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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity as it was 
in the beginning, 

War. 

WAR After  weeks of  suspense during  
which we hoped against hope  that  peace  
would  be  preserved and after what we 
belived were sincere and strenuous 

 

a n d s t r e n u o u s 
efforts in that d i rec t ion by the P r i m e 
Min i s t e r , the fateful a n n o u n c e m e n t 
was made , ' T h i s country is a t war with 
G e r m a n y . ' 

T h e folly and futility of war is 
almost un iversa l ly admi t t ed . F i e l d 
M a r s h a l Sir W. R o b e r t s o n , speak ing 
in 1 9 3 3 , said, 'he had spent nearly half 
a century on mat ters connec ted wi th 
war , and he had a r r ived at the con­
clusion that war was a futile th ing, 
for if nei ther ensured peace nor c o m -
posed differences. ' 

The great war of 1 9 1 4 - 1 9 1 8 was, we 
were assured , 'a war to end war , ' and 
that it wou ld resul t in a new wor ld of 
peace , f reedom, and r igh teousness . 
T h e years that have fol lowed have 
wi tnessed the lower ing of the mora l 
and spir i tual tone of the nat ion, the 
increase of pleasure seeking , and the 
desecra t ion of the L o r d ' s D a y , to an 
extent that has been appa l l ing . 

His tory records again and again how 
great empi res have ar isen, and for a 

t ime have wie lded a lmost sup reme
power , and then fallen, their downfal l 
be ing brought about not by enemies 
from wi thout , but enemies wi th in . 
' R i g h t e o u s n e s s exal te th a nation, ' 
whi le sin a lways br ings nations d o w n . 
Na t ions that forget G o d cannot long 

exist 

Well did the poet B u r n s pray, that 
'a v i r tuous populace may rise the 
wh i l e , and stand a wall of fire around 
their much loved I s l e . ' 

Had a tithe of the money spent in 
prepara t ions to destroy life been spent 
in efforts to save , we would have been 
spared this terr ible holocaust of war. 

' W e r e h a l f t he p o w e r tha t f i l l s t he w o r l d w i t h 
t e r r o r , 

W e r e h a l f t h e w e a l t h b e s t o w e d o n c a m p s 
a n d c o u r t s , 

G i v e n t o r e d e e m the h u m a n m i n d f r o m e r r o r , 
T h e r e w e r e n o n e e d s o f a r s e n a l s a n d f o r t s . ' 

S p e a k i n g in the House of C o m m o n s 
o n A u g u s t 2 3 r d , M r . J a m e s M a x t o n 
said, ' M a n k i n d has tried for two 
thousand years to find civi l isat ion 
along this road. E v e r y country has 
the dead bodies of men w h o bel ieved 
that a war could achieve it 
H o w many more t imes has mank ind 
got to try the ordeal of war before it 
real ises the comple te futility of t ry ing 
to get s o m e w h e r e th rough this r o a d ? ' 
A n d now again a war is being waged 
to end mi l i t a r i s m! When Sa tan casts 
out Sa tan then we may expec t to see 
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war end by w a r . P re s iden t R o o s e v e l t 
in a b roadcas t message spoke of his 
belief in spir i tual va lue s , and in the 
N e w T e s t a m e n t , eve ry page of which 
he sa id , is opposed to the use of force. 
T h a t is our faith too . D u r i n g the 
B o e r War and the G r e a t War we 
took a firm stand against m i l i t a r i sm , 
be l i ev ing it to b e , as declared in a 
resolut ion of A n n u a l Confe rence of 
C h u r c h e s of Ch r i s t , 'Ou t of h a r m o n y 
wi th and antagonis t ic to the teach ings 
of our L o r d , ' (YearBook. 1900 p. 80.) 
and we see no reason for chang ing 
that a t t i t u d e n o w . 

D u r i n g the days that are ahead our 
faith wi l l be put to the test. We have 
often sung, 'Suff icient is T h i n e a rm 
a lone , and our defence is su re , ' and 
now we need more than ever to put 
our trust in the L o r d . H o w a p p r o ­
priate are the words of the P s a l m i s t : 
'He shall cover thee with His fea thers , 
and under His wings shalt thou trust 

B e c a u s e thou hast made the 
L o r d . . . e v e n the most H i g h , thy 
habi ta t ion, there shall no evil befall 
thee , neither shall any p lague come 
nigh thy d w e l l i n g . ' (Psalm xc i . ) Often 
in t ime of danger from war and 
pest i lence those who trusted G o d , and 
refused to abandon p r inc ip le s , have 
been p rese rved from bodi ly ha rm. 
Bu t whe the r we suffer bodi ly harm or 
not, if loyal to the L o r d and His W o r d 
we shall be saved from wha t is in -
f i n i t e l y w o r s e , spir i tual ha rm . T h e 
three H e b r e w consc ien t ious objec tors , 
cast into the furnace of deadly fire, 
found only their bonds burned , and 
best of all one walked wi th them 
w h o s e form was like the S o n of G o d . 
(Danie l iii.) After the last war , M r . 
L loyd George, said, 'If in 1 9 1 4 the 
C h u r c h e s had s a i d , ' S t o p ! this m u r d e r 
shal l no t beg in , ' no g o v e r n m e n t 
wou ld have dared to enter into the 
war . ' 

War , like the Dr ink Traff ic , wil l be 
ended when the C h u r c h says i t shal l . 

Oh, that the Churches were uni ted , 
and with one vo ice , one heart and 
soul , wou ld seek to hasten the day 
w h e n ' they shall beat their swords into 
p l o w s h a r e s , and their spears into 

p run ing hooks , na t ion ' sha l l not lift 
up sword against nat ion, - neither 
shal they learn war any m o r e . ' 

T h a t should be the chief concern o 
every loyal soldier of K i n g J e s u s . 

E D I T O R 

Important. 
A C C O R D I N G to a r r a n g e m e n t s , the 
edi tor expec t s to be in E n g l a n d until 
the end of 1 9 3 9 . As we shall be 
m o v i n g from place to p lace , will 
co r r e sponden t s please note addresses 1 

which will be g iven in the S.S., and 
send matter for inser t ion therein as] 
early as pos s ib l e . !

D u r i n g October , our address , D.v., j 
will be W . C R O S T H W A I T E , I I G I L B E R T ;

S T R E E T , H I N D L E Y , W I G A N . 

Holy Water.' 
IN our issue of A u g u s t , 1 9 3 8 , we ; 
pub l i shed a report of the Vica r of 
L i t t l e h a m p t o n spr ink l ing holy wate r ; 
on motor cars , and expres s ing the 
hope that this wou ld reduce road-
acc iden ts . 

.Now in the News Chronicle of 
A u g u s t 17 th , this year , is a p ic ture 
a'nd report of the R e v . B e r n a r d !

W h e l a n , at the R o m a n . Ca tho l i c 
C h u r c h , H a m p s t e a d , L o n d o n , sp r ink-
ling holy water on more than one 
hundred dogs . ' T h i s , ' he said, ' w a s 
not a re l ig ious s e rv i ce , but a b less ing 
of a nature found in the R o m a n ' 
ritual for an ima l s . It has been done 
abroad often.' 

T h e Ed i to r of the News Chronicle 
classed this a m o n g ' s t range and si l ly 
th ings , ' and hoped it wou ld not be 
done again in this country . 

Bu t , if the spr ink l ing of a few 
drops of water on the face of an 
unconsc ious babe can ingraft it into 
Chr is t , remit its s ins , and regenera te 
it, why should not the sp r ink l ing of 
water on motor cars and dogs do 
some th ing wonderfu l for t h e m ? Can 
any of our readers tell us why no t? 

E D I T O R S.S. 
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147 Steadfastness 
T H O S E in Christ are enjoined to be 
steadfast; and the frequency of the 
idea in the Scriptures indicates 
its need and importance. We 
understand by steadfastness the 
stayed and firm character of those 
who take the name of the  
Lord Jesus. Stability in all that 
is good and pure and lovely is 
wholesome doctrine for Churches of 
Christ, en­gaged in work for the 
spiritual growth of members who 
are rooted and grounded in the 
faith. The mean­ing of the word 
is both simple and clear; still we 
give some of its occurrences in 
the New Testament. The verbal 
forms 'stood,' 'stand,' etc., are 
frequently named.It is interesting to 
note how the same idea is variously 
rendered. The thought of fixedness 
as compared with motion runs 
through them all, but some­times 
the thought is accentuated. It is 
said of the guiding star, in Matt, 
ii.. 9, that 'it came and stood over 
where the young child was.' Here, 
standing for a short time is suggested 
by the circumstances, but in Acts 

xvii. 3 1 , 'He hath appointed the day,'
literally, 'made to stand'—that is the 
day of judgment, that nothing shall 
be able to move; it shall stand 
against the wishes as weil- as the 
powers of men. Also in 2 Tim. 
ii. 19 , 'The foundation of God
standeth sure.'' Here we have the 
idea of continued stability, and that 
alone agrees with the context of the 
passage. In the imperative form we 
have only a few instances. The noun 
occurs but once. 2 Peter iii. 17 , 
reads: ' Y  e therefore, beloved,seeing 
ye know these things before, beware 
lest ye also being led away with the 
error of the wicked, fall from 
your own steadfastness.' A kindred 
word rendered by the same term is 
found in Col. ii. 5. Such references 
bring clearly to our minds the radical 
idea running through various forms 
of the word. 

