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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity

as it was in the beginning.
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"PREACHING BAPTISM"

ONE thing is obvious in our preaching of the gospel, whether in "meetings",
"missions", "crusades" or "campaigns". It is the difficulty of getting people to
be baptised. Among visitors from various religious denominations we can get those
who regard themselves as being one with us,and who attend "the meetings to "help"
us in sending out the gospel, or to show the "unity" of the various churches. They
express wholehearted agreement with what we preach - up to the point of baptism.
There we meet the difficulty - how to persuade them to take this step.

There are several reasons for this fact. One is the various substitutes for

baptism : many claim that they have been baptised by having had water sprinkled
upon them in infancy, and having been "confirmed" in that sprinkling when they
were able to make their own decisions. Very few respond to being shown that what
the scriptures mean (and what we mean) by baptism is immersion in water. There
are those who insist that salvation is by faith only ; that baptism is a work, that we
are not saved by works, and that therefore baptism has no part in salvation - it is
entirely "by grace" that we are saved. Thirdly we have those who "don't know
enough" yet to be immersed : in vain we show such that what one needs to "know"
about immersion is that one is a sinner and needs a Saviour - Jesus Christ. Finally

there are those who cannot gainsay the truths they have heard in the preaching,
but who intend to wait for "some more convenient time".

All these reasons can be summed up in the question, "Can't I be saved without
baptism?" Perhaps the best way to answer this question is that used by William
McDougall, an evangelist of the late nineteenth century. He would reply by writing
ona blackboard two answers:(I)"He that believethand is not baptisedmay be saved.
Signed: William McDougall". (2) "he that believeth and is baptised shall be saved .
Signed: the Lord Jesus Christ." Bro. McDougall then asked his own question:
"Whose word are you going to take?" Thus he put the question in its right setting:
it is a matter of "by whose authority?" - Christ's or man's?

Preaching Christ.

It is probable that some of us will question the very title of this article -
"Preaching Baptism" Surely we must preach Christ, not any specific doctrine.
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