kings
10:16) and Phinehas (Numbers 25:11-13). Indeed God made a special covenant of
peace, and everlasting priesthood, with Phinehas "because he was zealous for his
God." Satan in his subtlety convinces us that 'we should keep religion in its place'
and not think too much; and not pray too much; and not preach too much; and not
study too much; and not give too much and not do too much.

True Zeal and Misguided Zeal
The apostle Paul expressed great pleasure in the zeal which manifested itself

in some of the Corinthian Christians and urged that, in their zeal for spiritual
gifts, they should, "Seek that ye may excell to the edifying of the church". Zeal
must have a true motive (i.e. to the upbuilding of the church. 1 Cor. 14:2). He also
taught two things to the Galatian Christians about zeal (1) "It is good to be
zealously affected always in a good thing" and (2) "Not only when I am present
with you". (Gal 4:17). Some show a surprising zeal in the presence of some special
visitor to the congregation, and lapse into inactivity again when the visitor goes
away. Notice that Paul recommends zeal in the pursuit of only a good thing. He,
more than any other, knew what it was like to have a misguided form of zeal, and
all his remaining life he counted himself as 'chief of sinners' because he
persecuted the church of (Jod. Paul had a great zeal for God, but atone time it was
gravely misguided. (Gal. 1:13, 14). James and John expressed their misguided
zeal when they asked Jesus if they should bring fire down from heaven to
consume the Samaritan villagers; on account of the indifference shown by the
Samaritans to the preaching. Jesus rebuked such zeal "for the Son of Man is not
come to destroy men's lives but to save them". Similarly, the apostle Peter
exhibited great zeal when he drew a sword and smote off the ear of the High
Priest's servant but, again, Christ rebuked this form of violent enthusiasm. In
Rom. 10:2 Paul declared "Brethren, my heart's desire for Israel is, that they
might be saved. For I bear them record that they have a zeal for God, but not
according to knowledge." The Jews had a zeal for CJod, but an imperfect
knowledge. These cases illustrate that zeal can be misguided through imperfect
xmderstanding; it can be misdirected zeal: and can be an unwise form of zeal.
Indeed nothing can be worse than zeal without knowledge except, perhaps, to
have knowledge without zeal. We are so often warned against "zeal without
knowledge" - is it not ime to warn against knowledge without zeal?

The Laodicean Church

When John, in the Revelation, wrote to the seven churches of Asia he could
summon no words of commendation for the church at Laodicea^ only words of
condemnation. What was their condemnation? They were lukewarm; neither cold
nor hot. They were not absolutely cold, mark you; but neither were they hot. All
zeal in the church had evaporated. What had Jesus to say to such a church "I
know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot; I would that thou wert cold or
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hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee
out of my mouth". Are there any congregations like this today? Many
congregations are, perhaps, just 'keeping house' for the Lord. Many have just
enough energy to make the wheels go round - 'ticking over' so to speak, but not
likely to go anywhere. Give a congregation, of fifty members, three himdred and
sixty-five days in the year to prosecute the Lord's business, surrounded by a large
population from which recruits for the Kingdom of God can be found, and what
could the Lord rightfully expect? It has been said that some congregations are like
the old Mississipi River Steamboats which had small boilers but large whistles
and each time the whistle was blown the boat had to stop until' it could get up
steam again. What was Jesus' instructions to the Laodicean church, "Be zealous
therefore, and repent." Jesus demanded repentance in the form of ZEAL. Real
zeal. Where do we get zeal, we might wonder? How do we get zeal, we might
ponder? Ifzeal is the opposite to lethargy, (and it is), then clearly zeal will come to
us only when he have shaken ourselves from slumber. Some find it difficult to
awake from natural repose, and so no doubt many will fail to stir from spiritual
slumber. Our adour for God must be allowed to grow until it reaches boiling-
point. There is obviously no possible substitute for zeal. If it is not there, nothing
else will do. Often we talk about when we shall evangelise, where we shall
evangelise, how we might evangelise but that is as far as it goes. Have churches
become 'talking-shops' rather than hives of activity. Some churches try all
manner of gimmicks to get the church's work done, (even bringing in business
consultants to try and run the church like a Limited Company) but at the end of
the day nothing can be a substitute for true zeal in the heart of each member;
nothing can replace 'fire in the belly' of every child of (jod. Imagine a locomotive
sidetracked for years in a shunting yard, and the speculation of some on how to
get it going. Someone suggests removing all the grime from it, and giving it a new
coat of paint. Another adds the suggestion that all the brasswork should be
polished up. Another suggests that someone go round it with an oilcan. Another
suggests that if all the weeds were removed from the track the train might go.
Another suggests that the answer is to get a handsome young driver, with smart
suit, and stick him in the cabin (pulpit?) and then the train would get places. A
passing railway-porter stops when he sees the small crowd fusing around the
train. On being asked for his opinion, the old railwa3rmari replied, "Why don't you
light a fire in the boiler, and get up steam." And that, brethren, is precisely what
is needed in the churches today. We can talk until the cows come home about-
modern ills in the world, about changes in socio-economic patterns, about
competition from T.V. etc. etc. but what is needed is for every church member to
stir from lethargy, and replace sleep with burning energy and enterprise for God.
Churches lacking zeal and failing to evangelise their neighbourhood will almost
assuredly go into extinction. We must have an urgent concern for the thousands
of soultf.going to a Christless grave every day in the year.