We observe how material things 
and natural laws are used to convey 
lessons about things immaterial and 
spiritual. When we consider things 
around us we see some of them at 
rest and some in motion. There is a 
power that draws everything towards 
the earth, but there are other forces 
in operation that overcome the 
former. The hurricane rages in its 
fury, and edifices that were thought 
to be secure are sometimes laid in 
ruins. We, too, are subjected to con­
flicting forces in the spiritual realm. 
Man, however, is not like a tree or a 
stone that is moved and can't help 
being shifted. No! he is endowed 
with a will, and there is stamped in 
his being that individual responsi­
bility that makes him accountable to 
the great Judge of all. 

The injunctions 'stand fast,' 'be 
steadfast,' imply that we are able to 
stand, otherwise they would be un­
reasonable and absurd. There is 
also the implication of danger that 
we may fall from our steadfastness. 

There must be some basis or 
foundation on which we can rest. A 
house that is not built on a solid 
foundation is not secure. Some may 
build 'castles in the air,' but they are 
always sure to tumble down. The 
most casual reader knows that the 
word of the living God was the 
substantial and safe foundation on 
which Christians at the beginning 
stood fast. To those at Ephesus 
Paul wrote: 'Now, therefore, ye are 
no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God, and 
are built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and the prophets, Jesus 
Christ Himself being the chief corner 
stone.' Divine authority and guid­
ance we can all trust because it is a 
fortress in which all may feel safe. 
It is the only reasonable ground we 
can take as Christians and invite our 
fellow men to build upon with 
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assurance for the present , and hope 
for the future. Paul had to warn those 
w h o thought someth ing else would 
do ; hence the warn ing was g iven : 
' B e w a r e , lest any man spoil you 
th rough phi losophy and vain decei t , 
after the tradit ion of men . ' H o w 
impres s ive are the words of Paul to 
his son in the faith: 'O T i m o t h y , 
keep that wh ich is commi t t ed to thy 
trust , avo id ing profane and va in 
babb l ings , and opposi t ions of sc ience , 
falsely so c a l l e d ; w h i c h some p r o -
fessing have erred concern ing the 
faith. ' T h e w i s d o m of the wises t 
fades away as succeed ing genera t ions 
ar ise , for every succeed ing age br ings 
increased k n o w l e d g e , but of this we 
are certain, ' A l l flesh is as grass and 
the glory of man as the flower of the 
g r a s s ; the grass wi there th and the 
flower thereof falleth away , but the 
word of the L o r d endureth for ever.' 
On this i m m o v a b l e foundat ion, that, 
has been tried dur ing the cen tur ies , 
and p rov ided secur i ty for man in his 
greatest need, let us as Chr i s t i ans 
s tand, for 'a l l other g round is s ink-
ing sand. ' Paul knew well the 
devices of Sa tan , and how hard the 
contest must be for those who have 
turned ' f rom darkness to l ight, and 
from, the power of Sa tan to G o d , ' 
hence the impera t ive c o m m a n d , 
' S t a n d fast in the faith. ' (x C o r . 
x v i . 1 5 ) . 

S o m e t i m e s , there are difficulties 
presented w h i c h cause the y o u n g to 
s tagger in their faithfulness to G o d . 
Hard ques t ions are put in an i ngen -
ious manner , that not only perp lex 
the mind as to how they may be 
answered , but in some cases lead 
away from the Word of G o d that 
a lone directs our steps ar ight . S c i e n c e 
too speaks wi th such an air of 
author i ty , and declares itself in con-
flict wi th the B i b l e , that the latter is 
looked upon as d iscredi ted and the 
former rece ived wi th impl ic i t t rust . 
S o m e of us have felt the effect of 
these, and think there is need for 
watchfulness and caut ion. T h a t 
there are difficulties in the sacred 
v o l u m e is not to be wondered at, 
but no one should feel a l a rmed at 

these. T i m e and exper i ence have 
r emoved some of them, and it may 
be truly said, ' W h a t we know not 
now we shall know hereafter. ' 

L e t men of sc ience deal wi th 
scientific ques t ions , that is their p ro -
v i n c e , andAlet us be thankful there 
are so many who reverence God and 
s tand firm upon His revela t ion . It 
wou ld be unreasonab le to give up so 
much we know to be good and true 
because there are some things we do 
not unde r s t and . In other branches 
of knowledge men act thus reason-
ab ly , why not in r e l i g ion? When 
pe rp l ex ing difficulties come in our 
w a y , like Peter may we s a y , ' L o r d , 
to w h o m shall we g o ? T h o u hast 
the words of eternal l ife. ' 

In iqu i ty as a flood is su rg ing 
around u s ; the tempests of tempta-
tion still work des t ruc t ion . T h e r e is 
the fascinating gin palace that appeals 
to the lower pass ions of man and 
allures the y o u n g . Heedle.ssly, many 
a one has been d r a w n into the vor tex 
and soon terminated life, amid g loom 
and sadness that touches every tender 
heart . C lose ly related to i n t empe r -
ance is the curse of g a m b l i n g . Pe r -
haps , some of us can scarcely imagine 
its bewi tch ing influence and over -
mas te r ing power , but many a neg-
lected home and un t imely end utter 
their most so l emn w a r n i n g s , that we 
enter not into her w a y s . T h e r e is , 
too, the rush to make money and 
become r ich ; the tendency to regard 
truth as trifling in push ing forward 
bus ines s , ' and many other th ings that 
requ i re careful wa tch ing if Chr is t ian 
steadfastness is to be main ta ined . 

We must also guard against i n n o v a -
tions in t roduced in the name of 
re l ig ion . Sa tan appears some t imes 
as ' an angel of l ight , ' and when he 
cannot dr ive the Chr i s t i an from his 
posi t ion as an antagonis t , he will 
a ssume the garb of hypocr i t i ca l 
f r iendship . In a t rying hour, J e s u s 
said to His d i sc ip les , ' P r a y , lest ye 
enter into t empta t ion . ' (Luke x x i i . 46 ) . 
P raye r is necessa ry every day, for 
each day br ings its trials and tempta-
t ions. If we pray wi thou t ceas ing, 
and g row in grace and in the k n o w -
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l edge of our L o r d and S a v i o u r , we 
need fear no evi l . S teadfas tness is 
not agains t p rog re s s , but ensures it. 
T h e tree g r o w s w h e n rooted and 
g rounded in sui table soi l , .and 
C h r i s t i a n p rogress can only be m a d e 
w h e n we s tand fast in the faith. 

T h e hope of the gospe l g leams 
before , and that hope is ours if we 
m a k e ' n o su r rende r ' Shal l we shift 
from the sure foundat ion of t ruth 
and step on the s inking sands of 
e r r o r ? Shal l we forsake the fortress 
of safety w h e n enemies gather round 
on every side ? Shal l we sur render 
in the g randes t conflict in w h i c h 
mor ta l s can be e n g a g e d ? M a y we 
a n s w e r ' n e v e r , ' but let every one 
con t inue in the faith, g r o u n d e d and 
steadfast , and be not m o v e d away 
from the hope of the gospel ( C o l . 
i . 2 3 ) . • J A S . W A R D R O P . 

Correspondence Class. 
T H E R E is still t ime to send in y o u r 
rep l ies to the ques t ions set in the 
first paper of the new sess ion, w h i c h 
wil l be found in our S e p t e m b e r i s sue . 

In v i ew of the war res t r ic t ions as 
to m e e t i n g s , l igh t ing , e tc . , m a n y wil l 
have on hand t ime that migh t be 
ut i l ised to great advan tage in ga in ing 
a deeper k n o w l e d g e of the S c r i p t u r e s . 
D o n ' t p rocras t ina te , do i t n o w ! 

J . S C O U L L E R . 

Evangelism. 
MY own expe r i ence this past year 
has shown me that an evange l i s t i c 
mi s s ion can be a source of qu i cken ing 
to a C h u r c h ; that it res tores the joy, 
and pe rhaps the a n a e m i c faith of the 
mi s s ione r , and that there are m a n y 
u n c o n v e r t e d people w h o recogn i se in 
an evange l i ca l appeal the au then t i c 
note of gospel p reach ing . It seems 
to me we have too often tried s e c o n d -
ary exped ien t s w h i c h run d o w n like 
a b a t t e r y . — R. P Y K E , P re s iden t M e t h -
odist C o n f e r e n c e , 

Urgent and 
Important. 

From the Treasurer. 

W I L L all r e a d e r s who have not 
done so, please r e m i t to cover this 
y e a r ' s s u b s c r i p t i o n ? 

