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BALAAM'S "DOCTRINE"
Last Sunday morning Ihc O.T. reading (as per Bro. R.IJ. Scott's excellent

Scripture Reading Cards) was Micah Chap. 6. This Chapter records God's
'controversy' with His people Israel, in which God asks the .lews to speak up, and
to give expression to all their complaints against Him - to 'testify against Him' if
they can. (iod reminds them of how He liberated them from their bondage in Egypt
and nurtured them into the greatest of nations. During this 'argument', (Jod also
reminds them (v.5) of what "Balak, king of Moab, consulted, and what Balaam, the
son of Beor, answered him (from Shittim to Gilgal) that ye may know the
rightcousne.ss of the Lord". This was, of course, a reference to Ihe fact that
whereas Balak had employed Balaam to curse [srael God had disallowed it and made
him bless Israel. Each time Balaam opened his mouth to curse Israel, he pronounced
a blessing upon them. I don't know how many readers, last Sunday, took the
trouble to research this interesting incident, and remind themselves of the
circumstances, but for those who did not have the time to hunt up the facts and
extract the lesson, I offer, herewith, my humble attempt at it.

The complete account is to be found in the book of Numbers, Chaps. 22-24,
and well worth another read. The whole event, and sequel (chap. 25) is so capable of
furnishing a valuable lesson, that reminders of the matter arc recorded in Deut.
(23:5); Joshua (13:22); Judges (11:25); Neh. (13:2) and, as above, Micah (6). It is also
thought worthy of mention in the N.T. (in 2 Peter 2:15; Jude 11; and in Rev. 2:14).
John, alone, (in Rev. 2:14) refers to the 'doctrine ofBalaam'' &x\6 gives us the clue to
the great distaste the Holy Spirit has for Balaam and the reason for the reminders
of the danger of his doctrine. Yet on the surface, as we read the narrative, in
Numbers, we could be excused for failing to detect this doctrine.

King Balak Hires Balaam
It seems that when the vast multitudes of the Israelites were brought out from

slavery in Egypt, through the Red Sea, having no country of their own, they had been
wandering through the wilderness of Sinai and had lately come north. They had
reached the land of Edom and now lingered just east of the Dead Sea, in the country of
Moab. They had wreaked great havock in Edom, on the Amorites, and the sight of
their frightening numbers filled Balak, king of Moab, with great terror and alarm. He
agreed with his allies, the Midianites, that it would be impossible to overcome such
armies with force of arms, and the only other possibility of getting rid of them would
be to bring the wrath of the gods upon them. Accordingly he had sent for Balaam, a
highly regarded professional "soothsayer". Not too much is known by us, about
Balaam except that he was the son of Beor, and came from a town called Pethor, on
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the banks of the Euphrates, in Mesopotamia (a long distance from Moab). We might
be wondering why God sliould even be likely to listen to such a one as Balaam, but it
seems that God was prepared to use Balaam for the outworking of His own purposes.
At that time, it should be remembered, that God not unusually revealed His will in

visions and dreams, and Balaam's birth and residence in Mesopotamia where the
remains of the Patriarchal Age still lingered, account for his knowledge (and his
apparent familiarity) with the true God.

Oi Balaam's arrival, Balak explained the problem annd his hope that, with
suitable monetary rewards, Balaam would curse the Israelites and get rid of them.
Balaam, not averse to rewards, explained that he would like to help but would have to
abide by God's instructions. On the first consultation, God forbade Balaam to go and
accordingly Balaam excused himself to Balak. (no sign, so far of any doctrine from
Balaam). Balak however was a great believer in ignoring initial failure, and so sent
better princes (and more of them) with the promise of better rewards lo Balaam.
Balaam's studied reply was that Balaam could not go, even if he was offered Balak's
fine palace and contents, but that he would consult God again. Balaam's integrity
seem^ a little shaky now, perhaps, and this second mquiry seems lo suggest that the
first one was not quite to his liking. (When men clearly understand (lod's will but want
to understand ft 'some other way\ that seems a bad sign). On the second consultation,
•however, Balaam gets the reply he is hoping for and is told that when, and if, Balak's
servants come for him he can go with them. In his unseemly haste Balaam, it appears,

•eould not wait for Balak's servants, but rises early in the morning, saddles his ass and
departs. This angered God and so God sent an angel to bar his progress. The ass saw
the angel, with drawn sword, and sensibly went out of its way to avoid confrontation.
Balaam, unaware of the angel, flogged the ass. This occurred three times, on the final
of which, the ass having no room for manoeuvre, could only flop to the ground and
take another beating. The ass, in a man's voice, pleaded with Balaam and protested at
the beatings. It seems that before Balaam had time to appreciate the novelty of an a.ss
speaking to him, the angel presents himself and assures Balaam that if the ass had not
taken evasive action on those three occasions he (the angel) would have slain Balaam
with his sword, but would have saved the ass. Thus as Peter says, (2 Peter 2:15)
"Balaam was rebuked for his iniquity, the dumb ass speaking with a man's voice,
forbade the madness of the prophet". (There still seems no sign of 'Balaam's
doctrine').

In due course, after joining Balak, Balaam ascends the 'high' places of Baal,
sacrificing rams and bullocks on seven altars, but each time he stood up to curse
Israel he ended up praising andd blessing them. To Balak's obvious chagrine and
anger, Bal^m could but protest "Must I not take heed and speak only that which the
Lord hath put in my mouth". Balak was nothing if not persistent however, and took
Balaam up into other 'high' places, witli other sacrifices and other altars, but the result
was always the same. After three serious attempts we read that they gave up (24:25)
"And Balaam rose up, and returned to his place; and Balak also went his way." (This is
not quite the last of the narrative, however, for we read (Josh. 13:22) that the Israelites
later slew Balaam.) In all this there seems nothing that one could posibly describe as
doctrine from Balaam, and indeed, apart from his indecent haste to acquire gain, it
seems that he kept fairly correctly within the general brief given by God's angel.

What Balaam Taught Balak.

What then was the reason for the warnings and remembrances of this incident
made, later, in the O. and N.T. and which drew such comments from Moses, Joshua,
Nehemiah, Micah, Peter, Jude and John? When I said, a few moments ago that Balak
and Balaam gave up and went home I was not quite accurate, for it seems that
although they went home they did not give up. I believe we can derive the answer
from the Chapter immediately following Balaam's departure (i.e. Chap. 25). We are
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