
































28 THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

Revelation, Chapters xv. to Xix.

Introduction to the Seven Last
Plagues—In this final book of divine in-
spiration we have had messges to seven
Churches, the opening of seven sedls,
the sounding of seven trumpets and now
is the emptying of seven vials or vessels.
These last signify the outpouring of the
wrath of God upon the earth—its sys
tems and its people. The scene in this
chapter is in heaven. The sea of glass
is before God's throne (iv. 6). The over-
comers stand upon or beside the sea, and
rgjoice in the same way as did the people
of Israel when they had crossed the Red
Sea This was a wonderful song of tri-
umph, too; celebrating an even greater
victory, because supremely a spiritual
one. The song celebrates the praise of
God as ruler, over the earth and its in-
habitants, as dispensing justice. The
figure of the vials is drawn from the old
covenant temple worship. Bowls were
used by the priests therein, who were
similarly clothed. The wrath of God
comes forth in the charge of the angels
from the sanctuary, where also surely
was the mercy seat. (See Ex. xl. 34;
Psalmsxviii. 8; Isaiahvi. 4; Heb. xii. 29.)

The Outpouring of the Vials.—There is
a striking similarity between the plagues
now pictured and those following the
first four trumpets (viii. 8 to 12). Earth
(land), sea, waters, and heavenly bodies,
are in turn affected. These pictures
represent more severe judgments upon
men, and doubtless indicate physical,
mental, moral, and spiritual troubles
brought upon men by reason of their sins
and their rejection of God's counsel. The
third judgment is stated in fact to be
requital for the persecution of God's
people. We shall only understand fully
the exact measurement of God's ven-
geance when we 'know even as we are
known," but here we see that "punish-
ment fits crime’ But, with all the
suffering, the obstinate spirit of sin
hardens into worse enmity towards God
(xvi. 9 and 11). We have dready had
reference to the redemption of Israel,
and here we can see similarity to the
plagues of Egypt—nine of them having
the same result upon the sinners. Thus
the first four judgments are executed.

The very throne of 'the beast' (xiii. 2)
is now to be darkened as the execution
of divine wrath is preparing. Pear takes
hold upon rulers, but not repentance.
The sixth vial removes some obstacle in
the way of a judgment, for the enemies
of good are to be mustered together yet

for final defeat. The doom of Babylon
has already been foreshadowed by the
angel (xiv. 8). The unclean spirits arise
from the 'dragon,’ 'beast, and ‘another
beast' (which, it seems likely, is here
called 'the false prophet'—see his work
xii. 11 to 17), deceiving rulers and their
peoples. The spirits are gathering them
(see B.V. xvi. 16) to Armageddon. Will
God's own people be deceived into join-
ing this throng? Note the solemn inter,
position of the warning in xvi 15. If we
really are watching, clothed with the
righteousness of the Saviour, we shall
not be so deceived.

The seventh and final vial (xvi. 17)
introduces the mightiest earthquake in
history. We might, with justice, say
that the recent Great War was just such
a catastrophe as answers this figure.
World powers will be shaken to pieces,
and in particular God will bring down
‘the great city'—'Babylon.’

The Vision of the Woman upon the
Beast.—Chapter xvii, provides informa-
tion to enable us to identify '‘Babylon,’
whose destruction has been fore-
shadowed. One of the angels of the
vial shows the Seer the woman dressed
in purple and scarlet, seated upon the
beast pictured first in xiii. 1. Reference
to other Scriptures (2 Thess. ii. 3 to 12;
1 Tim. iv. 1 to 5) evidently referring to
the same matter, seem to justify the con-
cluson of many expositors that the great
gpostasy represented by Roman and
Greek Churches of this and earlier days,
is in fact this Babylon. Some of the
characteristics of these organisations
are: Corrupt forms of worship, immor-
ality, arrogant and blasphemous preten-
sions, great wealth, and worldly and poli-
tical power. Some of these charges can
be more easily sustained perhaps in past
history, before the influence over govern-
ments was (partially at least) broken at
the Reformation. Perhaps the clearest
Scriptural points are: ‘Forbidding to
marry and commanding to abstain from
meats.' (1 Tim. iv. 3)

The figure of unfaithfulness to the
marriage vow and licentious sexua be-
haviour is frequently used in the Bible
to picture unfaithfulness to God, and
false religious teachings and behaviour.
The Inquisition, wholesale persecution
and murder on the pretext of maintain-
ing Christian progress, are sufficient con-
demnation amost without the false
teaching. Theword 'admiration’ (xvii. 6)
should, of course, be ‘wonder.’ The
world-wide ramifications of Papal power
continue now, but we have forgotten that
at one time all the kingdoms of Europe
bowed to it completely. Kings received
their kingdoms at the hand and with the
consent of the Church. This would
account for the close relationship be-
tween dragon, beasts and the woman.
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Those who formerly owned her sway may
be expected to turn against her as the
date of her destruction comes near
(xvii. 5 to 18). The victory of the Lamb
over the Beast is assured.