A L L A G E N T S are asked t o r e m i t 
m o n e y on hand at once, please do 
this up to end of J u n e , or bet ter 
still, S e p t e m b e r . F a r too m a n y 
agents re ta in m o n e y until the y e a r 
end, w h i c h m a k e s i t imposs ib le to 
m e e t o u r p r i n t i n g cos t s m o n t h b y 
m o n t h , espec ia l ly as the y e a r w e a r s 
on . J u s t a m o m e n t ' s thought wi l l 
m a k e this c l ear . 

T h i s m a g a z i n e is publ i shed at a 
loss a l w a y s , and we depend upon 
o u r r e a d e r s . A l l w o r k i s done 
wi thout p a y m e n t , or i t could not 
go on. 

Difficult t imes are ahead , and 
e v e r y penny sent wi l l help our 
p r i n t e r to cover our needs for some 
t ime . P a p e r costs are a l r e a d y 
r i s ing and wi l l continue to do so. 
W i l l all concerned please at tend to 
this reques t A T O N C E . 

As ibis is the O c t o b e r issue, I 
should be g lad to h e a r f r o m as 
m a n y r e a d e r s and agents re next 
y e a r s ' r e q u i r e m e n t s as soon as 
poss ible (D.V. ) A . L . F R I T H . 

[Al l our readers can help by taking 
note o f a n d a t t e n d i n g to the 
a b o v e . P lease send on at once 
to B r o . F r i t h . E d . S.S.] 
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What should the the Attitude of 
the Christian Church to National and 

International Affairs ? 
(concluded). 

T H E second factor in nat ional and 

in ternat ional affairs wi th which we 

mus t deal is the p rob lem of war . 

W h a t should be the at t i tude of the 

C h u r c h towards war ? 

It is a ques t ion which d e m a n d s an 
i m m e d i a t e and final answer . T h e 
pa s t—wi th its mis takes , d iv i s ions , and 
b i t t e rness—mus t be forgotten in its 
u rgency . To separate m e m b e r s of a 
c o m m u n i t y into those who do and 
those w h o do not consc ien t ious ly 
object to bear ing a rms is an at t i tude, 
wh ich to me, seems i m p o s s i b l e . H o w 
can a C h u r c h honour its respons ib i l i ty 
to all i t smember s if seme are fighting, 
and some are in pr ison because they 
wi l l not fight, in carnal warfare? M o r e ­
over , it is un th inkable that the teach-
ing of the L o r d and of the Ho ly 
Sp i r i t should p roduce such d ivergen t 
resul t s . T h e r e is no uni ty of the 
faith in it, but a disuni ty wh ich , if 
cont inued , will be ut terly d i sas t rous . 

W h a t saith S c r i p t u r e ? H a v e we 
not sufficient to gu ide us in this 
m a t t e r ? L e t us hear the prophet 
first. ' H e shall j udge among the 
na t ions , and shall rebuke many 
p e o p l e ; and they shall beat their 
swords into p lowshares and their 
spears into pruning h o o k s ; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any m o r e . ' 

T h e value of that is not so much 
that it is p r o p h e t i c , bu t that it is a 
revelat ion of the divine wi l l . It is 
what G o d aims to br ing about. To 
carry it out, says the prophet , is to 
' w a l k in the l ight of the L o r d . ' 

P a p e r r e a d t o N o t t i n g h a m D i s t r i c t C h u r c h e s 

o f C h r i s t C o n f e r e n c e b y B r o . W a l t e r B a r k e r ,

o f H e a n o r ,

So i t i s , that when the L o r d came 

to usher in the new age , He said : ' If 

my k i n g d o m were of this wor ld , then 

wou ld my servants f ight , t h a c l should 

not be delivered to the J e w s . ' 
As the L o r d then stood before 

P i l a t e , every good cause for wh ich 
man might go to war , then, now, or 
a t any t ime, was on v i ew . T h e d e s -
t iny of the L o r d ' s own people and 
count ry were invo lved in His death, 
and He knew it. T h e power was 
there to save both H i m s e l f and His 
coun t ry , but He could not use that 
p o w e r w i t h o u t d e n y i n g truth to which 
He was then bear ing tes t imony . T h e 
innocence of the child was there, and 
h u m a n helplessness in face of a cruel 
despo t i sm. T r u t h was being assailed 
and jus t ice del iberate ly denied. T h i n g s 
were being done to make the ' b lood 
b o i l ' of any decent , honest m a n ; but 
w h e n one man , earl ier , wou ld have 
taken his sword in defence of Hi s 
L o r d and His cause he was bidden to 
put it away. 

Y o u know the p r e - eminence the 
L o r d claims for H imse l f : if a man 
love father or mother , son or d a u g h -
ter ' more than me, he is not wor thy 
of me . ' T h a t claim lies here . , If 
yve cannot fight for H im w h o is p re -
eminent , we may not fight for what 
is l o w e r : for wife or ch i ldren , king or 
coun t ry . 

To those w h o plead the re l ig ious 
duty of obed ience , in war , to higher 
p o w e r s , we r e p l y : there are no higher 
power s than H i s . He has, and must 
have , the p r e - eminence over all, and 
for H i m His servants may not fight. 

War is utterly opposed to the spirit 
of Christ. Y o u can imag ine , wi thout 
dis t ress , the L o r d mak ing boots and 
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shoes for mens w o m e n and ch i ldren , 
and going at the end of the week to 
draw His w a g e s ; you can see H i m as 
a doctor car ing for the s i ck ; or a 
teacher g iv ing inst ruct ion; or a farm 
labourer , caring for catt le, sowing 
seed, and p rov id ing food for m a n ; 
but your mind wi l l not a l low you to 
think of H i m (who came to give life, 
and that more abundan t ly ) with a 
b o m b in. His hand to drop on the 
humani ty He came to r edeem. N o r 
can you see Him d igg ing a t rench in 
which to shield His body from harm, 
or wear ing a gas m a s k ; or even hand-
ing them out for others to wear . N o r 
can we see the Apos t l e s doing any of 
these th ings . 

Paul s a y s — w i t h a man of war , a 
soldier , chained to his s ide , g iv ing 
point to his w o r d s : we w r e s t l e — w e 
fight—not as this man fights, against 
flesh and b lood ; but against man ' s 
real enemies , against pr incipal i t ies 
and power s , against rulers of the 
darkness of this wor ld , against 
spir i tual w ickedness in high p laces . 

Bu t test war not by faith only, but 
by reason, c o m m o n s e n s e , and we 
know it to be a cruel and barbarous 
w a y of t ry ing to settle a d i spu te . It 
des t roys , by phys ica l combat , hun-
dreds of thousands of l i ves—not of 
old peop le , but of the very best of 
the youth of the count ry . F u t u r e 
war wil l not only destroy comba tan t s , 
but hundreds of thousands more of 
lives of men, w o m e n , and chi ldren in 
their own homes . 

War is a lie. It offers securi ty but 
g ives none. T h o s e w h o r e m e m b e r 
1 9 1 4 - 1 8 saw the Allied Powers out to 
des t roy the e n e m y — t o the last man, 
if necessary . Mi l i t a r i sm must be 
crushed once for all, they said. As 
though belief in force can be de s -
t royed by force. T h e war over , the 
same p o w e r s , in their own in teres ts , 
were compe l l ed to make even more 
pro longed efforts than in war to set 
the vanqu i shed on his feet aga in . 
After that, came from the enemy 
their demand f o r ' s e c u r i t y , ' a n d the 
prepara t ion of a rms . N o w , twenty 
years after that war ended , v ic tory 
has changed hands and has gone to 

the v a n q u i s h e d . Mi l i t a r i sm, instead 
of being crushed, is t r iumphan t , and 
we see ourse lves a rming more fiercely 
than ever , in fear of the aggress ion of 
a power this nation first sought to 
des t roy and then helped to set upon 
its feet. T h a t is not secur i ty . It is 
sheer lunacy , and C h r i s t i a n s — w h o s e 
rel igion is intel l igent or it is nothing 
— m u s t keep out of it. 

I have referred to the condemnat ion 
passed on the J e w s for their inabi l i ty 
to read the signs of their t imes. And 
G o d ' s j u d g m e n t wi l l fall upon us and 
our ch i ld ren—and it will be dese rved 
— i f we fail to read the signs of these 
days wi th respect to war . T h e crisis 
of last S e p t e m b e r p rov ided obv ious 
object lessons for our learn ing . 

it was abundan t ly clear at the t ime 
—and subsequent events have gone 
to prove it—that i t was the u n p r e -
pared state of the c o m m o n people for 
war which kept the peace . T h e peace 
w h i c h fol lowed has shown us the 
G o v e r n m e n t of this country w o r k i n g 
at full pressure to remove this state of 
u n p r e p a r e d n e s s , not only by p rov id ing 
more and more a rms ,bu t by its A . R . P . 
p ropaganda seeking to allay the fears 
of the people of the consequences to 
them of war when it comes .* 

In success ive i s sues , over a long 
per iod , the Christian Advocate pr inted 
a declarat ion of Sir E d w a r d G r e y — 
w h o was in a posi t ion to k n o w — t h a t 
to prepare for war made war inevi t -
ab le . T h a t we bel ieve to be true, and 
we be l i eve it to be also true that to 
prepare for the consequences of war 
will help to br ing those consequences 
just as inevi tab ly upon us . What 
answer should the C h u r c h give to 
such p ropaganda ? Shou ld she fall 
into the trap p repa red , and encourage 
her m e m b e r s to become part ies to 
this work of get t ing ready the minds 
of the people for death and de s t ruc -
tion ? 

