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A Neglected Lesson.

'So teach us to nuniher our days, that ^t'e may apply our hearts unto
ivisdont' (Psalm go:T2).

THIS Psalm is 'a prayer of Moses, the man of God,' and was probably
composed during the wilderness journey of the children of Israel. During
that long trying journey, subject to many changes, seeing men carried
'away as with a flood,' Moses looks above the temporal, fleeting things, to
the Eternal Unchangeable One. 'Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place
in all generations.' 'Thou,' who 'from everlasting to everlasting art God,'
who formed the mountains and the earth, the Creator of all, art our
dwelling place, our refuge, our eternal home. What a contrast between
the everlasi' ig God, and poor frail mortality!

'To all, life Thou givest—to both great and small:
In all life Thou livest, the true life of all:
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
And wither and perish—but nought changeth Thee.'

We too. are on a journey, all things seem to say 'this is not your rest.'
How quickly the days and years roll by. As they pass on they bring many
and great changes. Men come and go, friends are taken from our side,
and as we look round our family circles, our hearts are sad as we see
the vacant chairs. As we have stood by the graves of loved ones we have
realised how true it is that we shall go to them, but they shall not return
to us. We are surrounded by the fleeting and transient, and sick of these
changing scenes we look up to the Eternal One and find in Him shelter,
rest, and peace.



2 THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

With an unknown path before us, we pray, and sing—
'Our God, oui' help in ages past,

Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while life shall last,

And our eternal home!'

In view of all this, it is surely important that we should learn to
number our days. To have a right estimate of time is essential if we
would use it well and live wisely. Neglect of this great lesson accounts
for many failures. Many, like the rich fool, build upon a wrong calculation.
He said : 'Soul, thou hast much-goods laid up for many years: take thino
ease, eat, drink, and be merry'; but a solemn messenger upset all his plans.
'This night thy soul shall be required of thee : then whose shall those
things be, which thou hast provided?' (Luke 12:16-21).

Others, like those described by James, are saying, 'To-day or to-morrow
we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell,
and get gain.' Are you thinking of some such plan ? You talk of continuing
a year and making a fortune, 'Whereas ye know not what shall be on the
morrow. For what is your life ? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for
a little time, and then vanisheth away' (James 4:13-14).

So many of the plans of men are built on nothing better than a vapour.
Well may we pray, 'Lord, make me to know mine end, and the measure
of my days, what it is, that I may know how frail I am.' This seems a
difficult lesson to learn. We hear of people dying all round us, but we
act as though we are fenced about with immortality. How true is the
saying : 'All men think all men mortal but themselves.' The Bible, in
many striking metaphors, sets before us the shortness and uncertainty of
life, for life is like a soon-forgotten dream ; a transient shadow. To many
it is 'as a sleep'; they seem to be sleeping and dreaming while years roll
by all unobserved by them. To such, the hour of death is a great awakening,
and they are haunted by the ghost of a mis-spent past.

Our life is 'like grass which ... in the morning it fiourisheth and
groweth up: in the evening it is cut doV/n and withereth.' 'We spend our
years as a tale that is told.' The chapters are varied, for there is shadow
and sun for everyone, as the years roll on, but all the chapters are alike
very short.

Our days are swifter than the weaver's shuttle, and as uncertain as
the weaver's thread. *I have cut off like a weaver my life : he will cut
me off from the loom' (Isaiah 38:12).

It is because our life is so short and uncertain that it is so great and
precious.

'Not many lives, but only one have we, frail, fleeting man,
How sacred should that one life be, that narrow span,

Day after day filled up with blessed toil,
Hour after hour bringing in new spoil.'

Our life is like 'water spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered
up again' (2 Samuel 14:14). We shall not pass this way again, we cannot
undo the past, but profiting by experience we can so live that we shall
have less to regret.

How did ye spend last year? If we wrote do-wn a faithful record
could we view it with joy or grief ? Have we grown in 'grace and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,' and in imitation of Him ?
Remember the infallible Reporter has all written down, and we will one
day be called to give account to Him. Can we say, 'I have done what X
could' in service, or in giving of our means to Him ? We do need to
cultivate the grace of liberality, to imitate Him who gave Himself for us,
and who said : 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'

The apostolic injunction is, 'Redeem the time,' buy up the opportunities,
as a wise merchant does. 'The children of this world are, in their



THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD 8

generation, wiser than the children of light.' If some men ran their
businesses as they try to run Churches they would soon be in the bankruptcy
court. 'Whatsoever the hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for there
is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither
thou goest.' There will be no opportunity for making up lost time, nor
tor any amendment there. 'As we have therefore opportunity, let us do
good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith'
(Gal. 6:10).

'Oh the world is full of sighs, full of sad and weeping eyes,
Help your fallen brother ri.se, while the days are going by.'

King Henry the Fourth asked the Duke of Alva if he had seen the
recent eclipse of the sun. 'No,' said the Duke, 'I have so much to do on
earth, that I have no leisure to look up to heaven.' How sad that so many
professing Christians have time to attend to material things, to read trashy
literature, to attend cinemas, and sports, but they have no time for the
things of the Lord, to attend His House, to support by their presence Lord's
Day, evening and week-night meetings! How much we need to learn 'to
number our days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.'

What does the Right of time mean to us ? Each night we are a day's
march nearer the end. Does that mean joy or grief to us ? Amidst all
the changes 'Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, to-day, and for ever.' He
will not fail nor forsake us. His word, like Himself, 'liveth and abideth
for ever.' His Gospel is still the power of God unto salvation to everyone
that believeth. If we have believed and obeyed that Gospel, and are
seeking daily to do His will as revealed in His word, the flight of time
means that our redemption is near. 'The coming of the Lord draweth nigh';
and that will bring the time for which creation groans, when pain, sorrow
and death shall be no more : when the 'day breaks and shadows flee away';
a day that shall never end, for 'there shall be no night there.' The faithful,
loyal Christian, who is doing his best to serve the Lord, can joyfully sing—

'Ye wheels of nature speed your course, while mortal powers decay;
Past a.s ye bring the night of death, ye bring eternal day.'

EDITOR.

Suggested Bible Readings.
THE Lord's Day morning readings for 1949 and 1950 have covered first
the life and teaching of Jesus Christ as recorded in Matthew's gospel, then
in Acts the record of the life an'd worship of disciples of the Christ, of
the spreading of the good news of salvation through His name 'to the
uttermost part of the earth'; in short, of the efTect of that sinless life and
matchless teaching upon those who believed in Him as the Messiah. As
an orderly continuation of that sequence it has been thought fitting that
in 1951 the readings in the New Testament consist of a portion of that
inspired teaching contained in the letters of Paul the Apostle to those
early Churches and as applicable to-day if Churches of the New Testament
order are to 'keep the faith' in life as well as in name.

The plan has been followed of reading these letters in the order in
which they were written. We are aware that among Bible scholars this
order is a vexed and disputable question. Into that controversy we have
not ventured to enter, but have been content to follow the suggested order
contained in Conybeare and Howson's Life ami Epistles of St. Paul. We
have reverted, t^o, to the time-honoured practice—'as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be'—of placing the Old Testament readings
lirst. We find th^t our brethren, whatever their shades of opinion in
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