There is no substitutie for zeal. Nothing less will do. The country is full of
secular unemplojrment but should there be any such thing in the churches? Can
any of us afford to be 'redundancies' in the church of the Lord Jesus Christ? We
have been saved to serve.

Jesus had the answer to those who think that there is plenty of time, "Say not
ye, there are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? Behold, I say unto you.
Lift up your eyes and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest."
(John 4:35). EDITOR
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DILIGENTLY SEEK HIM

JESUS of Nazareth once said to His disciple Thomas: "I am the Way, the Truth,
and the Life: no man comes unto the Father, but by me" (John 14:6),

There are but two ways in life: one, the way of God; the other, the way of
Satan. Jesus commanded: "Enter through the narrow gate: for wide is the gate
and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and many are they that enter in
thereby. But strait is the gate and narrow is the way which leads unto life, and
few there be that find it." (Matthew 7:13-14). Notice that, the narrow way - the
way of God - has to be found. The Hebrew writer said: "Without faith it is
impossible to please God: for he that comes to God must believe that He is, and
that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him" (Hebrews 11:6),

Truth in the final analysis is not prepositional but personal. Jesus of
Nazareth is absolute truth. Before Pontius Pilate Jesus declared: "Everyone who
is of the truth hears my voice". Pilate said unto Him: "What is tnith?" and did not
wait for an answer. The tragedy is that the Truth had been standing right in front
of him. Truth to the ancient Greeks was synonymous with "reality". Here is the
problem with the world: the vast majority is not =i tune with reality; it is not in
harmony with Jesus the Christ the Son of the Living God. In Him are found peace,
true joy and true love. Life is a union. Death is a separation. James once wrote:
"For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith wi^hout works is dead also"
(James 2:26). The Bible teaches that a person can be aiive in this world and yet
dead at the same time - spiritually dead or separated from Almighty God. "But
she that lives in pleasure is dead while she lives" (1 Timothy 5:6). "Jesus came
that everyone might have life, and have it more abundantly" (John 10:10). He
came to unite the sinner with God. His own resurrection firom the dead made it

possible. Jesus is alive! Life is inJesus. Ian S. Davidson, Motherwell

GLEANINGS
WE QUOTE—PETER MACKENZIE

GRUMBLING

"Grumblers are a very numerous class, as plentiful as the fi-ogs in the plague of
Egjrpt. There are two classes of troubles we should never grumble about - those we
cannot help, and those we can help. If we can alter a thing, our business is not to
grumble, but to remedy it; if we cannot alter, then what is the good of gnunbling
about it? Gnmibling isolates a man. It makes him a mere cjrpher in society. It is a
mark that shows he is disjointed and out of order. It is no use making a burden
heavier by useless complaints. Members of families should avoid grumbling.
Husbands of families should study each other's weaknesses, and never quarrel
about a last word. They should deal with irritating topics as skaters do with
dangerous spots on the ice, marking them off, and going very delicately over thin
places. You will be as welcome as the flowers in May if you are always pleasant
and cheerful. Life is too short to waste any part of it in croaking and melancholy,
and all Christians should obey the Divine command, "Rejoice always, and again I
say. Rejoice"."

