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ONE MAN AND fflS DOG
'*Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life (Rev. 2:10). This
was, and still is, the promise of Jesus to His disciples. If we are faithful untill death,
we will receive that crown of life. Jesus was referring, at the time, to many thousands
of His desciples who were being hounded by the authorities, and were being slain for
their claim to discipleship, but the promise also extends, nevertheless, to those who
will die peacefully, in old age.

I was driving along George IV Bridge, in Edinburgh, the other day, with two
of our grandchildren in the back of the car, and as we passed the small bronze statue
to " Greyfriars Bobby " there were large numbers of Japanese tourists, taking photo
graphs and chattering away. The grandchildren did not know the story of " Greyfriars
Bobby " and as I related it to them it occurred to me that it might also be of interest,
and profit, to most readers of the " Scripture Strandard," When I say that 'Bobby*
(Greyfriars Bobby) was a little shaggy dog (a Skye Terrier) you may be wondering
what relevance 'a shaggy dog story' has in the pages of a religious magazine. This is
quite a fair concern to have, and I can only reply that it has the same relevance as all
the other animals, birds, fish, insects, reptiles mentioned in the Bible. Over forty
different animals are referred to in the scriptures, to say nothing of the many birds,
insects, reptiles, etc. Many of them are mentioned for no other purpose than that we
should profit from some lesson to be derived from them. Dogs are mentioned, for
instance, with their disgusting tendency to return to their vomit ; pigs to wallowing
in the mire ; leopards who can't change their spots ; being wise as serpents ; harmless
as doves ; and so on. Jesus said " Consider the ravens " and grasp the lesson. Soloman
said " Go to the ant, thou sluggard, consider her ways and be wise." Indeed Soloman
was intrigued by four apparently weak and ineffectual creatures which were, in reality,
exceedingly strong and wise, viz.- the ant : the conies, the locusts, and the spider
(Prov. 30). He was also impressed (too wonderfully) with an eagle in flight, the lion,
the greyhound and the he-goat. Thus there are characteristics to be seen in the world
of animals, birds, and insects which give us instruction if we have the ability to recognise
the lesson. In view of all this I offer readers the account, the very true account, of
the remarkable fidelity of the little Skye terrier to its master. To those who don't care
about history, or those who do not like dogs I apologise in advance, and can only
hope that some readers may feel that the story was worth telling.
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