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It's Wimbledon tennis toumament time again and sadly, even before the quarter
final stage, Pete Sampras has been knocked out of the competition. It would have been
nice for him to have won it again.

Many years ago a good brother suggested to me that watching tennis was worldly,
and although I did not agree, I still remember what he said each time I watch tennis.
Watching T.V. can be 'worldly', of course. I suppose it depends upon what we watch,
why we watch and the amount of valuable time we spend watching. Instead of doing
things, we end up merely watching things. In a world which is coming a close second
to Sodom and Gomorrah, I suppose it is ever timely to consider our position and see if
we are becoming more 'worldly' and in danger of being indistinguishable from the
world in general. How worldly are we? Paul to the disciples in Rome said, "I beseech
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not
conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God" (12.2). I
daresay Paul's call to disciples to present themselves as living sacrifices would not be
popular everywhere, and neither shall it be today, but such a thing, Paul says, is but a
reasonable service. He calls upon church members not to be conformed to this world
but rather be transformed. There is increasing pressure upon us, is there not, in every
department of life, to conform to the world's standards. As the world's standards
plummet there is always the danger that our standards will take a similar direction.
"Well everybody does it" seems to be the current slogan as a good reason for all to
comply. "Well everybody 'fiddles' their Income Tax; Everybody looks after 'No. 1';
Everybody 'sleeps around'; Everybody 'gets divorced'; etc., etc." It is, of course, easier
to conform than to transform. It is much easier to go with the tide than to swim against
it. It is much more popular to be 'one of the lads' than to be 'a stick in the mud'. Those
with young children at school will know, much better than I do, of the temptations their
children undergo, ranging from bad language to 'birth' pills; from promiscuity to 'glue
sniffing'. As Jesus said, "the world is on the broad road to destruction and many
there will be which go in there at," and so it behoves us (from time to time) to
consider whether our feet are still firmly treading that narrow way which leadeth unto
life. Jesus also said, "Ye cannot serve God and Mammon." John said, "Love not the
world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world the love
of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, (the lust of the flesh, and
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the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life) is not of the Father, but is of the world.
And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of
God abideth for ever" (1 John 2:15-17). We must 'love not' the world.

WARNINGS AGAINST WORLDLINESS
If we ever completely succumb to 'worldliness' it will not be in ignorance, for the

scriptures abound with solemn warnings against it and there are examples galore of
men whose lives have made shipwreck on those same 'worldly' rocks. "For what is a
man profited if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul." This familiar
statement from Jesus should knock the bottom out of worldly ambition, but usually
only for a short while. Again Jesus said, "And take heed to yourselves, lest at any
time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of
this life, and so that day come upon you unawares" (Luke 21:34). Paul urged the
Colossians to "Set your affections on things above, not on the things on the earth."
Again Paul, in writing to Titus links ungodliness with worldliness when he says,
"denying ungodliness and worldly lusts we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly, in this present world." We notice here, too, that the opposite to worldly living
is to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world. 'In this present world'
indicates that Paul holds no brief for forming Christian communes to avoid the evil
world, or to live and learn in a 'Christian Atmosphere,' but would have us rub shoulders
with 'all kinds' and survive. The cloistered serenity of the average monastery is not
really a great test of steadfastness - honours are only to be won in the 'trenches.' Paul
accepted that we had to come into contact, and even keep company with evil people,
'else' says he "ye must needs go out of the world" (1 Cor. 5:10). The apostle James
warned that "the friendship of the world is enmity with God" whosoever therefore
will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God (James 4:4). There is, then, as can be
seen from these random examples, no shortage of advice and admonition on the
subject.

WHAT WORLD?

Is it not greatly surprising, when we consider all that is, and has been, said about
'worldlings' and 'worldliness' that the former never appears in the N.T. and the latter
only twice? One such reference is to the "Worldlysanctuary" of the O.T. (Heb. 9:1) and
the other to "worldly lusts" (quoted above Titus 2:12). The word 'worldliness' never
appears. What is it about 'the world' that we should 'love not'. Did not God make a
wonderful world - a most beautiful and marvellouscreation? Why should we be God's
enemy if we love the world (that He made)? Obviously the term 'world' is used in
varying senses in the scriptures and we must carefully differentiate. When John says,
"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world" he obviously means a
different 'world' from the one he mentions (in 3:16) when he said, "For God so loved
the world." Again the term 'world' quiteoften refers to the literal globe, as when Jesus
said, "Goye unto all the world." Clearly we have no reason to hate this amazing orb
upon which we live. It would seem therefore, thatwecan love theplanet, (and certainly
we ought to love all the people on this planet) but must avoid all the evils of human
behaviour and material pursuits.