WITH WHOM WE HAVE TO DO

"Him with whom we have to do." Hebrews 4:13. These words seem to meet

every sort of need of comfort. If it is perplexity, or oppressive puzzle what to do,
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whenwecannot see through things; - or if it is being unable to explainyourselfto
others, and trials or complications arising out of this: just fall back upon "Him
with whom we have to do," to whose eyes all things are naked and opened. He is
yourguide, -why need you puzzle? Heisyourshield, -why need you trysohardor
wishsomuchto explainand vindicateyourself? If it is senseofsin which does not
let you be comfortable, turn at once to "Him with whom you have to do."
Remember, it is not with Satan that you have to do, nor with your accusing
conscience, but with Jesus. He will deal with all the rest; you only have to deal
with Him. And He is your great High Priest. He has made full Atonement foryou;
forthe verysins that are weighing onyounow. Theblood ofthat Atonement, His
own precious blood, cleanseth us from all sin. Cleanseth whom? People that have
not sinned? People that don't want to be cleansed? Thank God for the word
"cleanseth us," us who have sinned and whowant to be cleansed.And youhave to
dowith Him whoshed it for your cleansing, whoHis ownselfbare your sins in His
own body onthe tree." F-R- Havergal.

THE PERFECT LIFE

"Christ is the inspiration of this life. The great apostle wrote: "For me to live
is Christ." "I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me." "I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ,
and him crucified." "I count everything but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord."These and kindred passages make clear to
us Paul's consciousness of the Saviour's nearness to himself, his sense of the
Christ - powerover his own life. Was there a problem to solve? - then Jesus was
the solution.Was there weakness in himself?-then Jesus was the strength. Every
difficulty was surmounted, every obstacleovercome, every burden lightened,and
every mission performed,by the inspiration ofthat presencethat dwelt in him. In
the closingverses of the 8th ofRomans the apostle stands as it were on somehigh
mountainpeak, and as his eye sweeps the horizon he sees all his enemies
encompassing him- death, life, angels, principalities, powers, things present,
things to come,height, depth, or any other creation.Then with a shout of victory
he cries: "I am persuaded that none of these things shall be able to separate us
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus". One writer very beautifully
expresses this thought ofChrist's power in the lifeofthe believer: "Formeto live
is Christ - not a set of rules, but a life principle within me; not the conditioning of
mydays by time-table maximsand rules, but the ever present Christ, stretching
to the farthest territory ofmy being, and by his presence there ordering all my life
within the bounds of his own sacred will." H.G. Harward

YOU ARE SLIGHTED?

"You are slighted, ignored, brushed aside. Or your employer, or employee,
does not show youproperconsideration. Or yourneighbourdoes not treat youwith
the respect which is due to your position, your abilities, your character. You
feel it very much, in fact you are quite upset about it. Why?Is it becauseyoucame
to minister and were deprived of the privilege? No, not that at all. It is because
your feelings, your rights, your gifts, your position, your dignity, your importance
were not recognised. YOU were not ministered unto. And you came to be
ministered unto. Hence the storm!" J-H. Horsburgh

Selected by LEONARD MORGAN
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'TIOM box
Conducted by

Alf JlarsdcD

"Would you please explain the meaning of the words 'apprehended' and
'attain', as used by the Apostle Paul in the context of Philippians 3:11
onwards."

This is a question which illustrates quite well the wisdom and precision of the
Holy Spirit in indicating through Paul the progression of the Christian
experience, and also the perception of fundamental truths. Too often we are all
guilty of too cursory an examination of the text with the result that the initial
interpretation which invades the mind, and which is usually based rightly or
wrongly on past understanding, is the interpretation which we accept without
further investigation, In this way error, or a less enlightened understanding, is
compounded. It is sad to relate that this very point was a source of great
disappointmentto the Lord Himselfin His dealings with the people of the nation
into which He was born and who should have understood better, and His own
disciples who seemed not to have understood the nature c His mission until after
His resurrection. However, we are indebted to the Apostle, especially in his
Philippian letter, for revealing to us how he felt about his Lord, and this we shall
study in some greater depth.

