








blessed hope, (f) The consummating cause: the. appearing of the glory of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, (g) The purpose God has in 
the possessed people : that He might redeem us from all iniquity and purify 
unto Himself a people for His own possession, zealous of good works (com
pare 1 Pet. 2 :11-12 ; 3 :8-11; Ps. 50 : 23 ; Eph. 2 :19-3 :6 ; Acts 15 :13-17). 

Often in the New Testament the word 'people' denotes Christians as 
the people of God—* Those upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord.' 
In the Old Testament, it is used to denote the typical Israel in the typical 
Kingdom. 

Possession. Compare Revised and Authorised renderings of Eph. 
1 :12-14. ' God's own possession ' and ' purchased possession.' 

Purchased. Acts 20 : 28, . . the church of the Lord, which he purchased 
with his own blood.' 1 Pet. 2 :9, A.V. Margin, * A purchased people' (see 
also Titus 2 :14). Compare Ex. 19 :5, ' a peculiar treasure.' 

Peculiar. This word, as commonly used, is misleading. Someone said, 
' We are a peculiar people and some of us more peculiar than others !' The 
word is commonly used in the sense of ' queer.' That is not what the Word 
of God means to convey. The original Greek.word may be translated 
* valuable.' Christians are a valuable treasure, a valuable people unto the
Lord. 

Coming back to ' possession.' G. Campbell Morgan suggested that this 
might signify the idea of being God-possessed. Just as some were demon-
possessed, we are now God-possessed. People grow like what they worship. 
Demon worshippers, possessed by demons, manifest demoniacal charac
teristics. The God-possessed people will show forth the characteristics of 
God. See Jn. 14 :23, " abode." See John 14 :2, " mansions," i.e., ' abodes.' 
When Jesus was here it was God with us ; now we can have God in us. 

In Matt. 16, Jesus gave Simon a new name. This was prophetic of him 
who was to become an example of a partaker of the divine nature. The 
letters Peter wrote are evidence of his having become Petros, rock-like, a 
partaker of the divine nature (compare Matt. 16 :18 ; Jn. 1:42 ; Lu. 22 :32 . 
2 Pet. 1:2-8). 

Notes o n m y  L i fe 
B Y W A L T E R C R O S T H W A I T E 

Preaching Among Baptists 

EARLY in 1893, owing to illness and subsequent death of Mr. Pilling, the 
Baptist minister at Ulverston, I was invited to preach for the Baptists as 
often as possible. As the Church of Christ in Ulverston had no morning 
meetings on Lord's Days, I was free for morning services, and for about 
three months I preached at the Baptist Chapel. I did not neglect any of 
our own meetings to serve them, and although they offered it, I never 
accepted any pay for my services. 

Oh, the audacity of youth! On the second morning at the Baptist 
Chapel, I gave an address on the difference between Baptists and the New 
Testament Church. I started each division of that address thus : ' You 
Baptists say' (and gave some item of their belief), 'but this book, the New 
Testament, says,' and read out what the book says on each item. At the 
close of that service one of the deacons said, ' Was that a farewell sermon ? ' 
' Well,' I said, ' I thought I might not get another opportunity, and I wanted 
to make clear where I stand.' ' Well,' said the deacon, ' as long as you are 
willing to come we shall be glad to have you.' 

149 



150 

Dr. Wilson, a Baptist, preacher in t h e district, who h a d taken a degree in 
medicine, called several times to urge me to enter a Baptist college, assuring 
me that they would pay all costs, and as I was an acceptable preacher I 
would receive fees for that, I thanked him for his very kind interest in 
me, but said I must decline to do as he wished, as my knowledge of New-
Testament teaching would not permit me to be either a ' Baptist' or a 

minister
I continued working at my trade, jiving much time to preaching in the 

Furness district until the end of the year 1900. 

Full-time Evangelist 
Being on a visit to Yorkshire, I attended the Conference of Churches 

of Christ in that division, on December 26th. Bro. Joshua Mortimer intro
duced me to that gathering, and I was invited to speak at the evening 
meeting. 