R e a d e r s w i l l u n d e r s t a n d t h i s p a p e r w a s
w r i t t e n b e f o r e A p r i l , w h e n i t w a s r e a d i n 
C o n f e r e n c e . W h a t h a s n o w o c c u r r e d g i v e s 
p o i n t t o w h a t i s h e r e c o n t e n d e d . I n t h e 
c r i s i s o f 1 9 3 8 , t h e n a t i o n w a s n o t r e a d y for 
w a r , n o w , s a y s t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r , ' t h e 
n a t i o n i s p r e p a r e d ' — a n d w a r h a s c o m e . 

W . 8 
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Wi th last S e p t e m b e r ' s crisis and 
its lessons in mind , I unhes i ta t ing ly 
affirm that if Chr i s t i ans would reso-
lutely refuse to at tempt to save them-
selves and others by the means p ro -
v ided , war would be made i m p o s s i b l e . 
We need someth ing of the spiri t of 
the young men of Da n i e l ' s p r o p h e c y : 
' O u r G o d , w h o m we serve , i s able to 
de l iver us, and He wil l de l iver us 

but if not, be it k n o w n , we 
will not s e r v e ' this God of War . 

W h a t were the forces that b rough t 
such relief in that cri t ical week ? Was 
it the threat by the Al l ies of uni ted 
action in war , as some declare ? Was 
it the will for peace unmis t akeab ly 
manifested here, and—as M r . C h a m -
berlain sa id—in every part of the 
wor ld ? Or was it that some shaft of 
l ight from the throne of heaven 
p ie rced , unpe rce ived , the obsess ion 
of van i ty and lust for power of one 
m a n ? 

Only the finger of G o d himself can 
record the true history of that t ime . 
Bu t of this , I am conv inced , that the 
ou tpour ing of the human spirit then 
b rough t about a condi t ion someth ing 
like that which God d e m a n d s from 
us . G o o d men and w o m e n , wi th 
men and w o m e n not so good, were 
d r a w n into a c o m m u n i t y of need 
wh ich they felt could not be met, 
save by some act of d iv ine in te rven-
tion, and into pray they fell. T h e r e 
was no organisa t ion — n o n e was 
deeded—the way to the throne of 
G o d is direct , and that was the way 
takeh. 

D id G o d hear ? T h e A r c h b i s h o p 
of C a n t e r b u r y , b roadcas t ing the same 
night , said that as they came out of 
the House of C o m m o n s there were 
those w h o remarked t o h i m : ' T h i s 
is the hand of G o d . ' He himsel f 
c la imed it as an answer to p rayer . 

Was it an answer to prayer ? M a n y 
would scoff at such an exp lana t ion— 
but those who are here ought not to 
scoff. M a y 1 r emind you of one of 
the most remarkab le ut terances of the 
Lord ? Refer r ing to the des t ruct ion 
of J e r u s a l e m , and the d i sc ip le s ' 
escape therefrom, He said, ' P r a y that 
your flight be not in win te r . ' If that 

means any th ing at all, i t means that 
the coming desolat ion was inev i tab le , 
but, by prayer , Chr i s t i ans might 
change the t ime of its coming , to 
their benefit. 

War-is not inev i tab le . It is against 
G o d ' s wi l l , and cannot be inev i tab le . 
G iven the right att i tude of faith and 
trusr, i t may be p reven ted . T h e wi l l 
of God is not stat ic, but ope ra t ive . 
T h e wil l of God for m a n — a s man i -
fested by the L o r d in His works of 
compass ion , in the identification of 
H i m s e l f with human n e e d — w a s not 
just t empora ry . T h e p rov idence cf 
G o d is—it mubt be—as real and as 
avai lable for to-day and its needs as 
i t ever was in the w o r l d ' s his tory. 
G o d ' s wi l l for war .is that it shall 
cease for ever . Tha t is pos i t ive . L e t 
that trust in God which man exerted 
for a m o m e n t — d u r i n g a period of 
acute mental and spir i tual c r i s i s— 
become the pe rmanen t state of heart 
and mind of all Ch r i s t i an s , as it 
should be, and the very gates of the 
k ingdom of heaven wi l l be thrown 
wide open before our eyes . 

T h e att i tude of the C h u r c h for 
wh ich I p lead, is that she will seek 

" first the r igh teousness of the k ing-
dom of heaven , leaving the other 
things to be added unto her, as 
D i v i n e l y p romised . w . B A R K E R .

A Methodist Minister on 
Design of Baptism. 

R E P E N T A N C E means that I show 
my shame in resolute action towards 
becoming the opposi te of what I was 
in the days of rebel l ion. T h a t 
expla ins the invar iab le associat ion in 
the N e w T e s t a m e n t of repentance 
wi th bap t i sm. T h a t s imp le s y m -
bol i sm meant that the man ' s sins were 
carried down the r iver into the sea, 
where they were lost for e v e r : and he 
emerged from the water wi th his past 
repudia ted and cast away , to live a 
new kind of life under a fresh 
domin ion . 

'Rev . ' Joe Brice M.A. 
in Joyful Nexos, 
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Sincerity Seeking the Way to Heaven, 
B Y B E N J A M I N F R A N K L I N . 

(continued). 

I F T H E reader doubts that S I N C E R I T Y 
was conver ted accord ing to the 
S c r i p t u r e s , let h im read the fo l lowing 
list, conta ining the L o r d ' s own 
account of the pr inc ipa l cases of 
convers ion under the Apos t les and 
Evange l i s t s recorded in the sacred 
wr i t i ngs , from the ascension of Chr is t 
f o r w a r d : — 

' W h e n they heard this (Peter ' s 
d i scour se ) , they were pr icked in their 
hear ts , and said unto Peter and the 
rest of the A p o s t l e s , M e n and bre thren , 
what shall we d o ? T h e n Peter said 
unto them, R e p e n t and be baptized 
every one of you , in the name of 
J e s u s Chr is t , for the remiss ion of s ins , 
and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghos t . For the promise is unto 
you and your ch i ld ren , and to all that 
are' afar off, even as many as the L o r d 
our God shall call . And wi th many 
other words did he testify and exhort , 
s ay ing , Save you r se lve s from this 
un toward genera t ion . T h e n they that 
gladly received his word were b a p -
t ized; and the same day there were 
added unto them about three thousand 
souls . ' - (Acts ii. 3 7 - 4 1 . ) 

' R e p e n t ye , therefore , and be con-
ver ted , that your sins may be blotted 
out, .when the t ime of refreshing shall 
come from the p resence of the L o r d . ' 
— (Acts ii i . 1 9 ) . 

' T h e n Phi l ip went down to the city 
of Samar i a , and„preached Chr is t unto 
them. And the people with one 
accord , gave heed unto those things 
wh ich Ph i l i p s p a k e / A e a r i n g and 
seeing the mirac les wh ich he did. 
F o r unc lean spi r i t s , c ry ing wi th a 
loud vo i ce , came out of many that 
were possessed of them; and many 
taken with pals ies , and that were l ame , 
were healed. And there was great 
j o y in that ci ty . . . B u t w h e n 
they bel ieved Ph i l i p , p reach ing the 
th ings concern ing the k i n g d o m of 

God and the name of J e s u s Chr is t , 
they were bapt ized , both men and 
w o m e n . T h e n S i m o n h i m s e l f 
bel ieved a l so ; and w h e n . h e was b a p -
tized, he cont inued wi th Ph i l i p , and 
w o n d e r e d , beho ld ing the mirac les ana 
s igns which were done . ' (Acts v i i i . 
5 - 1 3 ) - , 

' A n d the angel of the L o r d spake 
unto Ph i l i p , saying , A r i s e , go toward 
the south, unto the w a y that goeth 
d o w n from J e r u s a l e m unto Gaza , 
w h i c h is desert . And he arose and 
w e n t ; and behold a man of E th iop ia , 
a Eunuch , of great authori ty under 
C a n d a c e , Queen of the E t h i o p i a n s , 
w h o had the charge of all her t reasure , 
and had come to J e r u s a l e m to w o r s h i p , 
was re turn ing , and sitt ing in his 
chariot read Esa ias the P rophe t . 
T h e n the Spi r i t said unto Ph i l i p , Go 
near and jo in thyself to this chariot . 
And Phi l ip ran thither to him, and 
heard him read the P rophe t E s a i a s , 
and said, U n d e r s t a n d e s t thou what 
thou r eades t ? A n d he said, H o w can 
I , except some man should guide m e ? 
And he desired Phi l ip that he would 
come up and sit wi th him. T h e place 
of the Sc r ip tu re which he read was 
th is : He was led as a sheep to the 
s l augh t e r ; and like a l amb d u m b 
before the shearer , FO opened he not 
his mou th ; in bis humi l ia t ion his 
j u d g m e n t was taken a w a y ; and who 
shall declare his generat ion ? for his 
life is taken from the earth. And the 
E u n u c h answered Phi l ip and said, I 
pray thee, of w h o m speakest the 
Prophe t th i s? of h imsel f or of some 
other m a n ? T h e n Phi l ip opened his 
mouth , and began at the same S c r i p -
ture , and preached unto him J e s u s . 
A n d as they went on their w a y , they 
came unto a ceriain wate r ; and the 
E u n u c h said, See , here i s wate r ; wha t 
doth hinder me to be baptized ? And 
P h i l i p said, If thou beheves t with all 
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thine heart , thou mayes t . A n d he 
answered and said, I be l ieve that 
J e s u s C h r i s t i s the S o n of G o d . A n d 
he c o m m a n d e d the char iot to stand 
still , and they went down into the 
water , both P h i l i p and the E u n u c h , 
and he bapt ized him. And when they 
were come out of the wa te r , the Sp i r i t 
of the L o r d caught away P h i l i p , tha t 
the E u n u c h saw him no m o r e ; and 
he wen t on his w a y r e jo i c ing . ' — 
(Acts viii . 26-39) . 