To Apprehend
The verb 'to apprehend' means 'to lay holdof; the further idea is 'to lay hold

so as to possess as one's own'; 'to appropriate'. The Greek word used is
KATALAMBANO. It is this idea of laying hold of'to possess as one's own' which
seems to dominate the mind of Paul. He says, in the latter part of verse 12 "but I
follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which I am apprehended of Christ
Jesus" Paul would never forget how the Lord had appropriated him on the
Damascus road; how he had heard the voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou me?" How he asked for identification and was told, "I am Jesus
whomthou persecutest"; and how his response had been completeand immediate,
"Lord, what wilt thou have me to do"? He knew that the Lord had laid hold on him
and possessed him for Himself, and when he was told to go into the city he went,
and did there precisely as instructed. Furthermore, we know from the text in Acts
9 that when Ananias advanced valid reasons against the choice of the Lord he was
told peremptorily, "Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel {vl5). Paul wanted
with all his heart to possess Christ as his own, in the same way that Christ
possessed him. As a student of the O.T. scriptures he would no doubt recall how
Israel had covenanted with God, "And they entered into a covenant to seek the
Lord God of their fathers with all their heart and with all their soul. And all
Judah rejoiced at the oath: for they had sworn with all their heart, and sought
him with their whole desire; and he was found of them: and the Lord gave the rest
round about" (2 Chron. 15:12-15).

I think that we can now see a little more clearly what Paul meant when he
said, "If that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ
Jesus." His whole spiritual desire was to possess the Lord as completely as the
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Lord had possessed him. This is why I personally like the word 'appropriate'. It
doesn't really matter how clever we are with words, how we think we understand
the Bible, how good our sermons are, or how well loved we think we are among
the brethren; unless we have appropriated the Lord as Paul wanted to
appropriate Him, then the rest is of little value. Sometimes people misunderstand
when we say that once Christ is personally appropriated in the sense in which
Pasul desired^ then it doesn't really matter how many of the brethren defect; the
possession of Christ would be all in all to those who possessed Him. One of the
saddest commentaries, and one of the most astounding, on the appropriation of
Christ is found in Romans 9:30-34 where Paul there says, "What shall we say
then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, have attained
(KATALAMABANO, appropriated) to righteousness, even the righteousness
which is of faith. But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath
not attained (appropriated) to the law of righteousness. Wherefore? Because they
sought it not by faith...)". Oh, how many Christians have pierced themselves
through with many sorrows because they have appropriated their own desires,
rather than the treasure of Heaven, the Risen Christ.

The words of Paul in Phil 3:13 are interesting. "Brethren, I count not myself
to have apprehended". He hadn't yet reached the summit of his great spiritual
desire (perhaps like many of us). "But one thing (I do), forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus". I have
placed 'I do' in brackets because there is no verb in the Greek, but that doesn't
really matter because the single-minded concentration of Paul is urging him to
reach forward all the time and with all his energy to the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus. Ever3rthing in the past has been banished ft-om his mind. His
spiritual desire is for that place in Heaven so that he can ever be with his Lord.
Would that every time we quote Paul we should remember his great spiritual
desire, and appropriate Jesus to ourselves, i.e., to ever be possessed of the Lord,
and ever long to be where He is.

To Attain

The original word KATANTAO signifies to reach, to arrive at. So what Paul
is saying in Phil. 3:11-12 is "Ifby any means I might attain (reach, arrive at) the
resurrection of the dead. Not as though I had already attained, either were
already perfect". At this point we need to exercise a little care in the
interpretation. The context illustrates quite vividly the overriding passion of
Paul; he wanted to know all about Jesus; to know Him, and the power of His
resurrection, the fellowship of His suffering, conformity to His death, everything.
From among all these paramount aims he says, "if by any means I might attain
(reach) unto the resurrection of (from among) the dead". Paul here is not referring
to thegeneral resurrection norls hedenying it, but he is testifying to the fact that
the power of the Gospel has brought him out from among the dead (in sin) and
that now he is striving in his present life for complete identification with Christ
in His Resurrection. In verse 12, the word 'attained' has not the same meaning as
in vll. The original word in vl2 is LAMBANO which means 'obtained'. So the
first part of vl2 would read, "Not as though I had already attained (obtained),
either were already perfect." Paul was humble enough to know that all of his
previous experiences, even being taken hold of by Christ on the Damascus road,
had not suddenly made him absolutely Christlike. He knew that the goal was still
before him, not behind him; he also knew quite well that to achieve
Christlikeness he had to work at his salvation with fear and trembling (Phil.
2:12-13). What a Church there would be here on earth if all of the saints were
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striving toward the upward call of God in Christ Jesus, and in so doing ultimately
reaching through the new life complete identification with the Risen Christ. I am
sure that this is how both Christ and Paul envisaged the Church for which Christ
died.