The Fall of Babylon.—Chapter xviii.
describes this in figurative details. First
there is the announcement of the doom,
which compares in its details with that
of old physical Babylon as pronounced
by Isaiah and Jeremiah. (Isaiah xviii.
Xiv., Xlvii.; Jeremiah 1, li.) Secondly,
there is the call to those of God's own
people who might be in her midst, to
come out. Though she has abundant
self-confidence, the doom shall come
quickly. Worldly powers which have
benefited by her existence and machina
tions will mourn for her, and fear by
reeson of her sudden end. Those who
have made money by her will be bitterly
disappointed. Those who traffic by sea
likewise will grieve.

Heaven and the followers of Christ
are called on to rejoice, however, and a
mighty angel, throwing a millstone into
the sea for illustration, again emphasises
the completeness of the destruction. The
universality of her previous domination
is to be matched by this. Her condemna-
tion is justified as it is found that she
has been guilty of shedding the blood
of God's saints.

Rejoicing in Heaven.—Once more, the
scene is changed from earth's sad and
terrible plight to heaven's glad song.
The word 'Alleluid is Hebrew for 'Praise
ye the Lord." The reason for this par-
ticular song is the overthrow of Babylon,
that great enemy of God's people on
earth. That God has avenged His elect
is proof of His being 'Lord God omnipo-
tent.' This same overthrow brings near
the 'marriage supper of the Lamb." The
Church on earth separated from her
Lord is to be united with Him soon in the
final triumph. To be among the 'blessed'
will indeed be worth all earth's conflict.
John's inclination to worship the mes
senger is rebuked

The Victory of the Lord and His Fol-
lowers.—The rider of the white horse can
be readily identified with the One who
walked amidst the candlesticks (i. 13).
These passages throughout, are modelled
upon many Old Covenant prophecies (see
particularly here Isaiah Ixiii. 1 to 3). We
recall, too, the title given to our Saviour
a the commencement of John's Gospel.

The outcome of the conflict between
good and evil is a foregone conclusion.
So much so that the call to the birds is
made before it is begun. But the fight
has been long, the saints grow weary, the
evil appears to win so often, and the way
the victory lies through the 'valley of
the shadow." Let us observe, therefore,
the immediate result of this final con-
flict with part of the forces of evil. How-

ever hard the way, would we desire to be
found with the beast and the fase
prophet? Every effort to cleave to the
Saviour is abundantly worthwhile.

Perhaps we should remind one another
(hat these portions of the Word are
highly figurative. In line with that
thought, one writer has suggested that
the great battle may indicate the con-
flict of the Gospel against the self-will
of men, and its victory the winning of
the soul: hardly a permissible interpre-
tation we think in this place.

R. B. SCOTT.

Important Notice.

A Conference of Churches of Christ and
individual brethren and sisters standing
by the old position and plea of Churches
of Christ will be held, God willing, under
the auspices of the Summer Lane
Church, Birmingham, on Saturday, 27th
March, at 215 p.m. Chairman, Bro. Ed.
Price, of Wigan.

The Conference will be held in the
Schoolroom of the Westminster Road
Congregational Church (at the corner of
Westminster Road and Livingstone Road,

Perry Barr), Birmingham, 20.

Papers will be read by Brethren L.
Morgan, of Hindley and R. McDonald, of
Dewsbury, respectively. Subject, 'The
scriptural method of Evangelisation.! A
general discussion will follow. All usud
business to be abandoned.

The evening meeting will be presided

over by Bro. M. M. Mountford, of

Birmingham.

Speaker, Bro. David Dougal.l,

list.

All intending to be present are asked
to notify Bro. Geo. Hudson, 12 The
Broadway, Handsworth, Birmingham, 20.
Any Brother or Sister wishing to stay
overnight is urged to apply AT ONCE.

BOOK THE DATE.

