
'^Ute

Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning*

VOL. 24. No. 2 PEBRUAKT, 19S8

The Triple Crown
ON certain ceremonial occasions the Pope wears his tiara or triple crown. In earliest
times he was distinguished by his high pointed cap, richly jewelled. Afterwards this
was encompassed by a crown, later surmounted by a second crown, and finally by a
third. This triple crown is a symbol of papal sovereignty over the spiritual, tem
poral and purgatorial realms. No one disputes his claims to the latter realm, for no
such place exists. He is welcome to rule over this imaginary kingdom. Purgatory
is the greatest means of raising money by false pretences the world can ever conceive.

So far as regards the Pope's claim to temporal sovereignty no one takes that
seriously. Throughout history kingdom after kingdom has renounced that myth.
But the claim to authority in the spiritual heavenly realm, to "loose and unloose"
and to be the Vicar of Jesus Christ are blasphemies typical of this arrogant counter
feit of Christ's church. Is it anything else but blasphemy for a man or system to
take the place and authority that belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, of whom alone
it is written that "on his head were many crowns" (Rev. 19:12)? So the hymn praises
the Son of God in the words "CroM^oi Him with many crowns."

In quite another category are the three crowns placed upon the head of a
monarch of Britain at different stages of the coronation ceremony. These three
crowns—King Edward the Confessor's crown, the Imperial State Crown, and the
crown specially made for the occasion—are all highly symbolic, but of an earthly,
not a heavenly kingdom. The crown, in whatever connection it be used, is symbolic
of glory, power, authority and victory.

Diadem and Wreath
As with many other symbols of glory the Bible uses the crown as depicting the

heavenly and spiritual. Our highest ideals of attainment are conveyed by a crown.
The word of God takes that ideal and uses it to illustrate the highest spiritual
glory, power, authority and victory.

Variovis crowns are spoken of in Scripture. First, there is that translated in the
Revised Version as "diadem," although appearing in the Authorised Version as
"crown." The diadem is a mark of royalty, either real or usurped. All the passages
speaking of diadems are contained in the book of Revelations, in 19 :12, as we
have seen, it is "the Faithful and True one" who is so crowned. In 12 :3 it is the
usurping red dragon, the enemy of Christ and His church, who is crowned with
seven diadems; and in 13:1 it is the beast with a blasphemous name who has ten
diadems upon his ten horns.

The only true wearer of this diadem is the Lord Jesus Christ, King of kings,
Lord of lords, conqueror of sin and death, "the Lamb who by his blood ransomed
men for God from every tribe and tongue and people and nation" (Rev. 5:9). Earth
re-echoes the praises of heaven in such hymns as

"Bring forth the royal diadem
And crown Him Lord of all."

and— "Look, ye saints, the sight is glorious:
See the Man of sorrows now

From the fight returned victorious;
Every knee to Him shall bow.

Crown Him, crown Him,
Crowns become the Victor's brow."

Then there is the crown as a badge of victory. The victors in the ancient Greek
games were crowned with wreaths of laurd, wild olive or other plant. Taking an
illustration from this Paul writes, "They do it to obtain a perishable wreath, but
w© an imperishable." (I Cor. 9:25). As distinguished from the royal this



10 THE SCRIPTUHE STANDARD

crown was the stephanos, and is referred to in Matt. 27:29; 2 Tim. 2:5; 2 Tim. 4:8;
Jas 1-12; 1 Pet. 5:4 and Rev. 2:10. The passage in Matthew tells how the soldiers
plaited a crown of thorns and put it on the head of Jesus. So much for the kingship
of this Galilean carpenter! Yet unconsciously they were crowning Him victor over
the powers of darkness.