There is just one further verse to consider in the context. We read in vl6,
"Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule,
let us mind the same thing". Bagster's Englishman's Greek New Testament gives
'rule' as KANONI which denotes a straight rod as used for measuring; a
measuring instrument. The metaphorical use of the word js illustrated both in
Phil. 3:16, and Galatians 6:16. In the Galatian passage the word is governed by
what is said in vvl4,15, which read, "But God forbid that I should glory, save in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I
unto the world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creature. And as many as walk according to this rule,
etc". So what Paul is saying in Phil. 3:16 can be paraphrased like this, 'look, we
have reached a certain stage in our Christian lives, having come so far, let us go
on in the same path'. This is a much-needed lesson for us all, especially the
innovators. Sometimes Christians tend to grow weary at the so-called monotony
and routine of the Christian life, but Paul says to us all, 'press on;respond to the
upward call; work; endure; make your calling and eiuction sure; above all, keep on
the same road you have travelled on up to now.'

In conclusion, I must say that this study has greatly encouraged me
personally. I pray that it will do the same for you.
(All questions please to AlfMarsden, 377Billinge Road, Highfield, Wigan, Lanes)

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

JANUARY 1984

1—Zech. 6 Rev. 6

8—Ezek. 9 Rev. 7

13—Ex. 9:13-29 Rev. 8

20-^oel 2:15-32 Rev. 9

29—Jer. 15 Rev. 10

PAGES OF HISTORY

HISTORY proves the truth or
otherwise of prophecy. Divine prophecy
is infallibly right. We may not always
understand the significance of symbols
or figures of events long passed by.
When the Lamb broke the seals of the

scroll, the first four at least portray
events which "must shortly come to
pass" (1,1). We expect history, if we
have it accurately, will prove
revelations TRUE. We shall

accordingly summarise the dates
approximately which we believe show
fulfilment. Exact dating is not possible
as is illustrated by the remaining

uncertainty even of the birth of our
Saviour, and periods only can be
indicated with certainty.

Scroll 1 ADIOO to 182 — Victorious
period under empei-ors of a Cretan
family origin beginning with Nerva -
Cretans famed as bowmen
Outstanding time of peace within the
Roman empire, peace within and
greatest extension and conquest
abroad - Britain to the Persian Gulf -

disciplined legionaries - wise
leadership ending with Commodus.
The white horse significant of
successful war.

Scroll 2 AD192 to 284 — Civil war
between ambitious military leaders -
rivals for mastery. Bloodshed, internal
strife. Thirty four emperors, only two of
whom died natural deaths. The Roman
sword against the same. The red horse.

Scroll 3 AD200 onwards. Unrest,
famine and poverty due to continuing
internal strife and misrule. Conditions
worsening in these times. The Black
horse.
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Scroll 4. Continuing misrule
developing into worse conditions
within the empire. Neglect and poverty
leading to pestilence, disease, failure in
law and order, death, even danger from
wild animals with anarchy among the
people. Concluding with attempts at
restoration of order by Diocletian AD
284.

