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"The testimony of the Lord is sure" (Psalm 19; 7).

"Behold I am coming soon, bringing my recompence, to repay every one
for what he has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the

last, the beginning and the end." (Revelation 22: 13-13).

"Scripture cannot be broken" (John 10: 35).

THE CERTAINTY OF THE TRIUMPH

OF GOD
AS we look forward Into 1967 things seem anything but promising and hopeful for
the cause of God. Everything appears to be against Christ and His church,
whether in the realms of science, politics, education, morals, business, or even
religion. Materialism, worldllness, unbelief, doubt, indifference, selfishness—wher
ever we look the enemies of purity, holiness, truth and love seem to be ruthlessly
cleaving their way. The things that Christians witness to seem to be less and less
relevant amid the strident voices clamouring to silence the "still, small voice" of
God in the Bible, in the preaching of the gospel, in the teaching of Christ and His
apostles, and in the quiet testimony of God's people to the things that are "true,
honourable, just, pure, lovely, gracious" (Phil. 4; 8).

Looking at things as they are we should despair, were it not for the fact that
Jesus Christ continually prepared His disciples for this kind of situation. The
world is dark and the outlook gloomy and threatening. But It was always thus for
the people of God, and Christ never told His followers that things would be any
easier. It is no new situation we face. In New Testament times it was so, when to
be a Christian might cost a man his life. In the Dark Ages in Europe it seemed
that the light of the gospel had been smothered, and spiritual darkness ruled. When
the Reformation shed light and liberty over Europe it was like a resurrection from
the darkness and corruption of the grave. And again when the religious world was
rent by divisions and strange and false doctrines, the movement for the restoration
of New Testament Christianity uncovered again the light and simplicity of the
word of God for all to understand for themselves, without the constructions of men.

It is the same today. Look where we may events and movements and ten
dencies are heavy with threat and foreboding. We think it fitting and applicable to
quote from what we wrote in the "S.S." at the opening of 1965, pertaining to the
times of Habakkuk the prophet, and comparing them with our own experiences:
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