Crowns that fade not

Others of these passages are worthy of being enlarged upon a little. In James
ri2 and Rev. 2:4 the one who endures, who is faithful unto death, is promised the
"crown of life." In 1 Peter 5:4 faithful and willmg shepherds of the flock of
God are to be rewarded with the "unfading crown of glory." And in 2 Tim.
4:8 Paul in almost his last written words expresses his certainty of receiving the
"crown of righteousness." As certain as Paul was, so certain can we be, for the
crown is not to him only, but to all who have loved the appearing, the manifestation,
the first coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The things that fill men's thoughts to-day will be no more to-morrow. "The
glory that was Greece and the grandeur that was Rome" are to-day simply terms
reminding us of long-past civilisations and departed glories. The "eternal city."
Rome, shall pass like any other city of earth. The only eternal city is the "Jerusalem
above," "the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God."

Glory, life, righteousness, the triple crown of unfading, eternal things. We
can wear that crown.

He who is crowned with glory and honour tells us that He is commg again, to
make all things new, His words are encouragement and warning: "I am coming
soon- hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your crown." (Rev. 3:11).

EDITOR.

Christian Science, Cult of Mary Eddy Baker
(V. Faith Healing

AS this has been the real root of success in the spread of this cult, some attempt
must be made to assess the claims to faith healing by Christian Science. This could
be a very long and unprofitable study, but a little of Mrs. Eddy's own evidence will
be sufficient for most thoughtful people to form a fair opinion of her prowess in this
field- "One whom I rescued from seeming spiritual oblivion, in which the senses had
engulfed him. wrote to me: 'I should have died, but for the glorious Principle you
teach,—suppoi'ting the power of mind over the body and showing me the nothing
ness of the so-called pleasures and pains of sense. The treatises I had read and the
medicines I had taken Fclearly a thoroughgoing hypochondriac—G.L.] only aban
doned me to more hopeless suffering and despair. Adherence to hygiene was useless.
Mortal mind needed to be set right. The ailment was not bodily but mental. [Too
true—G.L.I, and I was cured when I learned my way in Christian Science.""
(.Science & Health, p. 382, 24 - p. 383. 2),

Without any skill as a healer, and possessing just a basic working knowledge
of psychology. I could have prescribed many another cure for such a man, though
he might not have enjoyed mine so well. Neux-otics of this kind are the backbone of
the movement's healing success as may readily be seen by reading through the
chapter in S & H headed "Fruitage" (another of Mrs. Eddy's own words). I spare
you the weariness, and quote just one case: "For a number of years I was a weary
woman not ill enough in health to be called an invalid, but suffering more than
could be told with fatigue and weakness. ["Maungy" we call it in Yorkshire—G.L.].
Peeling that this was God's will, I did not ask to be healed, although I was con
stantly doctoring. I suffered with dyspepsia, congestion of the liver [both due to lack
of exercise'>—G L 1 and many other things, including weak eyesight. With all the
medicine, and with different changes for rest. I never regained health, and thought
I never should, so I prayed for grace to bear my cross patiently for others' sake.
One day while Iving on my couch exhausted, which had become a frequent experi
ence the words came to me: 'Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall
receive' I rose, knelt down and said, 'O God, make me well." I was telling a friend
this and she kindly gave me a 'Sentinel.' Imagine my joy when I saw the testi
monies of healing! I believed them, remembering our Lord's words, "Blessed are
they that have not seen, and yet have believed.'

"I obtained a copy of Science c& Health and before a week had passed. I realised
that if God was my all I needed no glasses. My eyes were healed in a few days,
and since then I have never thought of glasses. I was also cured of dyspepsia, and
nothing that I have eaten has hurt me since then. The belief in health laws was
next destroyed, by knowing that our heavenly Father did not make them, and from
this has come the beautiful experience of the overcoming of fatigue.

"For this alone I can never be thankful enough. True indeed are the words,
'Thev shall run, and not be weary.' This was more than a year ago, and I can say
that not once have I felt inclined to lie on the couch, nor have I had a headache,
although I am doing more woi-k than ever before. fThere's the real cure—G.L.]. Fear
has also been overcome in many ways."—A.L.. Chelmsford. England (S. & H-t
pp. 677 and 6781,
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