'Whi l e Peter yet spake these w o r d s 
the H o l y G h o s t fell on all them w h o 
heard the w o r d , and they of the 
c i r cumc i s ion , w h o be l i eved , were 
as ton i shed , as many as came wi th 
Pe te r , because that on the G e n t i l e s 
also was poured out the gift of the 
H o l y G h o s t ; for they heard them 
speak wi th tongues , and magnify G o d . 
T h e n answered Pe te r , can any man 
forbid water , that these should not be 
bapt ized w h o have rece ived the H o l y 
G h o s t as wel l as w e ? And he 
c o m m a n d e d them to be bapt ized in 
the n a m e of the L o r d . ' — ( A c t s x. 
44-48) . 

' A n d a certain w o m a n named L y d i a , 
a sel ler of p u r p l e , of the ci ty of 
T h y a t i r a , w h o w o r s h i p p e d G o d , heard 
u s ; w h o s e heart the L o r d opened , that 
she a t tended unto the th ings that were 
spoken of P a u l . A n d when she was 
bap t ized , and her househo ld , she 
besough t us , s ay ing , i f ye have j u d g e d 
me to be faithful to the L o r d , come 
into my house and abide t he re . '— 
(Acts xvi. 1 3 - 1 5 ) . 

' A n d a t m i d n i g h t Pau l and Si las 
p r a y e d , and sang praises unto G o d ; 
and the p r i soners heard them. A n d 
s u d d e n l y there was a great e a r t h q u a k e , 
so that the foundat ions of the pr i son 
were s h a k e n ; and i m m e d i a t e l y all the 
doors were opened , and e v e r y o n e ' s 
bands were loosed. And the keepe r 
of the pr ison awak ing out of his s l eep , 
and seeing the pr ison doors open , he 
drew out his s w o r d , and wou ld have 
ki l led himself, s u p p o s i n g that the 
p r i soners had been f led. B u t Pau l 
cried out wi th a loud vo ice , do thyself 
no h a r m , for we are all here . T h e n 
he called for a l ight , and sprang in, 
a n d came t r emb l ing and fell before 

Pau l and S i l a s , and b rough t them out , 
and said, S i r s , wha t must 1 do to be 
s a v e d ? A n d they said, Be l i eve on 
the L o r d J e s u s , and thou shalt be 
saved , and thy house . A n d t h e y s p a k e 
unto (him the word of the L o r d , and 
to all that were in his house . And he 
took them the same hour of that n ight , 
and washed" their s t r i p e s ; and was 
bapt ized , he, and all h is , s t r a igh tway . 
A n d w h e n he had b rough t them into 
his house , he set meat before them 
and rejoiced, be l i ev ing in G o d wi th 
all his house. ' — (Acts xvi . 2 5 - 3 4 ) . 
. ' A n d it came to pass , that whi le 
A p o l l o s was a t Cor in th , P a u l , hav ing 
passed th rough the upper coas ts , came 
to E p h e s u s ; and f inding certain 
d i sc ip l e s , he said unto them, H a v e ye 
rece ived the Ho ly G h o s t s ince ye 
b e l i e v e d ? A n d they said unto h im, 
We have not so m u c h as heard 
whe the r there be any Ho ly G h o s t . 
A n d he said un to them, U n t o wha t , 
then, were ye b a p t i z e d ? And they 
said, unto J o h n ' s bap t i sm. T h e n said 
P a u l , J o h n ve r i ly bapt ized with the 
bap t i sm of repen tance , say ing unto 
the people , that they should bel ieve 
on H i m wh ich should come after H i m : 
that is , on Chr i s t J e s u s . W h e n they 
heard this , they were bapt ized in the 
name of the L o r d J e s u s . ' — ( A c t s x i x . 
i-5)-

' A n d it came to pass , that as I m a d e 
my j o u r n e y , and was come nigh unto 
D a m a s c u s , about noon, s u d d e n l y 
there shone from heaven a great l ight 
round about me . A n d I fell unto the 
g r o u n d , and heard a vo ice saying unto 
me, S a u l , S a u l , w h y persecutes t thou 
M e ? A n d I an swered , W h o art thou, 
L o r d ? A n d he said unto me , I am 
J e s u s of N a z a r e t h , w h o m thou 
persecutes t . And they that were wi th 
me saw indeed the l ight , and were 
af ra id ; but they heard not the voice 
of H i m that spake to me . And I said, 
W h a t shall I do , L o r d ? And the 
L o r d said un to me , A r i s e , and go into 
D a m a s c u s ? and there it shall be told 
thee of all things w h i c h are appoin ted 
for thee to do . And w h e n I could 
not see for the g lory of that l ight , 
be ing led by the hand of them that 
were wi th me, I came into D a m a s c u s , 
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And one A n a n i a s , a devout man 
accord ing to the' law, hav ing a good 
report of all the J e w s that dwel l there , 
came unto me, and stood, and said 
unto me, Bro the r Sau l , receive thy 
s i g h t . A n d the same hour I
looked upon h im. And he said, T h e 
Gcd of our faihers hath chosen thee , 
that thou shculd ' s t know His wi l l , and 
see that J u s t One, and should ' s t hear 
the voice of His m o u t h ; for thou shalt 
be His wi tness unto all men, of wha t 
thou hast seen and heard . And now 
w h y tarriest t hou? Ar i se and be 
bapt ized , and wash away thy sins, , 
cal l ing on the name of the L o r d . ' — 
(Acts xxii. 6-16). 

(To be continued). 

Bible Readings. 
OLD T E S T A M E N T . 

Proverbs
2

Can there  be  anyth ing  more
mere desi rable or essential 
than wisdom

 T h e very 
ant i thesis of w i s d o m is to run in the 
way of evil men and emulate their 
deeds . T h e fear of the L o r d , and 
an unde r s t and ing of the mind of G o d , 
wou ld save from these deg rad ing

 

depths of folly. T h e .way of evil 
may be more a l lur ing , but to walk in 
integr i ty , hav ing learned the w a y of 
the L o r d more perfect ly , wil l br ing 
b less ing and peace , even amid the 
tu rmoi l s of the u n g o d l y . 

Prov 
3:1-20;

T h e final result of certain 
sins i s A t h e des t ruct ion of 

life, and if we could fully 
trace all sins to their conc lus ion , we 
should p robab ly find that the effect 
of A L L sin is 10 curtai l and dest roy 
life. So the wri ter lirik's together 
the keeping of G o d ' s c o m m a n d s 
wi ih length of days and peaceful 
years of life. To a c k n o w l e d g e G o d 
is to walk in the way of His c o m m a n d -
ments , for He w h o founded the earth 
and establ ished the heavens by His 
w i s d o m will not err in the di rect ions 
w h i c h He has g iven for the welfare 
pf men . 

1 5 5 

P r o v iii Wisdom and discre t ion are 
21-35 i nd i s so lub ly l inked. It is 

 imposs ib l e t o be discreet 
w i t h o u t w i s d r m to make ihis poss ib le . 
So shall these v i r tues guard us from  
evil whe the r awake or as leep . T h e 
goodness of G o d , despi te all our 
u n w o r t h i n e s s , should make us ready 
to help those who may be in need, 
and s low to raise s tr i fe; also fearful 
of be ing jo ined to those w h o inhabi t 
the house of the w i c k e d , and the 
scorners of goodness and of G o d . 

P r o  v i v T h e  l a s t  w o r d s o f D a v i d , 
1-19 quoted 2 S a m u e l x x i i i . 

1-7, run along the • same 
line as those uttered here by his 
i l lus t r ious son, who now conveys 
them to his sons . A c k n o w l e d g i n g 
the beauty and truth of his father's 
ins t ruc t ions , he endeavours to impress 
them on the y o u n g e r genera t ion. Y e t 
how far did S o l o m o n fall away in 
pract ice frcm the high mora l max im 
which he here incu lca tes . Mora l 
ins t ruct ion is of little avail if pract ice 
is wan t ing , and this is well i l lustrated 
in the folly of S o l o m o n ' s son, R e h o -
b o a m . 