The Yorkshire churches were on the look-out for a whole-time evan
gelist ; and they invited me to accept that position. I had a strong aversion 
to accepting pay for preaching, my ideal being to support myself. After 
much prayerful and careful consideration, I decided to waive my personal 
feelings, and agreed to go to Yorkshire for three months. A letter from 
Bro. John Crockatt, of Leeds, had much to do with my decision. He wrote : 
' I know it will be much more agreeable to your ideas of independence (as 
it would be to mine) to labour with your hands, and preach as opportunity 
offers. But the opportunities are so many that cannot be seized when we 
all do that, that we are obliged to call on some to take the more honourable, 
and much more difficult position of devoting all their time to this work, and 
depending on their bretkren to supply the needs that belong to the body, 
From what I saw and heard, and from what I know from those well able to 
judge, you are well adapted for this work, and much glory would accrue to 
our Lord, and many souls would be saved, were you to enter this field of 
labour. I hope, therefore, dear brother, you will comply with our request, 
and come amongst us, if only for two or three months at first. We will try 
to do our part loyally, and in such a manner as shall make it easy a n d 
pleasant for you, and we shall rejoice in working together in a field white 
unto harvest that we are allowed to garner much of the precious grain t h a t

would otherwise be lost. May the Lord guide you to a wise decision in t h e 
matter.' 

Experiences in Yorkshire 
I, with my wife and child, left Furness for Yorkshire on January 31st. 

1901. I was quite confident that I would be back at my trade at the e n d 
of the three months. Morley, near Leeds, was to be my first field of labour. 
When we arrived there snow was falling fast, and the brother who m e t us 
informed us that we wete to lodge at the house of one who for years h a d 
been landlady of a public-house, but who would not have any lodgers w h o 
were not teetotalers. We stayed in Morley eleven months, during which 
period some 218 meetings, indoors and in open-air, were addressed. 

This was a strenuous time for a novice, and meant much hard work a n d 
study. A good deal of interest and opposition was aroused. As an outcome 
of heckling at an open-air meeting I was invited to read a paper on 
Baptism, in a Primitive Methodist chapel. There was a large attendance 
and a lively discussion. One man said: ' I have studied this question f o r 
years and have come to a totally different conclusion to the writer of t h e 
paper; and nothing that has been said to-night, or ever will be said, will 
cause me to change my opinion.' On old man rose, and said quietly : ' I h a v e 

read that there are only two kinds o f people who never change t h e i r

ooinions. fools and HPPJH '
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The minister said : ' There is much I ought to say on this subject, but 
unfortunately I have had a cycle accident which has affected my vocal 
organs.' Some who were present at that meeting were afterwards immersed 
by the Baptists. During our stay in Morley eight were added to the church. 

Then we spent two months at Harrogate, a fashionable watering place. 
The church was small in number, but we had very good meetings and one 
young woman was added by faith and immersion. We then passed on to 
Doncaster, remaining there four months. Of this effort, the secretary of 
the church reported : * Splendid meetings are being obtained, and real good 
work done. By diligence in teaching, proclamation and visitation, the 
church has been quickened, and our numbers increased by baptism and 
restoration, thereby, we trust, bringing glory to our Father.' 

(To be continued) 

T h  e Lec tu resh ip , Frankfur t  on-Ma in , 
Germany 

A Young Christian's Impressions 

A SERIES of Bible lectures\ was conducted by our American brethren in 
Germany during the week commencing Sunday, August 7th. Thirty-two 
British brethren formed a motor-coach party and attended this lectureship, 
together with a few other brethren who travelled from Britain by air or 
motor-car. 

It was the writer's great privilege and joy to attend this encouraging 
event and to experience the fellowship in Jesus Christ that is so firm and 
sure. It is difficult to express in words the true value of this experience, 
but let it suffice to mention certain characteristics. 