Evange-

‘I WILL COME AGAIN'

too | am waiting quietly every day,

Whenever the sun shines brightly, | rise
and say:

ourely it is the shining of His face';

When a shedow falls across the window
of the room

When | am working a my appointed

task,
I lift my head and ask if He is come,
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COMING EVENTS

Hindley.—Mission during February and
March: Lord's Days, 6 p.m.; Wednesdays
and Saturdays 7.30 p.m. Preacher, Prank
Worgan. Please join us in prayer for a
successful effort.

Rose Street, Kirkcaldy—Annual Social,
Saturday, 28th February, 4 p.m. Speakers,
Brethren A. E. Winstanley and A. H.
0Odd.

Morley, Yorks.— Church Anniversary,
Saturday and Sunday, February 28th and
20th. Saturday, tea a 430. Evening
meeting a 6 o'clock. Chairman, Bro.
Stephen Winstanley (Hindley); speakers,
Brethren Carlton Melling (Scholes) and
Leonard Channing (Kentish Town, Lon-
don). We unders_d that brethren frore
other districts would like to attend, if so,
they will be welcome. Adequate catering
arrangements are being made, but de-
tails as to numbers, hospitality required,
etc. would help. Communicationsto Bro.
Harold Baines, 42 Garnett Street, Bri-
tannia Road, Morley, near L eeds, Y orks.

Nelson (Southfleld Street) —Bible School
Anniversary, Saturday, February 7th.
Tea at 430, meeting a 630 p.m. Speaker,
Bro. F. C. Day, Birmingham, who will
address all assemblieson Lord's Day, 8th
February. A warm welcome awaits you.

BIBLE SCHOOL, HINOLEY

Preliminary Notice—T he brethren meet-
ingin Argyle Street, have decided to hold
another Bible School (D.V.) from Satur-
day, May 15th to Thursday, May 20th,
1948 Early morning prayer meetings,
lectures, questions answered, messages
for the deepening of spiritual life, open-
air services, gospel messages. Programme
available shortly. Book the dates.

Further particulars and bookings, write
to L. Morgan, 'Glen-Iris,' 44 Lord Street,
Hindley, Wigan.

LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR THE

EVANGELIST FUND £

No. 845
846 .
847 .
88 .
849 .
80 .
851
82

00000000 a

R. McDONALD, Treasurer.

Bro. C. E. McGaughey, of the Four-
teenth Street Church, Washington D.C.,
is coming to this country for a few
months. He hopes to arrive on March
26th, 1948. Any Church desiring to be
included in his itinerary should please
communicate with R. McDonad, 4
Clarke Street, Westboro', Dewsbury.

THE SCRIP rUHE STANDARD

BE CAREFUL ABOUT RUTS!

CONNECTING two Canadian towns,
forty-three miles apart, is said to be a
road of which the first section is a broad,
modern pavement. After eighteen miles
of concrete, however, the pavement ends
abruptly, a primitive dirt road begins,
and a description of this unimproved
stretch is given by a huge sign which
stands at the beginning of it. The sign
reads:

'Be careful what rut you get into; you
will stay in it for twenty-five miles.'

This is a parable of life. At firg, in
childhood and youth, we race along what
is a broad and beautiful highway; but
after a certain point, when habit-
patterns have become set, when our way
of life has fallen into a definite pattern,
we are likely to continue unchanged un-
til we die.

It is for this reason that all decisions,
and especially those made in youth, are
of such great importance; and it is for
the same reason that religion insists that
every choice must be made in the light
of the most farseeing wisdom. The de-

sion which you make to-day may well
determine the course of your life for the
next twenty-five years.

NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES

Birmingham, Summer Lane.—It is with
joy we record the immersion of Jean E.
Toon, a scholar in our Bible School, on
Lord's Day evening, 28th December. She
was received into the fellowship of the
Church as we met around the Lord's
Table on the 4th January. We pray that
she may be kept faithful unto the end.
FRED C. DAY.

Blackburn, Hamilton Street.—On New
Year's Day, the Church held its annua
tea and socia for the Sunday School
scholars. Approximately seventy children
and forty adults attended, and enjoyed a
good tea, supplied by the members, and
supervised by a very efficient catering
committee. The socia events consisted
of hearty singing by the singing class,
duets and solos, and recitations by the
scholars. Following the socia our visiting

er, Bro. Fred C. Day, of Birming-
ham, delivered an inspiring address to
suit both young and old, which he fol-
lowed by the distribution of prizes, as
sisted by the superintendent, Bro. A.
Allen.

Bro. Day's services on this occasion,
and his sincere address for the New
Y ear's Eve watchnight service, were very
deeply appreciated, and the Church
earnestly pray that our Lord will abun-
dantly bless him. ROY RENSHAW,
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