Thus whenJohn says, "Lovenot the world" he is talking about'worldly' affairs such
as prosperity, riches,pleasures, pastimes and pursuits which seduce us awayfromGod,
and which are obstacles to the cause of Christ. We are all as far as I can see,
"worldlings' (i.e. 'of the world') and surely most pleasures can only be described as
'worldly' (i.e. 'of the world').
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WHAT IS 'WORLDLINESS'?

Enjoying a meal; listening to good music; reading a book; going for a swim;
playing with the children, etc., etc. are all worldly pleasures. What else can they be?

There is nothing spiritual about ham and eggs but they are very enjoyable. Thus, in
my view, most pleasures are 'worldly' but some are legitimate and allowable, and some
are unwholesome and are to be avoided. I believe it is impossible to define the
boundaries of 'worldliness' and each person must ultimately decide for themselves what
is, and what is not, included. It will vary with regard to our geographical part of the
world and it will vary with reference to the century in which we live. For instance it
was shameful in the Victorian era to see a lady's ankle but if we objected to that now we
would be thought very strange. African natives, by contrast, have never had such a
problem and were running around innocently wearing nothing but a string of beads,
until missionaries tried to force them to wear clothes. Then they had problems. "Why

Should we wear clothes" they wondered? Thus our definition of 'worldliness' will
depend upon our geography, our century, our social environment and our knowledge of
God's word. In the past, and even now, ignorance and bigotry pronounce many things
wrong which are harmless. On the other hand, carelessness and laxity permit many
things which are by no means innocent. In some parts of the USA mixed bathing is
frowned upon but nowhere in Britain that I know of. Now in Britain we have beaches
allocated to nude bathing and while this might shock us today it may be 'normal' in the
next century (or before). In some parts of Scotland the idea of a 'Christian Sabbath'
(contradiction in terms?) prevails and it would be regarded as shocking and very
worldly to buy from a shop on a Sunday in these areas - but it varies from place to
place. Some believe it wrong to have to work on a Sunday but do not mind the 'bus
driver driving them to church on that day'. When I was a young person the concept of
'worldliness' then consisted mainly of smoking, drinking, frequenting cinemas,
attending dances, going to opera or theatrical plays. Some went farther and would not
watch football, play snooker, or play cards even 'in fun'.

ALL THINGS RICHLY TO ENJOY
If it's wrong to play cards we then wonder if it's right to play draughts, or chess or

even monopoly. Also, if it is wrong to watch football, is it not wrong to play football,
(or bowls, or tennis, or even 'I spy'). Clearly we have to know why certain pursuits are
to be eschewed and the general principles which apply. There is also the question of
setting a bad example to others who are, perhaps weaker than ourselves. Paul (in Rom.
14) refers to those who regard some days as special (even holy) and some who don't;
some who may eat all things and some who refuse. "Let every man be persuaded in
his own mind" says Paul (v. 5) "For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth
to himself" (v. 7) i.e. we all have an influence on others, for good or evil. There is also
an impression which circulates that we should feel guilty if we are enjoying ourselves
and that there is something slightly suspect about laughter and merriment. A century
ago, 'on the Lord's Sabbath' it was all a question of black suits and dresses, long faces
and whispered conversation, with the obvious impression that there was a strong
connection between misery and godliness. God is not a kill-joy. Paul (in 1 Tim. 6:17)
charges those who are wealthy in this world, not to trust in their uncertain riches but to
trust "in the living God, who giveth us all things richly to enjoy ..." God actually
gives us all things that we might enjoy them, and so God sanctions 'enjoyment.' Paul
(in V.14 of Rom. previously referred to) said, "I know, and am persuaded by the
Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself; but to him that esteemeth any
thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean." Most things have a use, a proper function
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