When Hebrews 10 :25 says, ' not forsaking the assembling of yourselves 
together,' the greatest part of fellowship, simply being together, is stressed. 
This is the experience of any community bound together by certain prin
ciples and by love. But above all is this true of the Church of the Lord, whose 
binding principles and bond of love are able to withstand the forces of evil 
of this world. It was grand just being so far from home yet to find the 
Lord's Church and meet Christians from many parts of the Continent. I 
was made glad to know that my presence encouraged those labouring for 
my Lord, especially those assemblies small in number. When engaged in 
prayer, one is now able to speak with a greater realisation of their needs. 

I was able to spend much time between the main discourses of the day 
in discussing topics of real importance to Christian living. The Christian's 
obligation towards the State was a topic much referred to and is very 
important. The need to confide our problems to each other concerning our 
spiritual welfare will bind us closer together in Christ, and will give us 
greater skill in wielding the sword of the spirit which is the Word of God 
(Eph. 6:17). 

Much time was spent singing hymns. This is always a great inspiration, 
when meeting together to teach each other. The words of a spiritual song 
convey instruction that one's own words cannot quite express. I call to 
mind the words of the hymn :— 

" 'Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, 
Just to take Him at His word, 
Just to rest upon His promise, 
Just to know, ' Thus saith the Lord/ " 



The last line of this verse denotes the prevailing spirit behind all the 
lectures: a desire to know purely and simply nothing more or less than 
that which God has prescribed for us in His Word. j R DANIELL. 

And now the other side of the picture. Bro. E. Worth, of the church 
at East Ardsley, Yorkshire, calls attention to an article in a recent issue of 
the Mission Messenger, published by Bro. Carl Ketcherside in America. 
The article claims that the missionary work in Germany is a ' transplanting 
of a sectarian " Church of Christ " to foreign lands.' What chiefly concerns 
us is that it was claimed that there exists ' a very close fellowship between 
the brethren in Great Britain with the work [in Germany] and the congrega
tions which have been planted.' 

A word of warning seems called for. In allowing the unimmersed to 
partake at the Lord's table and to contribute in the collection, our American 
brethren are practising what we have strongly protested against in the 
Association of Churches of Christ (formerly the Co-operation). Are we 
being consistent in our witness to the New Testament church ? 

' We do not propose to open our columns to correspondence on this-
matter. It has long been a subject of controversy between our American 
brethren and ourselves. We have had the arguments pro and con presented 
ever since the 1870's, in Bro. King's Ecclesiastical Observer. We make this 
comment to call attention to a situation which we all know exists, which 
causes us great concern, and upon which we cannot conscientiously yield. 

—EDITOR. 

Living Words 
'The Word became flesh' (John 1:14). 

HAVE you ever thought what wonderful things words are ? Words can 
make you mad or they can make you glad ; they can make you laugh or make 
you cry; they can make you run or compel you to stand still. Words can 
make you see pictures of places in which you have never been and see 
things which no one has ever seen. And yet what are words, just letters, 
marks on paper arranged in a certain order, or waves of sound passing 
through the air ? Why should words have such a strange power ? 

You say that the real power is not in the word ; it is in the thought, the 
idea which the word expresses. A man's words tell one what he thinks. Do 
you know that not so long ago people called letters 'characters,' just as 
when someone says what sort of a person you are, truthful or careless, he 
gives you a character. Even now we often call the letters of the alphabet 
the characters and say, for example, that there are so many thousand charac
ters in the Chinese language. 

Words are not just marks on paper, they are the outward sign of secret 
thoughts. Someone said of Jesus that He made His words come to life and 
walk up and down in the minds of men . So John says that Jesus was God's 
thought spoken to us in a way we could understand. If you wanted to 
make someone understand what courage is, you would not tell him how the 
dictionary defines it. You would tell, for example, the story of a man who 
went down an old mine shaft at the end of a twisting rope to rescue a dog. 
Courage must become flesh before you can understand it. 

If all the things which Jesus said had been written in a book and dropped 
from the sky, we should not have been able to understand them. But when 
Jesus came and went about doing good, blessing little children, healing the 
sick, caring for everyone who came to Him, and, at last, dying upon the 
Cross, and praying for His enemies, then we could all understand what 
Jesus meant when He said, ' God is love.' ' The Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us.' j 
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