Scroll 5. The scene is of earthly loss
but heavenly gain. Faithful Christians
out of their sufferings and death into
gloryand reward calling forjustice, but
required to wait because they are to be
joined by others. Time is nothing to
them any more. Are they still waiting
in blissful peace? Let us view the story.
From the earliest days of the gospel the
saints have suffered. There was by the
time John wrote (say AD96) already a
glorious army of martyrs with
uncertainty in conditions in a heathen
empire1Hatred ofthe heathen majority
demanding punishment for professors
of a new religion, resentful of a new
morality requiring love in place of
hate, enlightenment in place of
ignorance, purity in place of vice.
Governors locally not knowing how to
cope with the disagreements, somelike
Gallio (Acts 18:14) and the Asiarchs
(19:31) but most inclined to
persecution, and by Nero's time and
Domitian's giving government
approval to it from AD64 intensifying
persecution with inhuman cruelty.
Conditions improved slightly in times
indicated in Scroll 1, but AD192
brought the most awful cruelty, and
finally Diocletian declared war on
Christians and determination to
destroy the church. He issued an edict
in AD303 which required all governors
to slaughter Christians, and the most
terrible atrocities were committed
upon them, even to driving them into
their meeting houses and burning
them alive.

Scroll 6 The picture of terror we think
depicts the fear produced by the
powerfulinfluence exerted by the faith,
presenting a complete politically and

socially motovated change, reversing
pagan superstition and popularity,
temples and priests\ losing influence.
The four angels holding back the winds
seem to be identical with the four
trumpet angels in scroll 7. Meanwhile
those who are to bear the fmal effort to
destroy the church are being
spiritually prepared sufferings. We see
first those Jewish Christians who bore
the brunt of the earliest persecutions,
and then the multitude of all nations
who are to suffer in the same warfare
with the same glorious reward,
assurance of heavenly favour and
support. They all give glory with the
heavenly hosts to the God of our
salvation.

Scroll 7 The final revelations begin
here. The last seal is broken. The
silence is followed by presentation of
incense before God's throne,
representing the prayers of God's
people, ascending from earth and
bringing trouble upon it when
symbolically cast upon it by the angel.
The seven trumpets are now to be
sounded, introducing prophecies of
which we shall endeavour to show
fulfilment.

Trumpet 1 —^AD294 The mighty
heathen empire seems to be falling
apart (6:12-17). The astonishing basic
religious change was coming with
Constantine advancing upon Rome
from Britain with his legions as one of
six rival emperors all heathen but he
triumphed over his rivals, and
professed Christianity, preceded in this
by his mother — mothers please note!
We have seen the determination to
destroy the faith by edict of Diocletian
AD303, but in the short period from
that date in 313 an edict was issued by
agreement between Constantine and
Licinius, one of the rivals, at Milan,
giving relief and approval empire-wide
so that Christianity became the
religion of the Empire. It had been
divided as West and East by
Diocletian, and in 327 Constantine
moved from Rome to Byzantium,
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renamed and rebuilt as
Constantinople. He remained Roman
Emperor imtil his death in 337. Our
four trumpets seem to symbolise four
attacks made upon Rome which
destroyed its authority, and they leave
the western part no longer the power it
had been. We now summarise the first
trumpet as referring to the attack by
the Goths under Alaric. They sacked
the city in AD409, but Alaric died and
they returned, or integrated in the
regions they had invested. Their
invasion was characterised by wanton
destruction of vegetation.

Trumpet 2 The Vandals invaded the
western part of the empire and through
Spain from North Africa took over the
waters of the Mediterraen thence
attacking Rome. The barbarian hosts
attacked Rome and sacked the city
about AD422.

Trumpet 3 Attila the Hun with his
warriors from Central Asia attacked
Rome from the north and Rome was
sacked again. The conflict seems to
have been upon the rivers and Attila
subsequently founded the Hungarian
nation on the Danube. (AD440)

Trumpet 4 The fourth invasion and
defeat of Rome came through Odoacer
who with his armies attacked Rome
and sacked the city in AD476, which
marked the end of its western
dominion. Authority thence fell into
religious hands, the Popes. They
claimed power over the remaining
national sections. Professing Christian
Emperors continued to rule the eastern
empire fom Constantinople for many
centuries - until 1453. The three woes
indicate attacks upon that remaining
empire. We summarise again.

Trumpet 5 Armies of horsemen from
Arabia, pictured as locusts. Mahomet
claimed to be a prophet from God, and
his fanatical;^- followers overran
Palestine, Asia Minor and attacked
Constantinople, went westwards into
Spain through North Africa. This was
a most savage religious war against

Christianity. Multitudes were killed or
enslaved - accept the Prophet or suffer.
Unlike the previous wars the trees and
other-vegetation were not to be hurt.
Torture was practised. There was a
limit for the leading Caliph changed
the policy to agreement and peace and
ruled from Bagdad. The dates indicate
150 years from AD632 to 782 - five
months are that number of days. The
Eastern Empire was weakened but not
destroyed and was the seat of the
Greek Orthodox Church nurturing
much learning in the capital city.