P r o v i v
2 0 - 2 7

 In Sc r ip tu r e , 
it is used metaphor ica l ly as the centre 
of the affections and the seat of the 
wi l l . T h e Sav iou r used the word in 
tha t sense in M a t t h e w x v . 18-19. To 
'guard the heart ' is therefore to see 
that evil thoughts , intents , dev ices , and 
habi ts , do not find lodgment there, and 
if we give heed to the injunct ion, we 
shall be able to walk, breast forward , 
in the path of duty and of peace . 

' T u r n i n g to the left or r ight , ' 
we re terms to denote depar ture from 
the L a w of G o d . (See Deut . v . 3 2 ; 
xxvi i i . 14 ; and Joshua i. 7).

NEW T E S T A M E N T . 

M a t t v
33-48

hence the necess i ty for undue 
emphas i s on any asser t ions made , 

The heart is an organ of the body
just as is the ear or foot

The practice of swearing usually 
arises from a debased view of 
truthfullness



156 T H E S C R I P T U R E S T A N D A R D 

T h e J e w s considered that they avo ided 
perjury if they did not use the r a m e 
of God by wh ich to swear . J e s u s 
s h e w s ihat a false oath taken by 
heaven , by ear th , or by J e r u s a l e m is 
equa l ly a profanation of G o d ' s name. 

T h e law of retaliation is often 
u n w i t t i n g l y dr iven into the minds of 
ch i ld ren , so that the w r o n g n c s s of it 
i s hardly apprec ia ted . T h e S a v i o u r 
shews a more exce l len t w a y . 

The Law did not say ' L o v e thy 
ne ighbour and hate thine e n e m y . ' 
T h e latter part of the phrase had 
th rough w r o n g teaching come to be a 
necessary inference. H o w far we 
fall short of the goodness of G o d 
can only be real ized when we think 
of the pa t ience , the tenderness and 
love of God for the unjust as wel l as 
the jus t S o n s h i p mus t be real ised 
here be low in godly deeds . 

M a t t v i
1-13

Hypocrites, p l ay -ac to r s , are 
those w h o s e act ions are not 

the true reflection of their 
though t s , whose piety is external and 
unreal . Aga ins t these, the S a v i o u r 
ut tered his most severe reproofs . 
T h e inner c h a m b e r — n o t the publ ic 
s t reet—is the place of approach to 
G o d , yet ihat need not h inder us 
from pray ing e v e r y w h e r e . P r a y e r 
should be s imple , direct , brief. T h e 
w o r d s : 'after this manne r , ' p rec ludes 
the idea that ibis model p raye r was 
in tended to be used ' p a r r o t - l i k e ' on 
all o c c a s i o n s . After the k i n g d o m of 
our L o r d and S a v i o u r was es tab l i shed , 
there was no need to pray for its 
coming . T h e other pet i t ions were 
for the d isc ip les of that t ime , and 
not for later ages . It contains only 
a human standard of fo rg iveness , 
whi le Paul enjoins on Chr i s t i ans a 
d iv ine s tandard . (Eph iv. 3 2 ) . 

M a t t v i
19-34

The temporary nature o f 
' all earthly th ings , t reasures , 

and even life itself, makes it 
certain that the pu i su i t s that absorb 
mankind are of much less impor t -
ance th in men usual ly attach to them. 
It is 01 ly as v iewed in the l ight of 

e te rn i ty that a true pe r spec t ive of life 
i s , a | t a i n e d , and a real izat ion of the 
eorr ipara t ive ly wor th less character of 
those th ings to w h i c h men bend all 
their energ ies to the exc lus ion of 
a l l eg iance to God If m a m m o n is 
the chief end of ex i s t ence , there can 
be no true serv ice of G o d . T h e word 
' t h o u g h t ' fo rmer ly bore the idea of 
' w o r r y . ' T h e S a v i o u r ' s mean ing i s 
' D o not w o r r y ' as to your l ife, or food 
or ra iment . ' T h e t roubles that never 
come make the most g rey ha i r ; and 
backs are bent by loads they never 
bear . ' T h e S a v i o u r s ays , ' A v o i d that . ' 

T h e S a v i o u r here does 
M a t t . v i i . not ban all j u d g m e n t of 

men and their t each ings , 
for in verses 15-19, he poin ts out the 
necessi ty of j u d g m e n t and g ives 
specific rules for forming j u d g m e n t . 
Wha t is denounced is hypoc r i t i ca l , or 
b l ind , j u d g m e n t that condemns others 
for sins p reva len t in our own l ives . 

T h i s wonder fu l se rmon closes with 
an admoni t ion against s imply hear ing 
the w o r d s of the S a v i o u r and neg-
lec t ing to obey them. D i s a s t e r 
lies that w a y , and the reminder is 
m u c h needed even to-day 

L e p r o s y was a disease 
M a t t . v i i i . so contagious that those 

w h o contrac ted i t were 
ban ished from civi l ised socie ty . No 
one would talk wi th a leper excep t 
at a d i s tance . T h e loving s y m p a t h y 
of the S a v i o u r is seen in that he 
touched h im. T h e leper had a 
wonder fu l faith in the p o w e r of J e s u s . 
He had never seen H i m cleanse a 
l e p e r ; yet he felt assured not only 
that J e s u s could , but wou ld , heal 
h im. T h e law was still in force," and 
J e s u s sent him to the Priest . He was 
the only person w h o could certify 
that he was cleansed and fit to ming le 
once more wi th his fellow men . (See 
L e v . x iv . ) T h e ceremony for res tor-
ation is full of interest for those who 
have been cleansed by J e s u s from 
worse t h a n l ep rosy . j . S C O U L L E R . 
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Nyasaland. 
O N A u g u s t 1 8 t h , B r o . R o n a l d s e n t a v e r y 

i n t e r e s t i n g r e p o r t o f t h e p r o g r e s s o f t h e 

w o r k . O n J u l y 2 n d , e i g h t w e r e b a p t i s e d a t 

T h o n d w e , w h e n B r o . R a b s o n , o f N c h e u 

C h u r c h c o n d u c t e d t h e s e r v i c e b e f o r e t w o 

h u n d r e d a n d t h i r t y p e r s o n s . O n J u l y i 6 t h , 

s i x w e r e b a p t i s e d a t C h i p o o l a , w h e n B r o . 

R o n a l d c o n d u c t e d t h e s e r v i c e b e f o r e o n e 

h u n d r e d a n d e i g h t y p e o p l e . 

O n J u l y 2 2 n d , B r e n . R o n a l d a n d H e t h e r - . 

w i c k v i s i t e d t h e b r e t h r e n a t M l a n j e , 

T h a n g u z i C h u r c h , a n d h e l d t h e f i r s t m e e t i n g 

a t t h e s t r e a m , w h e r e f i v e w e r e b a p t i s e d , 

B r o . H e t h e r w i c k c o n d u c t i n g t h e s e r v i c e a t 

w h i c h t h e r e w e r e o n e h u n d r e d a n d s i x t y -

e i g h t p e r s o n s . B r o . R o n a l d c o n d u c t e d t h e 

B r e a k i n g o f B r e a d m e e t i n g . O n t h e 

M o n d a y , B r o . H e t h e r w i c k r e t u r n e d t o 

N a m i w a w a , i n t e n d i n g t o m e e t m e a t G u l i d i , 

C h i r a d z u l o D i s t r i c t O n T u e s d a y , I left 

T h a n g u z i t o g o t o N k h o n j e n i w i t h a n e l d e r 

f r o m t h e r e w h o c a m e t o m e e t m e a t 

T h a n g u z i . W e r e a c h e d o u r d e s t i n a t i o n , 

N k h o n j e n i , b y t h e e v e n i n g . O n T h u r s d a y 

e v e n i n g , I m e t t h e b r e t h r e n . M a n y q u e s t i o n s 

c o n c e r n i n g t h e ' W a t c h T o w e r ' p e o p l e w e r e 

p u t t o m e a n d I w a s v e r y p l e a s e d t o a n s w e r 

t h e m . T h e n e x t d a y , F r i d a y , s e v e n w e r e 

b a p t i z e d i n t h e s t r e a m w h e r e I c o n d u c t e d 

t h e m e e t i n g , p r e a c h i n g f r o m : ' t h e t i m e i s a t 

h a n d , r e p e n t y e a n d b e l i e v e t h e g o s p e l . ' 

A f t e r t h e b a p t i s m , w e h a d a n o t h e r m e e t i n g 

a t t h e p r a y e r h o u s e , a t 2 p m . , w h e n I s p o k e 

f r o m : ' w h e r e b y a r e g i v e n u n t o u s e x c e e d i n g 

g r e a t a n d p r e c i o u s p r o m i s e s . ' W h e n t h e 

b r e t h r e n h e a r d t h a t t o - m o r r o w , S a t u r d a y , I 

w a s p r e p a r i n g t o g o t o a n o t h e r C h u r c h , t h e y 

a s k e d m e t o l o d g e t h e r e u n t i l S u n d a y . I

b e g g e d t h e m t o a l l o w m e t o g o a n d k e e p m y 

p r e v i o u s p r o m i s e t o o p e n a p r a y e r h o u s e a t 

G u l i d i o n J u l y 3 0 t h , a n d I w o u l d c o m e t o /

t h e m a g a i n , G o d w i l l i n g . T h e b r e t h r e n /

a g r e e d , a n d o n S a t u r d a y , I left N k h o n j e n i 

for T h a n g u z i . O n t h e S u n d a y m o r n i n g , I 

left t h i s p l a c e a b o u t 7 a . m . , a n d w a l k e d a t 

ful l s p e e d t o g e t t o t h e m e e t i n g a t G u l i d i , 

w h e r e I a r r i v e d a b o u t n a . m . I 

f o u n d t h a t B r o . H e t h e r w i c k h i d a r r i v e d t h e 

S a t u r d a y b e f o r e . B r o . H e t h e r w i c k b a p t i s e d 

t w o , a n d I r e s t e d fo r an h o u r . At 1 p . m . , I 

a d d r e s s e d t h e m e e t i n g o n : ' W h e r e f o r e s e e i n g 

w e a l s o a r e c o m p a s s e d a b o u t w i t h s o g r e a t a 

c l o u d o f w i t n e s s e s . ' W e k e p t t h e F e a s t . 

W e a r r i v e d h o m e o n J u l y 3 1 s t , s i n c e w h e n I 

h a v e b e e n i n b e d w i t h f e v e r a n d h e a d a c h e . 

I h a v e p r e p a r e d t o b e o u t o f t h e d i s t r i c t 

o n A u g u s t 3 1 s t , V i s i t i n g s t a t i o n s i n t h e 

n o r t h e r n p r o v i n c e . T h i s w i l l b e a l o n g 

j o u r n e y , for I h o p e t o v i s i t M a l i m b a , K o t a -

K o t a , D o w a , K a b r u n g u t i , a f te r w h i c h I w i l l 

r e t u r n t o L i l o n g w e . D u r i n g t h i s v i s i t , I 

w i l l a l s o s'ee t h e C h i e f s a n d t h e N a t i v e 

A u t h o r i t y a n d a r r a n g e w i t h t h e m a b o u t 

s c h o o l s 

R e a d e r s of t h e Scripture Standard w i l l 

a p p r e c i a t e t h a t c o n s i d e r a b l e w o r k i s b e i n g 

c a r r i e d o n i n N y a s a l a n d . w . M . KEMPSTER. 

Would any reader care to 
help? 

A Y E A R a g o , I s ta r ted a b o y s ' B i b l e C l a s s , 

w h i c h m e e t s e v e r y L o r d ' s D a y . E i g h t o r 

n i n e a t t e n d , v a r y i n g i n a g e f r o m e l e v e n t o 

t h i r t e e n . O n e b o y , w h o h a d a t t e n d e d 

r e g u l a r l y a n d s h o w e d p r o m i s e , a g o o d 

r e a d e r , i n t e l l i g e n t , a n d k e e n , s u d d e n l y 

c e a s e d t o a t t e n d . I f o u n d t h e r e w e r e t w o 

r e a s o n s H e w a s h a v i n g t o d e l i v e r p a p e r s 

o n a L o r d ' s D a y m o r n i n g , a n d h i s c l o t h e s 

w e r e t o o s h a b b y t o c o m e in , a n d h e w a s v e r y 

c o n s c i o u s o f t h i s . H e w a s d e l i v e r i n g p a p e r s 

t o h e l p t o m a k e e n d s m e e t a t h o m e . F o u r 

i n f a m i l y , t o t a l w e e k l y i n c o m e , t w e n t y - n i n e ' 

s h i l l i n g s ; r e n t , s e v e n t e e n s h i l l i n g s . 

I n e x t h e a r d h e h a d w o n a p l a c e ou t o f 

t h r e e o f f e r e d a t F l e e t w o o d G r a m m a r S c h o o l , 

a n d w r o t e t o c o n g r a t u l a t e h i m . H e c a m e 

t o s e e m e t o s a y h e c o u l d n o t g o , a s i t w a s 

i m p o s s i b l e t o f ind t h e m o n e y t o fit h i m u p 

w i t h c l o t h e s , f o o t w e a r , e t c . , n e e d e d . H e 

w a s i n t e a r s , a n d t h e w r i t e r , t o o . 

H o w e v e r , I t o o k t h e r i sk , a n d h a v e 

f i t t ed h i  m u p f r o m h e a d t o foo t , a n d l a s t 

L o r d ' s D a y , h e w a s a  t t h e c l a s s i n h i g  h 

s p i r i t s . H i s f a t h e r h a d b e e n m o r e o r l e s s 

u n e m p l o y e d f o r m o n t h s , b u t h a s p r o m i s e d 

t o t r y a n d r e p a y w h a t h a s b e e n , a n d w i l l 

b e d o n e . 

 H e l p w i l l b e n e e d e d for s o m e t i m e

 

, a n d 

i f  a n y r e a d e r w i l l g i v e a h e l p i n

 

g h a n d I 

s h a l l b e v e r y g l a d , a n d w i l l see  e v e r y 

p e  n  n  y i  s c  a  r  e  f  u  l  l  y s  p  e  n  t  . S  e  n d 
y  o  u  r g i f t , h o w e v e

 

r s m a l l , t o A L . FRITH, 1 0 

P o u l t o n S t r e e t F l e e t w o o d

 

, L a n e s . 

Conference Cancelled. 
I T w a s d e e m e d a d v i s a b l e , i n v i e w o f d i f f i -
c u l t y o f t r a n s p o r t , t o c a n c e l E a s t K i r k b y 
C o n f e r e n c e , w h i c h w a s t o h a v e b e e n h e l d o n 
S e p t e m b e r 9 t h . T h e C o m m i t t e e s i n c e r e l y 
r e g r e t a n y i n c o n v e n i e n c e c a u s e d t h e r e b y . 

' T h o u w i l t k e e p h i m i n p e r f e c t p e a c e 
w h o s e m i n d i s s t a y e d o n T h e e , b e c a u s e h e 
t r u s t e t h i n T h e e . ' ( I s a i a h x x v i . 3 ) . 

L . M O R G A N , S E C R E T A R Y . 



T H E S C R I P T U R E S T A N D A R D 

News. 
Birmingham, Summer L a n e . — W e w e r e 
m u c h e n c o u r a g e d i n o u r w o r k for t h e 

M a s t e r w h e n , a t t h e c l o s e o f o u r s e r v i c e o n 

L o r d ' s D a y , 3 r d S e p t e m b e r , M r s . M a u d 

P u g h m a d e t h e g o o d c o n f e s s i o n a f t e r h e a r i n g 

t h e G o s p e l m e s s a g e b y o u r B r o . F . T o w n l e y . 

S h e w a s b a p t i s e d a t o u r T h u r s d a y e v e n i n g 

m e e t i n g o n t h e 7 t h i n s t . , a n d t o o u r f u r t h e r 

j o y , G e o r g e G e e , a f te r w i t n e s s i n g t h e i m m e r -

s i o n , a l s o c o n f e s s e d h i s fa i th i n J e s u s a s h i s 

L o r d and S a v i o u r , and (D.V. ) i s to be b a p t i s e d 

o n L o r d ' s D a y e v e n i n g , t h e 1 0 t h i n s t S o t h e

w o r k g o e s o n , a n d s o t h e b l e s s i n g o f G o d 

a t t e n d s t h e f a i t h f u l p r o c l a m a t i o n o f t h e 

G o s p e l F . c . D A Y . 

Birmingham, Summer Lane. — I t i s w i t h 
j o y t h a t w e a r e a b l e t o r e p o r t a f u r t h e r t w o 

a d d i t i o n s . B r o . G i l b e r t J . G e e c o n f e s s e d 

C h r i s t a n d w a s b a p t i s e d o n L o r d ' s D a y 

e v e n i n g , 1 0 t h S e p t e m b e r , a n d a t t h e c l o s e 

o f t h a t s e r v i c e , h i s w i f e , a f t e r w i t n e s s i n g t h e 

i m m e r s i o n , c a m e f o r w a r d a n d m a d e t h e 

g o o d c o n f e s s i o n . S h e w a s b a p t i s e d a t o u r 

w e e k - n i g h t m e e t i n g o n T h u r s d a y , 1 4 t h 

S e p t e m b e r . W e p r a y t h a t t h e y m a y b e 

k e p t f a i t h fu l t o t h e i r b e g u n c o n f i d e n c e i n 

C h r i s t J e s u s a s L o r d . FRED C . D A Y . 

Cape Town, Loop Street .—We p r a i s e

G o d for f u r t h e r b l e s s i n g s . A t t e n d a n c e a t 

o u r B i b l e S c h o o l h a s i n c r e a s e d f r o m f i f t e e n

t o f o r t y . O p e n - a i r w o r k h a s b e e n r e s u m e d . 