Trumpet 6 The Turks from Central
Asia established an empire from the
Caspian sea to Indian ocean converted
to Mohammedanism, and in 1057
advanced westwards into the middle
east, besieged Constantinople in 1453.
They meantime overran the
Mediterraen countries in a long
campaign of unrestrained violence and
cruelty, including especially cruel
enmity and violence against Christians.
The period involved is 396 years which
can be indicated by an hour, a day, a
month and a year (9:15).

We have depended much on the work
ofothers. History by a sceptic, (Gibbon)
has been used, and our personal
knowledge of it is minimal. However
we trust our readers will give humble
effort as we have to consider that what
is difficult to imderstand is well worth
most careful and very open-minded
consideration. One very short portion
could welloccupy study for a long time.
We approach. REVELATION with
profound respect.

"The Little Book"
The mighty angel of superb appeeir-

ance holds a LITTLE book OPEN in his
hands. His mission is world-wide — sea
and land — universal. The apostle is to
eat it and thus to become full of it so as
to give out its message. Does he not do
so by writing what we have here? but
what the seven thunders said is not for
us.(Deut^9:29). R.B.SCOTT
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BELIEF : (16)
The Gospel

IN order to conform to the Lord's com

mission to the apostles (Luke 24:47),
preaching the gospel must be
equivalent to preaching repentance
and remission of sins. Are there other

passages which help us to understand
what this entailed, without destroying
the fundamental requirement of
repentance and remission of sins in
Jesus' name? Are there passages which
help us to understand the relation of
obedience to the gospel message?

Various Forms

It should be realised that our Lord's

final commission, as related by the four
gospel writers, was given in four
different forms. This does not mean

that each states different instructions.

It simply means that the same thing
was expressed in different ways, all
meaning the same thing. This is only
true if varying forms of expression do
not contradict or violate the basic

meaning of the words. What are the
various forms of the last commission

given by our Lord to his apostles?

Matthew 28:19-20

"Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations; baptising them into the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have
commanded you".

Mark 16:15-16

"Go ye into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature. He that
believeth and is baptised shall be
saved."

John 17:17-21

"Sanctify them through thy truth,
thy word is truth. As' thou hast sent me
into the world, so have I also sent them
into the world; and for their sakes I
sanctify (hagiazo) myself, that they
also may be sanctified (hegiasmenoi)
through the truth. Neither pray I for
these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through their word,

that they all may be one, as thou
Father art in me and I in thee, that
they also may be one in us, that the
world may believe that thou hast sent
me."

Acts 2:38

"Repent and be baptised every one of
you in the name ofJesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and we shall receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit."

Acts 3:19

"Repent ye therefore, and turn
again, that your sins may be blotted
out..."

Here, in these passages, is the most
important message ever given by God
to mankind, through His Son. What is
involved in these Scriptures, in the
light of belief, godly sorrow,
repentance, obedience, baptism,
remission of sins, sanctification and
the salvation of the soul? See our next
article.

Exercises in Belief

Deuteronomy 18:18-19; Hebrews 1:1-2,
2:1-3, 2:9-13; Mark 1:15; Acts 15:7; 1
Corinthians 1:2,-15:1-4; 2 Timothy 2:8.

W. BROWN

(To be continued)

JESUS' ENDORSEMENT
OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

THE history of the earthly ministry of
Christ testifies that he endorsed the
Old Testament Scriptures. He even
endorsed the threefold division of the
Old Testament-the law, the prophets,
and the Psalms. "These are the words
which I spake unto you, while I was yet
with you, that all things must be
fulfilled, which were written in the law
of Moses, and in the prophets, and in
the psalms, concerning me" (Luke
24:44). Hence, Christ endorsed the
Pentateuch and the history of the Old
Testament; he gave full endorsement
to the prophets; he frequently said
concerning the prophecies that they
"must needs be fulfilled". This could
not be truthfully said if the Old
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