O n J u l y 2 3 r d , t w o y o u n g m e n a n d o n e 

y o u n g w o m a n c o n f e s s e d t h e L o r d J e s u s a n d 

w e r e u n i t e d t o H i m i n b a p t i s m , a n d o n J u l y 

3 0 t h a n o t h e r y o u n g w o m a n t h u s p u t o n t h e 

L o r d . T h e s e w e r e f r o m t h e W y n b e r g 

A s s e m b l y . 

M i s s i o n a r i e s h a v e p a s s e d t h r o u g h C a p e 

T o w n o n t h e i r w a y t o N o r t h e r n R h o d e s i a . 

A m e e t i n g h e l d w i t h t h e m w a s m o s t e n -

c o u r a g i n g t o a l l . W e r e g r e t t h a t B r o . H . G . 

S t e v e n s , w h o w i t h u s c o n t e n d e d for t h e 

f a i t h , h a s r e t u r n e d , t o h i s h o m e l a n d , C o r n -

w a l l , E n g l a n d . • T . HARTLB.

Obituary. 
Eastwood .—After a l o n g d i s t r e s s i n g i l l n e s s , 

b o r n e w i t h p a t i e n c e a n d c a l m r e s i g n a t i o n , 

B r o . J o h n B o n s e r p a s s e d t o h i s r e s t o n L o r d ' s 

D a y , A u g u s t 2 0 t h , a g e d 5 8 y e a r s . H e w a s a 

b r o t h e r b e l o v e d . F o r f o r t y y e a r s h e was a 

m e m b e r o f t h e C h u r c h , a n d for s o m e y e a r s 

t s e r v e d a s a n e l d e r . H e w a s a c o n s i s t e n t a n d 

e x e m p l a r y C h r i s t i a n ; a n d e v e r m a n i f e s t e d t h e 

h i g h e s t c o n c e r n for t h e s p i r i t u a l w e l f a r e o f 

t h e C h u r c h . A k i n d l y , s y m p a t h e t i c d i s -

p o s i t i o n w a s m a n i f e s t i n e v e r y s p h e r e i n 

w h i c h h e s m o v e d . A m o s t d e v o t e d a n d 

g r a c i o u s h u s b a n d a n d f a t h e r , h e h a s left a 

s o r r o w i n g w i f e a n d d a u g h t e r . T h e f a m i l y 

a n d t h e C h u r c h h a v e s u f f e r e d a g r e a t l o s s , 

b u t t o h i m i t i s g a i n . A v e r y t o u c h i n g 

s e r v i c e w a s h e l d i n t h e M e e t i n g H o u s e , a t 

w h i c h B r o . W . J e p s o n m a d e s y m p a t h e t i c 

r e f e r e n c e s t o o u r d e p a r t e d b r o t h e r ' s , ' w o r k 

o f f a i t h , l a b o u r o f l o v e , a n d p a t i e n c e o f 

' h o p e , ' a n d t h e g l o r i o u s r e s u r r e c t i o n m o r n . 

A f t e r t h i s , w e p r o c e e d e d t o G r e a s l e y 

P a r i s h C h u r c h y a r d , w h e r e o u r b r o t h e r ' s 

r e m a i n s w e r e l a i d t o r e s t , t h e s e r v i c e t h e r e 

b e i n g e f f e c t i v e l y c o n d u c t e d b y B r o . S . J e p s o n , 

o f I l k e s t o n . W e p r a y for a l l t h e b e r e a v e d , 

a n d for t h o s e w h o k n e w a n d l o v e d B r o . 

B o n s e r , t h a t t h e i r t r u s t m a y b e s t r o n g i n t h e 

G o d o f a l l c o m f o r t , w h o h a s p r o m i s e d t o b e 

a H u s b a n d t o t h e w i d o w , a n d a F a t h e r t o 

t h e f a t h e r l e s s ; a n d t h a t a l l m a y r e j o i c e i n , 

a n d w a i t p a t i e n t l y for t h e c o m i n g o f t h e 

L o r d . J . T . FRETWELL. 

Birmingham, Summer L a n e . — W e h a v e 
l o s t b y d e a t h o n e o f o u r o l d e s t m e m b e r s . 

M r s . R i c h a r d J o n e s , nee E m m a B u r d e t t , 

fe l l a s l e e p i n J e s u s o n F r i d a y , i s t S e p t e m -

b e r , i n h e r s e v e n t y - f o u r t h y e a r , a f t e r b e i n g 

l a i d a s i d e a n d s u f f e r i n g m u c h fo r s o m e 

w e e k s . S h e w a s t h e s a m e a g e a s o u r 

c h a p e l , a n d i t i s r e c o r d e d t h a t a s a b a b e s h e 

w a s t h e f i r s t t o b e b r o u g h t i n t o t h e n e w 

b u i l d i n g b y h e r G o d f e a r i n g p a r e n t s , w h e n 

t h e y a s k e d t h e b r e t h r e n t o j o i n w i t h t h e m 

i n t h a n k f u l n e s s t o G o d fo r s a f e d e l i v e r y o f 

t h e c h i l d . P r a y e r w a s o f f e r e d - t h a t s h e 

m i g h t g r o w u p t o a d o r n t h e d o c t r i n e o f 

G o d o u r S a v i o u r i n heir l i f e , a n d t h i s s h e 

c e r t a i n l y d i d , fo r i t w o u l d n o t b e e a s y t o 

f ind a f ine r e x a m p l e of a l i fe of C h r i s t i a n 

d e v o t i o n a n d p a t i e n t e n d u r a n c e , l i v e d s o m e -

t i m e s u n d e r t h e m o s t t r y i n g c o n d i t i o n s . 

A f t e r a s h o r t s e r v i c e i n h e r h o m e , h e r 

m o r t a l r e m a i n s w e r e l a i d t o r e s t i n t h e C i t y 

C e m e t e r y , W i t t o n , o n T u e s d a y , t h e 5 t h i n s t . , 

B r o . G e o r g e H . H u d s o n o f f i c i a t i n g . 

W e c o m m e n d t o t h e g r a c e o f G o d , h e r 

h u s b a n d , s o n , a n d t w o d a u g h t e r s , w h o w i l l 

m i s s h e r g r a c i o u s p r e s e n c e , b u t t o w h o m 

h e r l i fe w i l l r e m a i n a f r a g r a n t m e m o r y . 

F . C . DAY. 
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W  
OUR AIM. 

E MAKE it our aim to further a movement , com­
prising Churches and individuals, for a complete 

return to Christianity as it was at the beginning. 

HENCE, WE S T A N D : 

1. FOR THE BIBLE AS THE ALL-SUFFICIENT STANDARD

and rule of faith and practice, recognizing that what God 
required from His ancient people, Israel, is found in the 
Old Testament Scriptures, and w h a t He requires from all 
now is contained in the N e w Tes tament Scr iptures . 

2. FOR THE UNION OF ALL BELIEVERS ON THE NEW

TESTAMENT BASIS. Our Lord prayed t h a t ' they all mizht 

be one . . . . that the world may believe.' Th i s prayer 
makes the union of His people essential to the salvation 
of the world, and can only be answered when there is a 
return to the faith, ordinances, and order of the Church 
of the Apostolic age. 



3. FOR THE REJECTION OF ALL HUMAN CREEDS,

Confessions of Fa i th , Doctrines, and Commandment .* , 
and the acceptance of the Divinely-revealed creed, 'Thou 

art the Christ, the Son of the living God,' believing that 

a real heart-grip of that, with all iJLhriplies, will lead to 
a complete surrender of life and will to Him. 

4. FOR THE ORDINANCES AS DELIVERED BY THE

LORD, and kept by the first Christ ians . T h e Scr iptures 
clearly s h o w that BAPTISM w a s the immersion of a peni-

tent believer into the name of Jesus Christ, in order to 

the remission of past sins. T h e L o r d ' s Table , on which 
T H E LORD'S SUPPER is s p r e a d , is inside the Lord's 

Church, and is for the Lord's People, to be p a r t a k e n of 

on the first day of the' week. This Divinely-ordained 

memorial of His death for us is to be kept by the Church 
until He shall come again. 

5. FOR THE MINISTRY OF ALL THE CHURCH—every

member , in differing spheres , doing that for which they 
are fitted, limited by ability to edify the C h u r c h . 

6. FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE CHURCH BY THE

CHURCH ONLY. Only those w h o have obeyed the Gospel 

have the duty and privilege of contributing to its treasury . 

7. FOR THE A B A N D O N M E N T OF ALL SECTARIAN

NAMES A N D ECCLESIASTICAL TITLES, and t h a t C h u r c h e s 

and believers should be called by the n a m e s found in the 
N e w Tes tament . 

We shal l be p leased to a n s w e r e n q u i r i e s r e l a t i n g to 

the a b o v e , a n d to put those in teres ted in t o u c h w i t h b e l i e v e r s 

s t a n d i n g for these t h i n g s . 

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD is printed for the Publishers by 

Waller Barker, Langley Mill, Notts. 
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